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I hope you had a good Thanksgiving and your fill of turkey.
During November we had our first Post fundraiser, a Taco
dinner. Without Bruce Peiffer taking charge and buying
provisions and then cooking we would have starved this day.
I do not know if people understand how much effort Bruce

spends to make the Legion a better place but I will tell you it is substantial.
I hope there is a big present under the tree for you Bruce. We still have to
add all of expenses but the Post took in over $470 and it appeared that
people enjoyed themselves. Hopefully this will get the word out to many
more of our members in order to support these fun and important Post
fundraisers. The Saturday morning donuts attract about 13 or 14 people to
the Post every Saturday and the Sunday football games have picked up to
about a dozen people. Many thanks to the Ladies Auxiliary for all they are
(already) doing to make this year’s Christmas party a success. A thank you
to Todd Hanson for coordinating the whole thing and a big thanks to Jack
Border for playing the jolly old elf!  I thank each veteran that braved a raw
day to be at the Post on Veteran’s Day. Truly you are keeping the faith with
each person who has worn the uniform.

Last month I said that we would be collecting for Gifts for Yanks on
December 14th. John Weller pointed out correctly that the date that we are
actually collecting is December 13th; nice catch John.

The first week in October 2009 we will be hosting the Moving Wall
Memorial.  This coincides with the 90th year of Post 80 serving its veterans.

Late December to mid January has always been a time of reflection for me.
I hope you spend at least some time doing likewise.  I ask you to do this not
for some esoteric reason. Have we been as kind as we could be? What type
of people are we? What type of Post do we want? What can we do to lessen
the pain of others? What actions are we taking to improve our
health? These are question that only you can answer. So, I wish
you a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Years. Please
remember to be kind; you are important to all of us.

-Woody
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Merry Christmas and Happy Birthday
ALL MEMBERS OF THE LEGION, AUXILIARY, S.A.L, AND LEGION

RIDERS

That’s right Happy Birthday. Alexander Bradley Burns Post
80 will be celebrating 90 years this August 1st. 2009. The
National Organization chartered us on August 7th, 1919. We
will be planning a celebration on August 1st, and a lot of
work remains to be done before then. We will be redoing our

anniversary book, and we would like to up date the pictures of all of our
members, and their spouses and kids if they’re still living with you. So,
Starting this December 20th we will begin taking pictures on Saturday
morning at 9AM. Please call and schedule an appointment (630-968-
9710). We will continue to take pictures after New Years Day on every
Wednesday and Saturday. Again, please call and make an appointment
(630-968-9710). The cut off date is May 25th.

Rich Greenwald, Sr. Vice-Commander

I would like to take this moment and wish everyone
a Safe and Happy Thanksgiving, Our Christmas
Party and potluck Dinner will be on Dec. 15, at 6
p.m. Please bring a potluck dish and a Christmas gift

for our grab bag. We will need some volunteers to help set up tables earlier
around 5 p.m. We will be wrapping gifts for the Children’s Christmas Party
on Dec 5th at 7 p.m. Our Sunday Football and Taco fundraiser was a lot of
fun. A special thanks to the men for letting us participate with them and a
Thank you to Bruce Peiffer. Bruce went all out in getting the food and
preparing it for Sundays Game. I want to thank Kirn Cruz, Jane Bemardini,
Julie Isenberger, Dee Harrison and Pat Mustradi for their support in Sunday’s
fundraiser.

Thank You

Happy Holidays to everyone

Rosemary Collins
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Sick Call

Please keep the named people in your prayers, or if
you prefer raise your glasses it a toast to them, for a

speedy recovery, -wk
Sick Call List:
Bob Kocurek
William Morrison
Jim Shanahan
Bill Westrup

The Wall
For Vietnam Era veterans The Wall means only one thing, the
memorial to the 55,000 plus veterans that died in that conflict. The
Memorable in Washington is truly awe inspiring. Well there is a
movable wall that travels across the country perhaps you have seen it,
which is no less impressive. This wall will be on display at Post 80
October 1 through October 5, 2009. We will be incorporating the wall
into our 90th Anniversary.

There will be a lot more written about this as we get closer. We are
collecting funds to help offset the cost to the Post. Make your checks
out to the American Legion Post 80 and send it to the attention of
Woody Kawaters at the Post home.

NOTICE PLEASE READ-Board of Directors
Given that on the fourth Wednesday of December (the 24th) the Post’s
only occupants will be elves and reindeer, therefore there will not be a
Board of Directors meeting in December. If you do show we will make
fun of you for a year. Please say hello to Rudolph for me. - Woody
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Legionaire of the Month

Sr. Vice Commander
Rich Greenwald

-7years Member, Bingo Worker
-Spent many hours rebuilding the fire truck

sand blaster and painted the howisters
-All-Around Handy-Man

Nov 12th 2008 Veterans Helpimg
Veterans-D.C.C.
Mrs. Pennt Griesmas thanked A.L Post
80 for supplying music (singer Laura
Preston)
and thanked Post 80 members: Jack
Border, Rich Greenwald, Joe
Pappalardo, Nick Brescia, Frank
Mangione and Stacy & Son for their
help. -Nick B.Singer- Laura  Preston

Nick Brescia & Laura Preston
(singer)

At the DuPage County  Convalescent
Center Veterans Party

Joe Pappalardo
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ELECTRIC RECYCLE DRIVE
Saturday, DEC .6th 9:30am to 2:00pm

We will be collecting any electronic equipment for recycling;
TV’s, radios, computers, monitors, CD players, cell phones,

scanners, printers, etc. Now is the time to unload your old analog TV before
HDTV becomes operative in February. We plan to have another in April. If
you have any questions contact Rich Greenwald at 630-960-5898.

Free Business Counseling For Veterans
SCORE offers free counseling to Veterans and Non Veterans who wish to start
a business or have a business that needs help to grow and expand. .SCORE is
affiliated with the SBA and works with the Small Business Development Center
at the College ofDuPage in Glen Ellyn. There are Loans available for Veterans
through the Patriot Express Program. For more information go to www.
scorefoxval lev. org Or Jim Sotirakos at jim39@comcast.net for more
information.

Please Always Remember!!!!
On September 17, 2008 Sgt Joshua Harris died of wounds suffered when his
vehicle hit a roadside bomb in Gerdia Seria, Afghanistan. He was 21years
old. He was in the 2nd Battalion 122nd Field Artillery Illinois Army National
Guard. He was a Post80 member, which not many of us knew him but few of
us will forget him. We may never know what he may have accomplished in
life but we know why he sacrificed. Please say a pray for him and his family.
Rest in peace our Comrade.

IN MEMORIUM

SGT. Joshua Harris

 This Legionnaire Has Gone To The Commander of Us
All. Rest Well Our Friend.
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MUSIC TO DANCE BY
CHAMPAGNE TOAST-FAVORS-SNACKS

Donation: $45 per person
Doors Open at 5:30 PM
Buffet Dinner at 7:00 PM

Celebration Starts at 9:00 PM
Tables of 10 may be reserved Tickets prior
to December 21st are $45 per person
After December 21st, tickets are $55 per
person
For Tickets Sales and Table Assignments Call:

Pete at 1-630-416-2029

2008-2009
New Years Eve
CELEBRATION

American Legion Post 80
4000 Saratoga Avenue

Downers Grove IL 60515
630-968-9710

Prime Rib Dinner
Cash Bar 6PM...Open Bar 9PM-1AM
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Boy Scout Eagle Candidates Complete 2 Projects to Improve Our
Facilities
Eagle Scout candidates Carl Krause and Austin Ruf recently completed
projects demonstrating their leadership abilities that have enhanced our
building and grounds.

Carl Krause planned and lead a work force that stained the walls in our
main hall to a much lighter color, providing greatly improved illumination.
Workers he recruited and Legionnaires Rich Mueller, Rich Greenwald,
Todd Hanson and Ed Ludwig assisted him.  We have received many good
compliments regarding the change.

Austin Ruf completed installing a new
Fire Ring to be used for flag retirement
ceremonies and other outdoor activities.
In addition he installed 4 benches in the
vicinity of the Fire Ring.  The photo
doesn’t do justice to the fine job that was
done.  You need to go see it in person.

Boy Scout Troop 80 turns 70
Boy Scout Troop 80 will be rechartering with the Des Plaines Valley
Council and the National Council of the Boy Scouts of America for the
calendar year 2008, which will make the 70th consecutive year the Troop
has been sponsored by Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80.  The Troop has
developed numerous fine leaders during these years, many of whom have
achieved the rank of Eagle Scout.

Dick Bernardini serves as our Charter Organization Representative for
both Boy Scout Troop 80 and Cub Scout Pack 80.  The Scoutmaster, Ed
Ludwig, currently leads development of leadership skills.

Contuined on next Page
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Currently active Boy Scouts have provided, and continue to provide,
assistance in maintaining our Post’s building and grounds.  The most
noticeable service has been the maintaining of our grass areas on a weekly
basis during the growing season, removing all trash prior to mowing.

Help Wanted - Inventory and Service Day
We have a number of maintenance projects requiring your help
scheduled for Saturday, December 6th beginning at 9:30am to allow time
to digest the donuts.  Also, we are planning to conduct an inventory of
the Post’s physical assets, which will require several members to
complete.  A sign-up list will be posted in the Lounge to allow you to
choose which activity you can help with on a first come – first serve
basis.  By identifying what needs to be done beforehand, you’ll be able
to sign up for the things you’re able to do and/or enjoy doing.  Either
way, our success depends on you, so please come help us.

Pancake Breakfast
We are planning a Pancake Breakfast fundraiser for the Post on
Saturday, January 24th.  This is just a forewarning to save the date and
your appetite.  Donuts will not be available that morning, so mark your
calendars and plan on eating all the pancakes you can.
Who knows, there could be a pancake-eating contest.

Family Bingo back on February 7th by Popular Demand
Family Bingo is scheduled for Saturday, February 7th at the request of
the many past attendees and additional requests.  This is an inexpensive
fun event for the entire family to include kids and grandkids (youth
under 18 play for free).  In addition to game winners, there will be
several raffle winners.  The kitchen is open for pizza and hot dogs
(maybe more) at nominal prices, plus the bar will be open.

This popular and enjoyable event is also open to Scout families and
guests of the Legion and Auxiliary.
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HISTORY returns - picking up in 1963  In 1963 Fred Lester  Sr.
presented the post a framed set of copies of The United States
Constitution in memory of his son Fred Lester Jr., who was a
Congressional Medal of Honor recipient of World War II. The framed
copies are on display in the hallway of our Post to this day.

Membership reached an all time high of 453 this year and more new
members are becoming active at the Post. Snow plowing of the Legion
Road became an issue and it was decided to hire Poe Maintenance to
do the job.

The Memorial Day Parade had a small altercation before it started.
Seems some politicians wanted their cars in the parade. It was made
very clear that The American Legion Post 80 has obtained permits from
the Village for many years and that this is short memorial service to our
fallen comrades and there will be no motor vehicles in our parade. The
Parade went on as usual (no vehicles).

In October of 1963 the first NO PARKING signs were placed on
Saratoga north of 41st ST.

In February of 1965 the Post began taking pictures of past commanders
and auxiliary presidents and made frames for them. The pictures were
placed in the main hall and have been added to every year since.
Through out the early Sixties all Legion activities were carried out as
usual. Many new ideas were presented and tried. Some failed and
others were successful.

By June of 1966 the 6.4 acres of land south of the Post Home were
again a hot topic. A few years earlier this land was sold to private party.
This individual wanted to turn the land into an industrial

Contuined on next Page
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development. The Post was against this and contacted the Downers Grove
Park Board with it’s support for the development of a Park. In a letter to
the newly formed Park Board the Legion wrote” we would also be
interested in meeting with the Park Board to discuss the development of
the entire area to the best interests of the Park Board, the Legion and the
Community. As we know this land became Dorhoffer Park.

In 1965 or 66 the Post held it’s first Las Vegas Night. This event proved
very successful and was continued for many years.

In 1965 a new battle was forming for Post 80. This one although not as
lengthy as the one with the Park District. The new apartment complex on
the east side of Saratoga. The problem - big trucks using our private road
for access to the construction. It seems the trucking company drove where
they wanted, on our land. There was damage to Legion property and a
suit had to be filled to stop it. We won the suit but there is no mention of
the settlement. For the rest of the 60s decade life was running smooth for
Post 80. Income from investments, rentals and the bar were slightly more
than expenses.

As we enter our 90th year if you have any Post facts to share with us, you
may send them to the Post in care of Dave Wisbrock or the Post Museum.
Work has begun on an anniversary booklet to be made available to the
membership in the fall of 2009. Thanks to Shirley Wrenn for her donation
of news clippings from WW II.

Next time a little more on the 60s then into the 70s.

Past Commander, Dave Wisbrock.



IS YOUR NAME ON THE A OLD PLAQUE?
Call the post and we can check the list of over 675 NAMES

New Veterans Plaque
There is going to be a new plaque for veteran’s names, to be placed on our 30 Ft.
Obelisk in the Veterans Memorial Park. The last plaque was put up in 2008 The
price will be the same $ 35.00, each veteran will have a Certificate made out and
giving to the person who paid to have the name put on the plaque. What is needed:
print the full name of veteran, the service and any other information. (This will
be used on the certificate)., The person that is paying should give their address
and telephone number. Make check out to American Legion Post 80,4000 Saratoga
Ave., Downers Grove, IL 60515. ATTN: NEW PLAQUE, Post Commander
Woody Kawaters. Woody and Herb. Morrison will be getting all the names for
the new plaque, with your help. This takes time, so read your NewsLetter for
more information. We need 50 veterans’ names, names will to place on plaque as
they come in. Check to see that, the name of the Veteran in not on a Plaque now,
there are over 600 names on the Obelisk now.
Alexander Bradley Burns Post #80,  American Legion, Downers Grove, II. 60515
630-968-9710
New Memorial Plaque, 18”x12” Bronze plaque

The Person paying the Plaque Fee
Name: _________________________
Address: _______________________
City & State: ___________________
Telephone: _____________________
Date: ______________
Print Veteran name you want on plaque
Name: _________________________
Service: _______________________Year:_________

WWI_____ WWII_____ KOREA________ VIETNAM_______
LEBANON/ GRENADA_____
PANAMA_____ PERAIAN GULF_____ IRAQ________
AFGANISTAN______ OTHER_____
Received By__________________ Date__________
Check #_______________ Cash______________

11

A M E R I C A N  L E G I O N  N E W S



12

DECEMBER 2008

Another Christmas will be upon us a few short
weeks from now. Lets pray it’s the beginning of our
salvation when we all will be free somehow.

May the star you wish upon tonight.
Lead to Bethlehem.

Where pilgrims throughout the ages,
Came to worship Him.

Although the manger’s empty now,
We celebrate His birth.

For Christ was truly the greatest gift,
Ever given on earth!

May the star you wish upon tonight,
Fill your heart with love.

And shower you with blessings
From Heaven high above!

May He whose birth we celebrate,
Draw near to you tonight.

As you gather with your loved ones.
And sing by candlelight.

May the star you wish upon tonight,
Bring the peace you desire.

As you retell the Christmas story,
Beside an open fire.

May every heart prepare Him room
And pause to worship Him.

May the star you wish upon tonight,
Lead you to Bethlehem.

RWB

Thought-Of- The-Month
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POST PHONE NUMBER 
(630) 968-9710 
 

COMMANDER................................................................... WOODY KAWATERS 
630-541-3023 

SR. VICE ................................................................................RICH GREENWALD 
JR. VICE ........................................................................................TODD HANSON 
ADJUTANT.........................................................................................JIM NELSON 
FINANCE .....................................................................................RICH MUELLER  
SGT-AT-ARMS ...............................................................................FRANK RISKY 
HISTORIAN .......................................................................... DICK BERNARDINI 
CHAPLAIN .....................................................................................JACK BORDER 
JUDGE ADVOCATE ....................................................................JACK BORDER 
SERVICE OFFICER................................................................HERB MORRISON 

969-1655 
NEWSLETTER ........................................  JOE PAPPALARDO& JIM LEONAS 

964-0011                964-0030 
DUES:   LEGION  $35.00/YEAR / S.A.L.  $ 7.00/YEAR  

1919....Walter Staats 
1920....Robert W. Carpenter 
1921....Jay Allison 
1922....Dan M. Diener 
1923....Norman E. Anderson 
1924....Henry Swift 
1925....Morris E. Stevenson 
1926....William E. Hooper 
1927....Harold H. Clarke 
1928....George Hannan 
1929....A.T. Witt 
1930....Arthur Johnson 
1931....A.T. Witt 
1932....A.J. Walter 
1933....J. Richard Hawkins 
1934....Melvin G. Binder 
1935....L.J. Dixon 
1936....William A. Finger 
1937....G. Willard McCollum 
1938....Leslie L. Meyer 
1939....Charles Dyer 
1940....Newell Fishel 
1941....Rollin Whitaker 
1942....Ivan M. Webster 
1943....Thomas C. Arndt 
1944....Wallace S. Whitlock 
1945....Stanley A. Lynch 
1946....Louis A. Edwards 
Italics denotes deceased 
1947....Thomas J. Lanagan 

1948....Eugene Weaver 
1949....Fred W. Lester 
1950...Harvey H. Kenitz 
1951....Joseph R. Krepper 
1952...Gilbert G. Giesler 
1953....Andrew S. Blaida 
1954....Herschel Hubbard 
1955....A.R. Fister 
1956....Dino Convalle 
1957....Tony F. Morello 
1958....W.H. Schenke 
1959....James L. Newall 
1960....Edwin D. Wrenn 
1961....Bernard J. Blaida 
1962....Louis W. Wrenn 
1963....James R. Hodous 
1964....Jerry Kopecky 
1965....Earl W. Will 
1966....Leonard J. Voss 
1967....Gene Kappelman 
1968....Alois E. Sheber 
1969....Mason Taylor 
1970....William Harkness 
1971....Earl W. Will 
1972....Steven J. Kadlec 
1973....Joseph A. Bartels 
1974...Zedo Oliver 
1975....Herbert Morrison 
1976....Chester Kotowski 
1977....Ed Knickerbocker 

1978....Elmer J. Mears 
1979....Dudley E. Smalley 
1980....Jens P. Vimtrup 
1981....Elmer W. Anderson 
1982....Elmer W. Anderson 
1983....Frank J. Bulin 
1984....George R. Novak 
1985....George R. Novak 
1986....Bill Johnson 
1987....A.E. Sheber 
1988....David D. Wisbrock 
1989....David D. Wisbrock 
1990....David D. Wisbrock 
1991....Gilbert J. Gawin 
1992....Gilbert J. Gawin 
1993....Ken Gallagher 
1994....Richard Bernardini 
1995....Emery Wolff 
1996....Curt McCullagh 
1997....Larry Bryant 
1998....Larry Bryant 
1999....John Magic 
2000....Jack Border 
2001....Jack Border 
2002....Bob Isenberger 
2003....Bob Isenberger 
2004....Joe Pappalardo 
2005....Richard Rooney 
2006.. .Richard Rooney 
2007.. .Richard Mueller 
2008.. .Richard Mueller 
 
 

 
PRESIDENT ......................................................... ROSEMARY COLLINS  
VICE PRESIDENT .............................................EVELYN FREDERICKS 
SECRETARY....................................................................PAT MUSTRADI 
TREASURER............................................................. JANE BERNARDINI 
CHAPLAIN.......................................................................GERRY GRAGG 
HISTORIAN ....................................................KATHLEEN HOTCHKISS 
SERGEANT-AT-ARMS .......................................... LOUISE LEWANSKI 
ASST. SERGEANT-AT-ARMS ..................................... ARLENE GUEST 

 
DUES:   AUXILIARY   $13.50/YEAR JR. AUX     $3.00/YEAR 

PAST PRESIDENTS 
1920....Margaret Bebb 
1921....Jessie Straub 
1922....Matilda Uhlorn 
1923....Myra Hawkins 
1924....Clara Nash Hawkins 
1925....Emily Sanders 
1926....Daisy Swift 
1927....Florence Johnson 
1928....Mary Pfaff 
1929....Esther Binder 
1930....Beulah McCollum 
1931....Viola Vix 
1932....Bernice Goltry 
1933....Mae Jones 
1934....Bernice Hannan 
1935....Marie Finger 
1936....Evelyn Walter 
1937....Josephine Mitchell 
1938....Lorraine Edwards 
1939....Ethel Margison 
1940....Vera Iehl 
1941....Mabel Webster 
1942....Muriel Fischel 
1943....Ruth Karvatt 
1944....Emily Mrkvicka 
1945....Flossie Dreuttel 
1946....Minnie Lester 
1947....Esther Weaver 
1948....Myrtle Kraft 
Italics denotes deceased 

1949....Vivian Harkness 
1950....Christine McGarvie 
1951....Shirley Wrenn 
1952....Letitia Mrkvicka 
1953....Corabelle Krepper 
1954....Christine McGarvie 
1955....Elsie Niedner 
1956....Kathleen Hotchkiss 
1957....Marian Lacey 
1958....Evelyn Fredericks 
1959....Shirley Schenke 
1960....Margaret Morello 
1961....Marian Ruzicka 
1962....Margaret Edwards 
1963....Alice Pechinski 
1964....Alice Pechinski 
1965....Anne Creel 
1966....Evelyn Jenkins 
1967....Dorthy Nied 
1968....Eleanor Bartels 
1969....Alice Pechinski 
1970....Helen Beck 
1971....Jeanette Foster 
1972....Dorthy Kadlec 
1973....Margaret Morello 
1974....Ann Hodous 
1975....Ann Hodous 
1976....Eleanor Bartels 
1977....Alice Pechinski 
1978....Mildred Mueller 

1979....Catherine Smalley 
1980....Frances North 
1981....Anne Creel 
1982....Henrietta Gerz-Zurek 
1983....Henrietta Gerz-Zurek 
1984....Anne Creel 
1985....Genevieve Kotowski 
1986....Genevieve Kotowski 
1987....Ethel Clark 
1988....Bonita Wisbrock 
1989....Eleanor Bartels 
1990....Bonita Wisbrock 
1991....Henrietta Gerz-Zurek 
1992....Henrietta Gerz-Zurek 
1993....Henrietta Gerz-Zurek 
1994....Midge Zielinski 
1995...Boneta Wisbrock 
1996....Leora Novak 
1997....Leora Novak 
1998...Henrietta Gerz-Zurek 
1999...Henrietta Gerz-Zurek 
2000...Lorraine Vimtrup 
2001...Leora Novak 
2002...Henrietta Gerz-Zurek 
2003...Midge Zielinski 
2004...Bonnie Wisbrock 
2005...Bonnie Wisbrock 
2006...Bonnie Wisbrock 
2007...Bonnie Wisbrock 
2008...Bonnie Wisbrock 


