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POST INFORMATION
PHONE: (630) 968-9710 WEB: POST80.ORG TWITTER: AMLEGIONPOST80

COMMANDER ........................................................................ WOODY KAWATERS
 630-541-3023
SR. VICE ....................................................................................RICH GREENWALD
JR. VICE .............................................................................................TODD HANSON
ADJUTANT .............................................................................................JIM NELSON
FINANCE .........................................................................................RICH MUELLER
SGT-AT-ARMS .............................................................................HOWARD PARKER
HISTORIAN ................................................................................DICK BERNARDINI
CHAPLAIN ........................................................................................ JACK BORDER
JUDGE ADVOCATE  .........................................................................JACK BORDER
SERVICE OFFICER .................................................................... HERB MORRISON
 630-969-1655
NEWSLETTER............................................JOE PAPPALARDO & WAYNE MUHS
 964-0011 357-7747

DUES: LEGION  $35.00/YEAR / S.A.L. $ 7.00/YEAR

1919....Walter Staats
1920....Robert W. Carpenter
1921....Jay Allison
1922....Dan M. Diener
1923....Norman E. Anderson
1924....Henry Swift
1925....Morris E. Stevenson
1926....William E. Hooper
1927....Harold H. Clarke
1928....George Hannan
1929....A.T. Witt
1930....Arthur Johnson
1931....A.T. Witt
1932....A.J. Walter
1933....J. Richard Hawkins
1934....Melvin G. Binder
1935....L.J. Dixon
1936....William A. Finger
1937....G. Willard McCollum
1938....Leslie L. Meyer
1939....Charles Dyer
1940....Newell Fishel
1941....Rollin Whitaker
1942....Ivan M. Webster
1943....Thomas C. Arndt
1944....Wallace S. Whitlock
1945....Stanley A. Lynch
1946....Louis A. Edwards 
Italics denotes deceased
1947....Thomas J. Lanagan

1948....Eugene Weaver
1949....Fred W. Lester
1950...Harvey H. Kenitz
1951....Joseph R. Krepper
1952...Gilbert G. Giesler
1953....Andrew S. Blaida
1954....Herschel Hubbard
1955....A.R. Fister
1956....Dino Convalle
1957....Tony F. Morello
1958....W.H. Schenke
1959....James L. Newall
1960....Edwin D. Wrenn
1961....Bernard J. Blaida
1962....Louis W. Wrenn
1963....James R. Hodous
1964....Jerry Kopecky
1965....Earl W. Will
1966....Leonard J. Voss
1967....Gene Kappelman
1968....Alois E. Sheber
1969....Mason Taylor
1970....William Harkness
1971....Earl W. Will
1972....Steven J. Kadlec
1973....Joseph A. Bartels
1974...Zedo Oliver
1975....Herbert Morrison
1976....Chester Kotowski
1977....Ed Knickerbocker

1978....Elmer J. Mears
1979....Dudley E. Smalley
1980....Jens P. Vimtrup
1981....Elmer W. Anderson
1982....Elmer W. Anderson
1983....Frank J. Bulin
1984....George R. Novak
1985....George R. Novak
1986....Bill Johnson
1987....A.E. Sheber
1988....David D. Wisbrock
1989....David D. Wisbrock
1990....David D. Wisbrock
1991....Gilbert J. Gawin
1992....Gilbert J. Gawin
1993....Ken Gallagher
1994....Richard Bernardini
1995....Emery Wolff
1996....Curt McCullagh
1997....Larry Bryant
1998....Larry Bryant
1999....John Magic
2000....Jack Border
2001....Jack Border
2002....Bob Isenberger
2003....Bob Isenberger
2004....Joe Pappalardo
2005....Richard Rooney
2006.. .Richard Rooney
2007.. .Richard Mueller
2008.. .Richard Mueller
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Commander’s Column
Over the past three months I have written about three of the four pillars upon 
which the American Legion is based. The last is mentoring youth. There are 
countless ways we do this. Since we began as a Post we have had a special 
relationship with the Boy Scouts.  Supporting Scouting is a very big part of 
what we do. Over the past year we have opened up some slots at Boy’s State 
for scouts. This way, we as Legionnaires can teach about the flag, respect for 

the military and give the youth an opportunity to learn about government first 

hand. We support Little League and Softball teams. This allows the children 
to learn sportsmanship. We provide scholarships both in schools and through 
a selection panel at the Post. This definitely helps to further their studies. We 

support Downers Grove North’s participation where they send children to 
Washington D.C. to participate in the Close Up Program. In the past we have 
paid for people who could not afford to travel overseas as a person-to-person 
ambassador. We have paid to have people travel with a Drum & Bugle Corp. 
We have our Children’s Christmas party every year and we hit the streets of 
Downers Grove to raise money for the Children’s Miracle Network. We donate 
to local shelters where homeless families can have a safe place to sleep.  There 
is the SAL and Junior Auxiliary Groups. These are part of our American Legion 
Family just as much as we are. 

What do we get for our money? We get healthy, safe, well developed children, 
to whom if we listen, can teach each of us something that we don’t know every 
day for the rest of our lives. We get better educated, more thoughtful children 
that support our country and we get to have influence with tomorrow’s leaders. 

We get from them much more that we give.

Now how do we afford the four pillars? One method is through dues. The new 
Legion year starts in September and the first dues notices have gone out. Please 

get your dues in soon. As always, if the $35 is an issue please let either Jim 
Nelson or me know.  We do not want the dues fee to be an impediment to any 
of you retaining your membership in our organization. But again, please get the 
dues in soon so we can focus on what are important, developing new programs 
at the Post. 

Please be kind to each other- Woody
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THANK YOU

A big thank you to Ron & Marilyn Czech, Joe Pappalardo and Michele 
Kawaters for helping at our table at the “Rockin’ for the Troop” concert 
on Saturday July 18, 2009.The table was manned for five hours and we 

gave out 300 brochures on the Moving Wall. We were two tables away 
from one sponsored by the Department of Illinois and next to the US 
Postal Service who gave us a framed stamps of the Military Services. In 
addition we got to hear some great music. - Woody

ONCE AGAIN PLEASE

The Legion year starts on September 1st.  That means by now you 
should have received your annual dues notices. Please send them in as 
soon as possible. They remain $35/ year. The sooner we reach our target 
the quicker I can stop harping on getting your dues in. Because of these 
economic times, we do not expect nor want people to spend $35 on 
dues when it could go for food, medicine or mortgage. Just let me know 
and we will cover you until you get back on your feet. We feel that the 
Legion is very important to all veterans and money should not get in the 
way.

Last year we had 456 members and we were 96% of our target. In 
addition I am asking each of you to go recruit one more member for our 
post.  It cost you nothing and helps us when we speak to our elected 
officials. It would be nice to exceed our goal for the year.  Woody
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The Pledge of Allegiance:

Pete Tepler gave me a sheet of paper put out by The Knights of 
Columbus (K of C) that out lined the history of the phrase “under God”.  
I did not know any of the following; I was only three when the term 
was added to the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. For those like me 
let me review from the paper.  The Pledge of Allegiance was originated 
on Columbus Day 1893. God was not mention. In 1951 the Board of 
Directors of the Knights of Columbus adopted a resolution to add the 
words “under God” In 1952 and 53 The K of C introduce the resolution 
again. They sent copies to the President, Vice President, and Speaker of 
the House and to each member of both Houses of Congress. Finally the 
resolution introduced by Congressman Louis C. Rabaut of Michigan was 
adopted by both Houses of Congress. The bill was signed by President 
Eisenhower on Flag Day 1954.

“In August 1954, the Illinois American Legion Convention adopted a 
resolution whereby recognition was given to the Knights of Columbus 
as having initiated, sponsored and brought about the amendment to the 
Pledge of Allegiance: and on October 6, 1954 The National Executive 
Committee of the American Legion gave approval to that resolution.”
Thank you Pete for pointing this article out to me and thank you to the 
Knights of Columbus for reminding us of God. - Woody

ARE THE MARINES BETTER THAN THE NAVY? ASK THE 
PEIFFER FAMILY

Congratulations to Alec Peiffer a Post 80 member who recently 
graduated from OCS at the Marine Base Quantico. Clearly Alec now 
has something to discuss with his brother, Garrick who graduated from 
Annapolis a short while ago. By the Bye both of these fine young men 

were Boy Scouts that obtained the rank of Eagle.  A big Congratulations 
from Post 80 to Alec and the whole Peiffer family. - Woody
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91st Annual Department Convention

Annual Department Convention was held July 8-11, 2009 in Springfield.  

Delegates were Jack Border, Rich Greenwald and Woody Kawaters. On 
Thursday morning Kawaters attended an Adjutant Seminar. The minutes 
of this meeting were shared with the adjutant. Thursday afternoon the 
11th District Caucus was held, various committee reports were heard 
and committee recommendations on resolutions were heard. On Friday 
the Department met as a whole; most of the morning was dedicated to 
committee recommendations on the resolutions and votes on issues. The 
Committee on Americanism had three resolutions, all of which regarded 
the desire to restore the Oratorical Contest to the old format.  During 
discussions it was pointed out that this contest has had a dwindling 
number of contestants. All three resolutions were rejected. Under the 
internal affairs committee there was a resolution to combine the 1st & 
2nd Districts. This resolution passed. Under the Legislation Committee 
three resolutions passed. One asking the DoD to stop selling the rights 
to the Big Red One symbol for commercial gains. Another supports the 
Selective Service having mandatory registration of women age 18- 25 
years old. The last resolution called upon Congress to increase the per 
mile exemption for volunteer workers. A copy of all the resolutions and 
the final outcome are on file with the Adjutant.

The afternoon was dedicated to giving out awards. Of note was the fact 
that out of the whole Department only one Fire Fighter of The Year was 
entered. The speakers were interesting but by and large said very little 
that was new. 

Saturday, the Remembrance Service showed that the total of legion, 
auxiliary, and sons of the legion combined that passed last year was 
3,524. Of that amount The Second Division lost 643 people (legion) and 
150 women in the Auxiliary.  The remembrance service was, as always 
very reverent.

Continued
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The Convention book identifies Post 80 and Auxiliary Unit 80 both as 

being in the top group that gave to Gifts To Yanks Program. 

Dick Bernardini won second place (even if they spelled his name 
incorrectly) in the picture book category.

As with all of the Conventions, talking to the people that we haven’t 
seen in a while was the true benefit. Paul Gardner, who is a past 2nd 

Division Commander and installed the officers of our Post last year, paid 

all of you a nice complement by saying that, in conversation with other 
Legionnaires, Post 80 was identified as one of three nicest Posts in the 

state. Submitted by Woody

4th of July Parade 2009

Joe Pappalardo, Nick Bresis, Herd Morrison Gene Kulaga
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Heritage Festival June 27th & 28th

Thank you to Dick Bernardini for coordinating another successful 
Heritage Fair and all of the volunteers for helping. A special Thank 
You to Ed Ludwig, for hand crafting a wooden Battle Field Cross 
that we sold chances to win it at the Fair. This beautiful piece of 
art added over $100 towards the Moving Wall Fund. The piece of 
art was won by Cindy who lives in Chicago. Here sister lives in 
Downers Grove and will be picking it up for her.

A picture of Ed holding the Cross.
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Top Row: Rich Greenwald, Woody Kawaters, Jim Sotirakus, 
Dick Bernardini, Jack Border, Rich Mueller, Gene Kulaga
Bottom Row: Jim Nelson, Joe Pappalardo, Frank Mangone, 
Emery Wolff

Post 80’s Booth Display

Heritage Festival June 27th & 28th
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“All Bingo Players”
The next Half Prince Bingo Night will be

Tuesday, August 11
Mark your Calendar Bring Your Friends

Get in the Action
Be A Winner at Post 80

Veterans Helping Veterans

Post 80 has two motor operated wheelchairs and would like to donate 
to a Legion or Auxiliary member that needs one. Call Post 80 at 
630-968-9710 or Herb Morrison at 630-969-1655. The post will 
deliver a chair to you at no cost. Elmer Anderson’s son donated the 
chair.

New Plaque for the Obelisk
Post 80 is taking names for a new plaque for the Obelisk, at present we 
have three names, fifty are needed before a new plaque is ordered. You 

don’t have your name places on the plaque Call the Past Adjutant at 
630-969-9710 or Herb Morrison at 630-969-1655

Installation of Officers

Installation of Officers and Awards Dinner

On Saturday, August 15th the new officers of Post 80 and the Auxiliary 

will be installed. Mark your calendar and make plans to attend and meet 
the new officers. The bar will open at 5:30 pm for cocktails, dinner will 

be served at 6:30 pm and order and ceremonies will begin at 8:30 pm or 
earlier

See you all on August 15th
9
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PILLARS

Back in February, Commander Woody asked me to set up some training 
on the FOUR PILLARS of The American Legion.  We ordered material 
from EMBLEM SALES and after going over the material I found that 
it really didn’t give me much to go on.  So I began looking back in the 
Legion’s history.

First you might ask, What are the Four Pillars?  They are:
1 > A strong National Security
2 > Mentoring youth
3 > Promoting patriotism and honor
4 > Veterans affairs and rehab
These sound simple enough and we practice these every day at Post 80. 
But where did these ideas come from?  At every Post meeting we recite 
the Preamble to the Constitution of the American Legion.  In 1919 the 
founders of The American Legion put the Preamble together after a lot 
of thought as to its wording and its meaning.  The term pillars came into 
play many years later.  Their meaning can be interpreted in many ways, 
all of which would be correct.  When reciting the Preamble, we find all 

of the “Pillars” within its content.  Also last year (April 2008) I put a 
brief explanation of it in this Newsletter.

I will assume that every member of Post 80 has a copy of our Preamble 
as all new members are given one when they join.  You can also pick 
one up at Post meetings.  The following information appeared in The 
American Legion Magazine beginning with the July 1940 issue.  There 
was a series of ten articles, each explaining a phrase of our Preamble.  
Keep in mind that these articles were written by legionnaires who were 
veterans of the first world war and our country was on the eve of the 

second world war.
Continued
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The first article was written by Anson T. McCook, July 1940.

“We associate ourselves together for the following purposes.”
“TO UPHOLD AND DEFEND THE CONSTITUTION OF
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA”

There is nothing flabby about The American Legion or its Constitution.  

Both are active and vigorous.  The builders of our Constitution refused 
to entrust supreme power to any one man.  They placed it instead in the 
hands of many, permitting war to be declared only by Congress - by men 
and women of our own frequent choosing and directly responsible to the 
people.  In defending the Constitution, we therefore defend our peace 
and our security.

Our country has been the happiest and most prosperous even in hard 
times.  But our way of life can be lost if it is not protected.  Our 
Constitution allows us to speak freely and openly on issues of national 
security and the Legion does so.  Our representation in Washington 
shows our government that we are watching what our leaders are doing.  
As an organization we, The American Legion are not only protecting the 
rights of every citizen but are also aiding the government in finding and 

acting on new and better ways to protect the security of our country.

Above all else we must protect our National Constitution, for it in
return protects all of us.

This is my interpretation of the first article in the series.  I hope you

enjoyed reading it

Past commander, Dave Wisbrock. 
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Notice

On September 12, 2009 at 1 PM there will be a memorial service 
for Ralph Gray at Masonic Lodge 824 AF&AM, 923 Curtis Street, 
Downers Grove. As of 7/16/09 the plan is to hold a memorial 
services with eulogies. There will be a Mason Ceremony, a Knight 
Templar Ceremony, a Legion & VFW Ceremony. It is currently 
envisioned to last 2 to 3 hours. As some of you know Ralph donated 
his body to science and there will be no remains at the ceremonies.  
More information when I get it.   - Woody

Bob Jensen
Mrs. Frank Risky
Bill Westrup

Sick Call
Please keep the named people in your prayers, or if you 
prefer raise your glasses it a toast to them, for a speedy 
recovery.

To:

IN MEMORIAM

Rosalyn Gizzi 

This Auxiliary Member Has Gone 

To The Commander of Us All. Rest Well Our Friend.
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‘The Moving Wall’
The ‘Moving Wall’ is coming to Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80, The 
American Legion, October 1 Through October 5, 2009.  The ‘Moving 
Wall’ is a half size replica of the Vietnam Memorial Wall in Washington, 
DC.  To cover costs, we are seeking donations.  Please ask your friends, 
relatives and coworkers to donate also.

Please mail or bring your donation to:
Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80
4000 Saratoga Avenue
Downers Grove, Illinois 60516
(630) 968-9710

Visit our website at
www.post80.org

Rentals Available for the 2009 Season
Do you have an Event in the near future?
We can accommodate your Rental Needs.

Our Banquet Hall, Our Pavilion and Our Gazebo are available for the 
2009 season.  Our Banquet Hall can accommodate 300 people, Our 

Pavilion will seat 144 people under cover and the surrounding 11 acres 
can accommodate many more people and Our Gazebo with a garden like 
atmosphere is just right for that romantic wedding.  Up to 200 chairs sur-

rounding the Gazebo can accommodate any large wedding.
We give discounts to members, school organizations and charities.

For more information:

Call Post 80 at (630) 968-9710 

or our Rental Agent at (630) 971-O5l5 or 

visit our visit our website at www.post8O.org



A M E R I C A N  L E G I O N  N E W S  

15

The Moving Wall

Taken from The Purple Heart Magazine May/June 2009

Voices From The Wall
Our days on earth were forfeited

So liberty could live,

Our fading memory is all that’s left
We have no more to give

Though our voices rest in silence
Our spirit does not sleep,

These many names are guardians of 
This place where others weep

We thank you for remembering
The costliness of wars,

Our death passed freedoms torch to you
Its burden now is yours

Each day your heart connects with ours
Our souls feel the gain,

Remembrance is our sweet bouquet
We have not died in vain

“Dedicated to those whose names are on the Vietnam Memorial” by 
RLS Jan 2009 Vietnam 69-70/70-71

The Moving Wall is coming to Post 80, 10/1 – 10/5 2009.
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PRESIDENT ...........................................................................ROSEMARY COLLINS 
VICE PRESIDENT .............................................................. EVELYN FREDERICKS
SECRETARY ............................................................................ JULIE ISENBERGER
TREASURER ..............................................................................JANE BERNARDINI
CHAPLAIN ............................................................................DOLORES HARRISON
HISTORIAN ..................................................................... KATHLEEN HOTCHKISS
SERGEANT-AT-ARMS .............................................................LOUISE LEWANSKI
ASST. SERGEANT-AT-ARMS ........................................................ARLENE GUEST

DUES: AUXILIARY $13.50/YEAR JR. AUX $3.00/YEAR
PAST PRESIDENTS

1920....Margaret Bebb
1921....Jessie Straub
1922....Matilda Uhlorn
1923....Myra Hawkins
1924....Clara Nash Hawkins
1925....Emily Sanders
1926....Daisy Swift
1927....Florence Johnson
1928....Mary Pfaff
1929....Esther Binder
1930....Beulah McCollum
1931....Viola Vix
1932....Bernice Goltry
1933....Mae Jones
1934....Bernice Hannan
1935....Marie Finger
1936....Evelyn Walter
1937....Josephine Mitchell
1938....Lorraine Edwards
1939....Ethel Margison
1940....Vera Iehl
1941....Mabel Webster
1942....Muriel Fischel
1943....Ruth Karvatt
1944....Emily Mrkvicka
1945....Flossie Dreuttel
1946....Minnie Lester
1947....Esther Weaver
1948....Myrtle Kraft
Italics denotes deceased

1949....Vivian Harkness
1950....Christine McGarvie
1951....Shirley Wrenn
1952....Letitia Mrkvicka
1953....Corabelle Krepper
1954....Christine McGarvie
1955....Elsie Niedner
1956....Kathleen Hotchkiss
1957....Marian Lacey
1958....Evelyn Fredericks
1959....Shirley Schenke
1960....Margaret Morello
1961....Marian Ruzicka
1962....Margaret Edwards
1963....Alice Pechinski
1964....Alice Pechinski
1965....Anne Creel

1966....Evelyn Jenkins
1967....Dorthy Nied
1968....Eleanor Bartels
1969....Alice Pechinski
1970....Helen Beck
1971....Jeanette Foster
1972....Dorthy Kadlec
1973....Margaret Morello
1974....Ann Hodous 
1975....Ann Hodous
1976....Eleanor Bartels
1977....Alice Pechinski
1978....Mildred Mueller

1979....Catherine Smalley
1980....Frances North
1981....Anne Creel

1982....Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
1983....Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
1984....Anne Creel

1985....Genevieve Kotowski
1986....Genevieve Kotowski
1987....Ethel Clark
1988....Bonita Wisbrock
1989....Eleanor Bartels
1990....Bonita Wisbrock
1991....Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
1992....Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
1993....Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
1994....Midge Zielinski
1995...Boneta Wisbrock
1996....Leora Novak
1997....Leora Novak
1998...Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
1999...Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
2000...Lorraine Vimtrup
2001...Leora Novak
2002...Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
2003...Midge Zielinski
2004...Bonnie Wisbrock
2005...Bonnie Wisbrock
2006...Bonnie Wisbrock
2007...Bonnie Wisbrock
2008...Bonnie Wisbrock



ELIGIBILITY DATES
WORLD WAR I-APRIL 6, 1917 - NOVEMBER 11, 1918  VIETNAM-FEBRUARY 28, 1961 - MAY 7, 1975
WORLD WAR II-DECEMBER 7, 1941 - DECEMBER 31, 1946  OPER. JUST CAUSE IN PANAMA-DECEMBER 20, 1989 - JAN. 31, 1990
KOREAN WAR-JUNE 25, 1950 - JANUARY 31, 1955  GRANADA & LEBANON - AUGUST 24, 1982 - JULY 31, 1984 PERSIAN 
GULF-AUGUST 2, 1990 - cessation of hostilities

BINGO WORKERS
Aug 4th
TICKETS: Midge Zielinski

 Leora Novak

KITCHEN: Pat Mustradi

 Julie Isenberger

 Jane Bernadini

Aug 11th
TICKETS: Ilean Kuhnert

 Kathleen Hotchkiss 

KITCHEN: Mary Pizzo

 Rylla

 Lorraine Donegan

 Karen Greenwald

Aug 18st
TICKETS: Eleanor Richards

 Karen Fredericks

KITCHEN: Karen Greenwald

 Rosemary Collins

 Arlene Guest

 Carol Cermack 

Aun 25th
TICKETS: Leora Novak

 Kathleen Hotchkiss

KITCHEN: Kathleen Pleet

 Dolores Harrison

 Eileen Mears

 

 No Meeting

 SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT

30

23

16

9

2

AUGUST 2009

31

24

17
NO Auxiliary

Meeting

10

3

25
Bingo

6:30 pm

18
Bingo

6:30 pm

11
1/2 Price

Bingo
6:30 pm

4
Bingo

6:30 pm

26
Board Meeting

7:30

19

12

5
Business 
Meeting

7:30

27

20

13

6

28
Social Night

7:00 pm

21
Social Night

7:00 pm

14
Social Night

7:00 pm

7
Social Night

7:00 pm

29
Coffee 

Doughnuts 
Conversation

8:30 am

22
Coffee 

Doughnuts 
Conversation

8:30 am

15
CDC 8:30 am

Legion Riders10am 
Post Installation 

5:30pm

8
Coffee 

Doughnuts 
Conversation

8:30 am

1
Coffee 

Doughnuts 
Conversation

8:30 am


