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POST INFORMATION
PHONE: (630) 968-9710 WEB: POST80.ORG TWITTER: AMLEGIONPOST80

COMMANDER ............................................................................ RICH GEENWALD
 630.960.5898
SR. VICE  ...........................................................................................TODD HANSON
JR. VICE .................................................................................... RALPH LUNEBURG
ADJUTANT .............................................................................................JIM NELSON
FINANCE ...............................................................................................BOB PARKER
AS. FINANCE ....................................................................................ELMER MEARS
SGT-AT-ARMS .............................................................................HOWARD PARKER
AS. SGT – AT – ARMS ........................................................................... RICH JONES
HISTORIAN ............................................................................... DICK BERNARDINI
CHAPLAIN & JUDGE ADVOCATE ...............................................JACK BORDER
SERVICE OFFICER .................................................................... HERB MORRISON
 630-969-1655
NEWSLETTER............................................JOE PAPPALARDO & WAYNE MUHS
 630-964-0011 630-963-9100

1919....Walter Staats
1920....Robert W. Carpenter
1921....Jay Allison
1922....Dan M. Diener
1923....Norman E. Anderson
1924....Henry Swift
1925....Morris E. Stevenson
1926....William E. Hooper
1927....Harold H. Clarke
1928....George Hannan
1929....A.T. Witt
1930....Arthur Johnson
1931....A.T. Witt
1932....A.J. Walter
1933....J. Richard Hawkins
1934....Melvin G. Binder
1935....L.J. Dixon
1936....William A. Finger
1937....G. Willard McCollum
1938....Leslie L. Meyer
1939....Charles Dyer
1940....Newell Fishel
1941....Rollin Whitaker
1942....Ivan M. Webster
1943....Thomas C. Arndt
1944....Wallace S. Whitlock
1945....Stanley A. Lynch
1946....Louis A. Edwards 
1947....Thomas J. Lanagan

Italics denotes deceased

1948....Eugene Weaver
1949....Fred W. Lester
1950...Harvey H. Kenitz
1951....Joseph R. Krepper
1952...Gilbert G. Giesler
1953....Andrew S. Blaida
1954....Herschel Hubbard
1955....A.R. Fister
1956....Dino Convalle
1957....Tony F. Morello
1958....W.H. Schenke
1959....James L. Newall
1960....Edwin D. Wrenn
1961....Bernard J. Blaida
1962....Louis W. Wrenn
1963....James R. Hodous
1964....Jerry Kopecky
1965....Earl W. Will
1966....Leonard J. Voss
1967....Gene Kappelman
1968....Alois E. Sheber
1969....Mason Taylor
1970....William Harkness
1971....Earl W. Will
1972....Steven J. Kadlec
1973....Joseph A. Bartels
1974...Zedo Oliver
1975....Herbert Morrison
1976....Chester Kotowski
1977....Ed Knickerbocker
1978....Elmer J. Mears
1979....Dudley E. Smalley

1980....Jens P. Vimtrup
1981....Elmer W. Anderson
1982....Elmer W. Anderson
1983....Frank J. Bulin
1984....George R. Novak
1985....George R. Novak
1986....Bill Johnson
1987....A.E. Sheber
1988....David D. Wisbrock
1989....David D. Wisbrock
1990....David D. Wisbrock
1991....Gilbert J. Gawin
1992....Gilbert J. Gawin
1993....Ken Gallagher
1994....Richard Bernardini
1995....Emery Wolff
1996....Curt McCullagh
1997....Larry Bryant
1998....Larry Bryant
1999....John Magic
2000....Jack Border
2001....Jack Border
2002....Bob Isenberger
2003....Bob Isenberger
2004....Joe Pappalardo
2005....Richard Rooney
2006.. .Richard Rooney
2007.. .Richard Mueller
2008.. .Richard Mueller
2009....Woody Kawaters
2010....Woody Kawaters

DUES: LEGION  $35.00/YEAR / S.A.L. $ 7.00/YEAR
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Commander’s Column

The Color Guard had a request to participate in the Memorial 
Service for the 16th Armor Division’s 59th reunion. The Guard 
posted the colors for the opening of the Memorial Service and was 
retrieved at the end. It was a very nice ceremony much like ours 
for Post Everlasting. They requested the use of our bell, which was 
struck for every name read. That was thirty-five names for the past 
year. There was close to that many people in the meeting room 
including spouses or adult children. Next year the Division’s 60th 
reunion will be their last. 
The spokesperson for the service recounted how the Division 
liberated Pilsen, Czechoslovakia. And, how grateful the people 
were freed from the Germans. About fifty years later the City 
dignitaries invited all who could attend to honor these veterans for 
their service. To this day the people of Pilsen still love these guys.
I received a phone call a few days ago from Peggy Castle who also 
participated in the service. She past on to me how really impressed 
everyone from the Division was with our Color Guard. Not only 
did the Guard look sharp, but also performed beautifully. I would 
like to thank our Sergeant of the Guard Larry Bryant, Jack Border, 
John Cruz, and Frank Mangone for a job well done.
Another Labor Day has come and gone. The day started out a 
little drizzly, but by noon it was a pretty nice day. Our usual crew 
that did preparation of the food was there bright and early in the 
morning. John Super did a great job with the chickens like he 
always does. We had some tasty side dishes and desserts thanks 
to the ladies. This year we kept track of how many came to the 
picnic and it was about 200 people including the kids. It was a 
pretty decent turnout. Thank you all who helped with getting things 
prepared, organizing, and helping with the cleanup. 

Continued
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On September 17th the Post had a dinner and ceremony to 
recognize the POW’s & MIA’s going back to WWI. The oldest 
remains recovered were those of a marine sergeant from the first 
battle of WWI the U.S. was involved in. More recently starting 
with Desert Storm we have no MIA’s to report. Our military has 
gone to extraordinary lengths to recover those that have fallen in 
combat. We have had very few POW’s during the current action 
with all returned but one as of now.
Nick Brescia read the names of about ten Downers Grove men who 
were POW’s from WWII and Korea. Woody Kawaters presented 
some facts on the total number of POW’s and MIA’s from all of the 
wars, which was well over 87,000 men. That’s more than double 
the population of Downers Grove, which is 48,164.
We had some honored guests that attended our POW/MIA 
dinner. There were about 60 members of the 504th MP Battalion 
Association that joined us courtesy Of Bob Cormack who’s one of 
our long time members. Among the 504th was Marion Nichalson 
who’s a WWII Vet, and is their oldest member. Marion also had the 
distinction of guarding Lt. Colonel Dwight D. Eisnhower the first 
battalion commander of the 504th.
The Vets came from Hines Saturday as planned. In spite of the 
rainy weather they insisted to stay outside in the pavilion. One 
of the fellows told me that after being cooped up in the hospital 
for days on end it was great to be outside, and view our beautiful 
grounds. The food was really good the Legion Riders did a 
wonderful job, and made the Vets from Hines very happy.
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Auxiliary News
“Channeling Service to our Veterans”

This year’s theme is old TV shows.  We are the “Brady Bunch”.  I was reading 
the music theme song words and it struck me that this is a great analogy for the 

Auxiliary and the Legion.  It goes something like this.
Here’s the story of a lovely lady.  (That’s us, the Auxiliary)

Here’s the story of a man named Brady. (That’s the Legion)

That this group would somehow form a family.  (The Legion Family)

And what a great family we are, providing for rehabilitation of disabled 
veterans, children and youth activities, service to our community, disaster 

relief, and peace and security..

It’s membership renewal time.  Please renew your membership by sending your 
annual dues, ($13.50 senior, 3.00 junior) to Evelyn Fredericks, Membership 

Chair. Or better yet, see you at the October meeting.

Elections were held for Chaplain and Vice-President.  Gerri Gragg is 
our new Chaplain.  Bonnie Wisbrock is our new Vice-President.  Thank you 

both for your service to the unit and our veterans.

The Auxiliary Craft Show held on Saturday, October 16, is our annual 
benefit and wish list collection for Operation Support our Troops, Illinois.  
In the last four years, we have collected 10,000 in cash and goods to send to 
our troops in combat zones.  Your help is needed to make this year’s show an 

even greater success.   Please read the Auxiliary ad and participate where you 
are able. Respectfully submitted Karen Greenwald, President

October 3: Department Caravan/Fall Meeting, Elburn Post 630
 Registration 8am, Caravan 9am, Lunch noon
 Regular meeting after lunch,  call Karen for more
October 11:   VA & R service project, 6:00pm, at Post
October 16:   Craft Show see ad in Legion-aire
October 17: Second Division Fall Meeting,, Gurnee Post 771, 

1pm
Gurnee Post 771, 1:00pm
October 18, meeting: 6:00pm, Field Training conducted by Vicky 

Eckhardt from Department.  Everyone should 
attend and be certified. 
7:00 meeting, Meet our Girls State attendees.

November 6:   Children and Youth Seminar, Bloomington
November 15 meeting: 6:00pm service project, bring brown lunch bags, to 

decorate winter, Valentine and St. Patrick’s’ theme
    7.00pm meeting.
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Beeswax Candles available to Contribute to Environmental 
Conservation Scholarship Fund

Organic Handmade Pure Beeswax Candles for sale just in time for 
the holidays! Place your orders by November 1st using the order form 
below to ensure delivery to the American Legion Post on December 5, 
2010. The candles will be available for pick up throughout the week 
of December 5th -December 11th. A limited number will be available 
for sale at the Auxiliary Craft Show on October 16th.  All proceeds go 
directly to the ‘Bee Green’ Scholarship fund. The beekeepers and their 
families make the candles. Our golden wax comes from hardworking 

Illinois bees. All of our candles are non-toxic, 
dye-free and unscented (though you’ll love the 
natural floral, even if the candles aren’t burned). 
We offer beeswax votives and artistic molded 
shaped candles in the forms of a Skep and a 
poinsettia.

The Skep candle is a pure beeswax replica candle of the straw beehives 
used in the Middle Ages and measures 2 1/2” in diameter by 3 1/2” tall.  
These candles are available for $8 each.
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The Poinsettia candle is a pure beeswax candle in the shape of the 
Christmas flower, measuring a 5.5” diameter x 2.25” tall. It makes a 
lovely center piece and can also be used as a high floating candle on 
its own or paired with multiple poinsettia candles.  These candles are 
available for $8 each.

The votive candle (not shown) is a 2-inch tall candle made of pure 
beeswax.  These candles are available for $2 each.
On behalf of the Downers Grove North students to receive this 
scholarship, thank you in advance for your support.

Beeswax Candle Order
Name:______________________________________
Street Address:_______________________________
City, State, Zip:_______________________________
Phone Number:_______________________________

Candle Design Quantity Unit Price Extended Price
Skep (Beehive) $ 8.00
Poinsettia $ 8.00
Votive $ 2.00
Total

Payment in advance by check is required.
Please make checks payable to Beth Rooney.

Please mail order to:
Beth Rooney

1265 W. Flournoy St. – Unit A
Chicago, IL 60607
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Sons of The American Legion
The SAL cards are in and dues are still $7.00. Please submit the dues to 
the Adjutant and he will send you the cards. Thanks for supporting this 
part of the Legion Family – Woody 

OOPS!!!!
In last months Newsletter in the article entitled “Legion Scholarships 
Veterans Memorial Scholarship for 2011”  I did not correct a few errors. 
The corrections are: (1) Applicants must be under 23 years old and (2) 
Applications are available from the Adjutant. Sorry for not catching 
the errors. – Woody

Legion Scholarships
Veterans Memorial Scholarship for 2011

This is the 34th year of the veterans memorial scholarship and we 
hope to have many our out Post 80 children and grandchildren enter, 
September 2011 entry forms can be obtained from the adjutant. All 
must be out of high school, can enter all 4 years of college. Put your 
name only on the 1st page. All copies will go to 5 judges, 2 non- legion 
members and 3 legion members. Names will be blocked out and you will 
receive a number. Mail in you scholarship forms by March 15th. Mail to 
American Legion Post 80, 4000 Saratoga Ave., Downers Grove 60515. 
First place winner will receive $1000, 2nd place winner will receive 
$500. Must be under 23 years old.

Enter all of the scholarships you can. Samsung/ American Legion 
Scholarship gave $20,000 to 11 winners. The American Legion 
Auxiliary have scholarships: if we find more scholarships, we will put 
them in the Legion letter.

Post 80 Thank You
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POW – MIA Recognition Dinner

On Friday September 17th Post 80 held its annual POW MIA dinner. 
About 70 of our members where joined by about 60 members of the 
504th Military Police Battalion Association. The Association was holding 
it 2010 reunion in Downers Grove. The 504th has a long and honorable 
history of service to our military. 

Commander Rich Greenwald, Chaplain Jack Border, Nick Brescia, and 
Woody Kawaters organized and conducted the ceremony. While Sr. Vice 
and John Pavich tended the bar and collected for Gift For Yanks.

POW-MIA Recognition Day is a US Government assigned day and it 
is always the 3rd Friday in September. This is an event that more of our 
members should try to attend. But there for the grace of God goes one of 
us. Woody

Gift For Yanks

We are starting to gear up for the annual collection for Gift for Yanks 
Program. If you wish to make a contribution please make the check 
out to Gifts For Yanks and send it c/o Herb Morrison, 
American Legion Post 80, 4000 Saratoga Ave, 
Downers Grove, IL 60515. Thank you. Woody



10

OCTOBER 2010

Sick Call 
Please keep the named people in your prayers, or if you prefer 
raise your glasses it a toast to them, for a speedy recovery. -wk

People:
 Ron Czech
 Jim Rosenkranz

IN MEMORIAM
Raulin Wight Jr.

This Legionnaire Has Gone To The Commander of Us All.
Rest well Our Friend.

Fall Back, Change Your Clock

Don’t forget to turn your clock back one hour before turning in on Sat., 
November 6th. Daylight Saving Time ends at 2:00 
am November 7th

Change Your Clock Change You Battery

The Downers Grove Fire Department recommends you to change the battery in 
all smoke detectors in your home when you change the time. 

A working smoke dector more than doubles your chances 
of surviving a home fire. 
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It’s Official; DD-214 now available online

The National Personnel Records Center (NPRC) has provided a web site for 
the veterans to gain access to their DD-214 online www.vetrecs.archives.gov. 
This may be particularly helpful when a veteran needs a copy of his DD-214 
for employment purpose or for membership in the American Legion.
NPRC is working to make it easier for veterans with computers and internet 
access to obtain copies of documents for their military files. Veterans and 
the next of kind of deceased veterans may now use a new online military 
personnel records system to request documents. Other individuals with a need 
for document must still complete the Standard Form 180, which can also be 
downloaded from the online web site. Because the person making the request 
will be asked to supply all information essential for additional information will 
be minimized.
The new web-based application was designed to provided better service these 
requests by elimination the records center’s mail room processing time. Pass 
this information on to former military personnel and their dependents.

Herb Morrison
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Bartenders Needed
Steve Collins, our Bar Manager, is in need of some B.A.S.S.E.T. trained 

bartenders (a Downers Grove requirement for 
someone to be behind the bar, even to serve soda or 
water) to help with our growing bar business.  This 

is a great and easy way to help more veterans.
Contact Steve Collins at usmc.snickers@yahoo.com 

to express your interest and obtain more details.

Post 80 members by now you have received your first notice to pay your 
2011 membership dues and some of you have set it aside. We would 
really like you to dig it out and lets get your dues paid .It is extremely 
beneficial to our post and affiliates that Post 80 achieve our goals .At 
present we stand at 275 PAID and should be at 295 by OCT. 1st as a 
short time goal. Lets not leave it up to the next person take the lead and 
do your part. Thanks 

Post Adjutant 
Jim Nelson

Nominating Committee 20011-2012
In accordance with our by-laws April 2012 the following three 

people comprise the 2011-2012 Nominating Committee

Joe Pappalardo
Dick Rooney
Rich Jones

If you are interested in one of the elected posititions please 
contact any one of the above committee members
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PRESIDENT ...........................................................................KAREN GREENWALD
VICE PRESIDENT ..................................................................BONNIE WISBROCK
SECRETARY ...............................................................................ELECTA CHONKO
TREASURER ................................................................................. NORMA BORDER
CHAPLAIN ........................................................................................GERRI GRAGG
HISTORIAN ......................................................................................MARGE PAVICH
SERGEANT-AT-ARMS ...................................................................ARLENE GUEST
ASST. SERGEANT-AT-ARMS .........................................LORRAINE DONNEGAN

DUES: AUXILIARY $13.50/YEAR JR. AUX $3.00/YEAR
PAST PRESIDENTS

1920....Margaret Bebb
1921....Jessie Straub
1922....Matilda Uhlorn
1923....Myra Hawkins
1924....Clara Nash Hawkins
1925....Emily Sanders
1926....Daisy Swift
1927....Florence Johnson
1928....Mary Pfaff
1929....Esther Binder
1930....Beulah McCollum
1931....Viola Vix
1932....Bernice Goltry
1933....Mae Jones
1934....Bernice Hannan
1935....Marie Finger
1936....Evelyn Walter
1937....Josephine Mitchell
1938....Lorraine Edwards
1939....Ethel Margison
1940....Vera Iehl
1941....Mabel Webster
1942....Muriel Fischel
1943....Ruth Karvatt
1944....Emily Mrkvicka
1945....Flossie Dreuttel
1946....Minnie Lester
1947....Esther Weaver
1948....Myrtle Kraft

Italics denotes deceased

1949....Vivian Harkness
1950....Christine McGarvie
1951....Shirley Wrenn
1952....Letitia Mrkvicka
1953....Corabelle Krepper
1954....Christine McGarvie
1955....Elsie Niedner
1956....Kathleen Hotchkiss
1957....Marian Lacey
1958....Evelyn Fredericks
1959....Shirley Schenke
1960....Margaret Morello
1961....Marian Ruzicka
1962....Margaret Edwards
1963....Alice Pechinski
1964....Alice Pechinski
1965....Anne Creel
1966....Evelyn Jenkins
1967....Dorthy Nied
1968....Eleanor Bartels
1969....Alice Pechinski
1970....Helen Beck
1971....Jeanette Foster
1972....Dorthy Kadlec
1973....Margaret Morello
1974....Ann Hodous 
1975....Ann Hodous
1976....Eleanor Bartels
1977....Alice Pechinski
1978....Mildred Mueller
1979....Catherine Smalley
1980....Frances North

1981....Anne Creel
1982....Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
1983....Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
1984....Anne Creel
1985....Genevieve Kotowski
1986....Genevieve Kotowski
1987....Ethel Clark
1988....Bonita Wisbrock
1989....Eleanor Bartels
1990....Bonita Wisbrock
1991....Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
1992....Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
1993....Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
1994....Midge Zielinski
1995...Boneta Wisbrock
1996....Leora Novak
1997....Leora Novak
1998...Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
1999...Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
2000...Lorraine Vimtrup
2001...Leora Novak
2002...Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
2003...Midge Zielinski
2004...Bonnie Wisbrock
2005...Bonnie Wisbrock
2006...Bonnie Wisbrock
2007...Bonnie Wisbrock
2008...Bonnie Wisbrock
2008...Bonnie Wisbrock
2009...Bonnie Wisbrock
2009...Rosemary Collins
2010...Rosemary Collins



Oct.5
Tickets: - Leora N. and Jane B.
Kitchen: - Arlene G., Carol C. and 
Marge P.

Oct 12
Tickets: - Leora N. and Ilene K.
Kitchen: - Lorraine D., Mary P. and 
Carol C.

Oct. 19
Tickets: - Eleanor R. and Evelyn F.
Kitchen: - Karen G., Delores H. and 
Pam H.

Oct. 26
Tickets: - Pam H. and Kathy P.
Kitchen: - Karen G., Gloria P. and 
Marge P.

Hostesses for 
October 18 Meeting

Marge Pavich and Electa Chunko
31

24

17

10

3

October 2010

Sun

25

18
Auxiliary 

Training 6pm
Meeting 7pm

11
6:00pm VA&R 

Service
Columbus Day

4

Mon.

26
Bingo Doors 

Open at 6:30pm

19
Bingo Doors 

Open at 6:30pm

12
Bingo Doors 

Open at 6:30pm

5
Bingo Doors 

Open at 6:30pm

Tue

27
Board 

Meeting
7:30pm

20

13
County
Meeting 
Wheaton 

75

6
Gen Bus. 
Meeting
7:30pm

Wed

28

21
40 & 8

Meeting
7:30pm

14

7

Thus

29

22

15

8

1
Fri.

30
Coffee 

Doughnuts 
Conversation

8:00 am

23
Coffee 

Doughnuts 
Conversation

8:00 am

16
Craft show 
10am-4pm

CDC 8:30am

9
Coffee 

Doughnuts 
Conversation

8:00 am

2
Coffee 

Doughnuts 
Conversation

8:00 am

Sat

ELIGIBILITY DATES
WORLD WAR I APRIL 6, 1917 - NOVEMBER 11, 1918 ● VIETNAM FEBRUARY 28, 1961 - MAY 7, 1975
WORLD WAR II DECEMBER 7, 1941 - DECEMBER 31, 1946 ● OPER. JUST CAUSE IN PANAMA
DECEMBER 20, 1989 - JAN. 31, 1990 ● KOREAN WAR JUNE 25, 1950 - JANUARY 31, 1955 ● 
GRANADA & LEBANON AUGUST 24, 1982 - JULY 31, 1984 PERSIAN GULF AUGUST 2, 1990 - 
cessation of hostilities

Bingo Workers


