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PHONE: (630) 968-9710 WEB: POST80.ORG TWITTER: AMLEGIONPOST80

COMMANDER ............................................................................ RICH GEENWALD
 630.960.5898
SR. VICE  ...........................................................................................TODD HANSON
JR. VICE .................................................................................... RALPH LUNEBURG
ADJUTANT .............................................................................................JIM NELSON
FINANCE ...............................................................................................BOB PARKER
AS. FINANCE ....................................................................................ELMER MEARS
SGT-AT-ARMS .............................................................................HOWARD PARKER
AS. SGT – AT – ARMS ........................................................................... RICH JONES
HISTORIAN ............................................................................... DICK BERNARDINI
CHAPLAIN & JUDGE ADVOCATE ...............................................JACK BORDER
SERVICE OFFICER .................................................................... HERB MORRISON
 630-969-1655
NEWSLETTER............................................JOE PAPPALARDO & WAYNE MUHS
 630-964-0011 630-963-9100

1919....Walter Staats
1920....Robert W. Carpenter
1921....Jay Allison
1922....Dan M. Diener
1923....Norman E. Anderson
1924....Henry Swift
1925....Morris E. Stevenson
1926....William E. Hooper
1927....Harold H. Clarke
1928....George Hannan
1929....A.T. Witt
1930....Arthur Johnson
1931....A.T. Witt
1932....A.J. Walter
1933....J. Richard Hawkins
1934....Melvin G. Binder
1935....L.J. Dixon
1936....William A. Finger
1937....G. Willard McCollum
1938....Leslie L. Meyer
1939....Charles Dyer
1940....Newell Fishel
1941....Rollin Whitaker
1942....Ivan M. Webster
1943....Thomas C. Arndt
1944....Wallace S. Whitlock
1945....Stanley A. Lynch
1946....Louis A. Edwards 
1947....Thomas J. Lanagan

Italics denotes deceased

1948....Eugene Weaver
1949....Fred W. Lester
1950...Harvey H. Kenitz
1951....Joseph R. Krepper
1952...Gilbert G. Giesler
1953....Andrew S. Blaida
1954....Herschel Hubbard
1955....A.R. Fister
1956....Dino Convalle
1957....Tony F. Morello
1958....W.H. Schenke
1959....James L. Newall
1960....Edwin D. Wrenn
1961....Bernard J. Blaida
1962....Louis W. Wrenn
1963....James R. Hodous
1964....Jerry Kopecky
1965....Earl W. Will
1966....Leonard J. Voss
1967....Gene Kappelman
1968....Alois E. Sheber
1969....Mason Taylor
1970....William Harkness
1971....Earl W. Will
1972....Steven J. Kadlec
1973....Joseph A. Bartels
1974...Zedo Oliver
1975....Herbert Morrison
1976....Chester Kotowski
1977....Ed Knickerbocker
1978....Elmer J. Mears
1979....Dudley E. Smalley

1980....Jens P. Vimtrup
1981....Elmer W. Anderson
1982....Elmer W. Anderson
1983....Frank J. Bulin
1984....George R. Novak
1985....George R. Novak
1986....Bill Johnson
1987....A.E. Sheber
1988....David D. Wisbrock
1989....David D. Wisbrock
1990....David D. Wisbrock
1991....Gilbert J. Gawin
1992....Gilbert J. Gawin
1993....Ken Gallagher
1994....Richard Bernardini
1995....Emery Wolff
1996....Curt McCullagh
1997....Larry Bryant
1998....Larry Bryant
1999....John Magic
2000....Jack Border
2001....Jack Border
2002....Bob Isenberger
2003....Bob Isenberger
2004....Joe Pappalardo
2005....Richard Rooney
2006.. .Richard Rooney
2007.. .Richard Mueller
2008.. .Richard Mueller
2009....Woody Kawaters
2010....Woody Kawaters

DUES: LEGION  $35.00/YEAR / S.A.L. $ 7.00/YEAR
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Commander’s Column
Well here I am writing my first newsletter. Little did I realize 
when I was in high school I’d be doing this. I was lucky I got 
through English class. 

Last Saturday night was the installation and I mentioned the 
big projects that previous commander’s accomplished before 
me. When I got home later that evening I realized that I forgot 
to acknowledge Woody Kawaters bringing the Traveling Wall 
last October. A lot of work and planning went into that project.  
And, a lot more people were involved. So, Woody I apologize 
for the oversight.

I would like to thank the Auxiliary for decorating the hall 
for the installation. Pam Hartigan, Bonnie Wisbrock, Carol 
Cermak, and Karen Greenwald did a fantastic job with the 
decorations. Several weeks ago Woody ordered Hawaiian 
dinner to be catered, and I mentioned we should decorate the 
hall with a Hawaiian theme. The ladies came through, and it 
was really nice. The keyboarders followed through with Tiny 
Bubbles.

Our Legion Riders have had to reschedule their BBQ for 
the disabled vets because of transportation problems. The 
rescheduled event will be September 18th.  I would like to see 
our membership come out and meet with these fine fellows. 
Give the Legion Riders the support that they need because we 
are all family; helps each other.

By the time you receive this newsletter the kids will be back 
in school. The buses will be back on the streets, so please be 
careful. 
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Congrats……

Congratulations to Pete & Eileen Tepler who recently became 
Great Grandparents. Their Grandson Steven Kaefer (Active 
Duty Marine & Post 80 member) and his wife Ashlee gave 
birth to Payton. Reports are that mom & baby are doing well.

In addition, Rich & Karen Greenwald’s son was married 
during the month of August.

For the Record

We have received our Poker Licenses for next year. Our first 
event was/is (depending on when you get this) August 29th.  

We need your help so please let Woody Kawaters know if you 
are available.

In addition our State Liquor Licenses renewal is in the mail 
and should be issued in a timely fashion.
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Mark your Calendar

Did you know that we have a National POW – MIA 
Recognition Day? Given the large (very large) number of 
Missing in Action from WWII, Korea, Vietnam, and the Gulf 
wars we will have a dinner and service on Friday Night, 
September 17, 2010. We have once again put together a solid 
program. Join us in remembering those who gave so much. 
The bar will be open at 5:30PM, dinner at 6:30PM with a 
ceremony following. So mark your calendars, please call the 
Post on a Tuesday and let us know if you are coming and how 
many in your party, and please join us. 

When: Friday, September 17, 2010
Time: 5:30 PM – Drinks; 6:30 PM - Dinner
What: MIA – POW Recognition Ceremony

Bartenders Needed

Steve Collins, our Bar Manager, is in need of some 
B.A.S.S.E.T. trained bartenders (a Downers Grove 
requirement for someone to be behind the bar, even to serve 
soda or water) to help with our growing bar business.  This is 
a great and easy way to help more veterans.
Contact Steve Collins at usmc.snickers@yahoo.com to 
express your interest and obtain more details.
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AUXILIARY PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

In July, I spent four days at the department convention.  My 
overwhelming impression was of how much the Auxiliary does in 
charitable time and contributions for veterans and their families.  

During the last 30 years you might have heard of the “trickle 
down theory”: With the Auxiliary, it’s the “trickle-up theory” And 
we at Unit 80 should be proud of our contribution to this cause.  At 
convention, I listened to committee after committee as they gave these 
astounding reports.

 Past President’s Parley  3713.00
 Scholarships    26.378.00
 Education    22,000.00

Emergency Fund   8870.00
 National Security   47.400.00
 Children and Youth   137,605.00
 Community Service   150,000.00
 

*VA&R    252.580.00
 *Field Service    611,323.00
 *money and goods donated to our facilities

 Grand Total    1,259,869.00

Now multiply this times 50!  This may sound like very good 
news but sadly, many units failed to report their efforts.  

So, ladies, be proud when you wear your auxiliary pin.  Be 
proud that we are members of the unit pyramid that supports State and 
National. As members of the Legion family, we report to Congress and 
we work together with the Legion, SAL, and Legion Riders for our 
veterans and their families.
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Thanks to my installation team.  Installation officer and Past 
President, Pegi Castle, Chaplain and Past President, Sharlene Kruchten 
from Elmhurst Post 157 and Sargent at Arms and Past President, Bonnie 
Wisbrock.

I also want to thank Pam Hartigan, Carol Cermak and Bonnie 
Wisbrock for help with decorations. I was proud that my family 
attended.  I think that I will work well with new Legion Commander, 
Richard Greenwald. 

Our “theme” for this year is old TV shows.  Pegi did a fantastic 
job combining our theme with installation.  We will have lots of fun at 
our meetings with this theme.   I conclude with this line from one of my 
favorite old TV series, “ We shall boldly go where no unit has gone 
before”! I promise that I will serve Unit 80 with the dignity and honor 
that you deserve.

Respectfully,
Karen Greenwald, Unit President

September 12: District Board Meeting, 10:30AM.
   Wood Dale Post #1205
   (call Karen Greenwald if you wish to attend)

September 18: Division Leadership Training

September meeting: Election and installation of a Vice-
President and chaplain.  Installation of the 
Historian.

October 16: Craft Show, help need on Friday evening 
and Saturday.  Bake Sale drop off Friday 
night.

October meeting: 6:00PM, Field Training conducted 
by Vicky Eckhardt from Department.  
Everyone should  attend and be certified.

 7:00PM meeting
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Legion Honey Sold Out in 4 Days!

Honey was harvested from 2 of the 3 beehives located on the Post 
property for the purpose of providing a $500 scholarship award to a 
Downers Grove North student having the best essay on the environment.  
The first harvest yielded 61 pounds of honey from 2 beehives for a 
requested donation of $10 per 1-pound jar to offset the cost of the 
scholarship and beekeeping supplies.

Dick Rooney, the head beekeeper, started a beehive 2 years ago with the 
scholarship idea in mind to be sustained by donations received for the 
processed honey.  Since then, he added 2 more beehives, all of which 
are maintained with the help of fellow beekeepers Ed Ludwig and John 
Super.

Environmental Scholarship essays were 
anonymously submitted and judged by 
the Beekeepers.  Dick Rooney awarded 
the first scholarship to Ms. Dana Rotz at 
the Downers Grove Awards night in May 
(Note the bees were in arrears at the time 
of the award and were encouraged to 
work a little harder).

Pictured above is one of our active 
beehives consisting of 3 “boxes”.  The 
lower 2 are Brood Boxes where the 
queen resides to continually lay eggs to create new bees to sustain and 
grow the hive.  The upper box is called a Super, where the bulk of the 
honey the bees make is stored.  As a Super is filled, we add another (and 
eventually another 1 or 2).  The Supers contain the honey we harvest for 
the Environmental Scholarship.

We look forward to an even better harvest next year.  Thank you to all of 
those who donated.
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Legion Rider Update
The Legion Riders of Post 80 will host a chicken & rib barbecue on 
September 18th for the Veterans in the Spinal Rehab Unit at Hines VA 
Hospital. Legion Riders from other Posts have volunteered to help make 
the afternoon a fun one for our honored guests with music and games. 
Tickets for this event are $15.00. Post 80 members who would like to 
participate may purchase tickets from Steve Collins 
(cell phone 708 473 5620) or John Pavich (cell phone 630 712 1834)

Candlelight Bowl Fundraiser – October 24th

All of the American Legion Post 80 Family are cordially invited to the 
next Legion Rider fundraising event, a Candle Light Bowl on Oct 23rd 
at the Strikes & Spares Lanes in Lockport, IL. Tickets for this event are 
$30 and include food and rental of bowling shoes and balls. Plan to join 
the fun.

All fundraising efforts by the Legion Riders of Post 80 support such 
events as the barbecue as well as direct assistance to meet the needs 
of the hospitalized veterans at Hines VA Hospital. Legion Riders also 
contribute to the Legacy Scholarship Fund for children who lost parents 
during the 9/11 attacks. Legion Riders of Post 80 also contribute to the 
Support Our Troops Program to provide needed comfort items to active 
military in Iraq and Afghanistan. 
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Post Website Updated and Improved

Recent revisions have been made to www.post80.org, providing more 
information on post activities and available assistance.  The design 
by co-Webmaster Jon Ludwig allows for fast uploading of pages and 
information within each page.  Information is posted by co-Webmaster 
Ed Ludwig based on input from the website users.  Some recent changes 
include:

Bingo•  page created with the jackpot amounts updated weekly 
based on input from the Bingo Manager.

Calendar•  page continually updated based on input from many 
sources.  It contains detailed information about activities on a 
given date.  The easiest way to view information is to click on 
Calendar, click on “Click Here for the Monthly Calendar”, 
Click on Month, then single click on the event for which you’d 
like to see details.  Rentals are posted as soon as the Rental Agent 
advises there is a signed contract.

Rentals•  page contains information on how to contact our Rental 
Agent and some updated photos of the facilities.

Newsletters•  page has the monthly newsletters on-line since 
September 2008.

Web Links•  page updated with many new links available for 
veterans assistance and information.  This page does not contain 
any paid advertisements.  A web link found to be soliciting 
business is deleted, as the purpose of this page is to provide you 
with useful information.

Future updates will include the Officers, Committees, Auxiliary, 
Contact Us and Rentals pages information that becomes effective 
September 1st.  Updates to other pages will be made based on 
information provided in the required format to e.ludwig@comcast.net.  
If you’re not sure what format to use, contact Ed.
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Troop 80 Eagle Scout Commissioned as USMC 2nd Lt.

Alec Peiffer, an Eagle Scout from Troop 80, was commissioned as a 2nd 
Lieutenant in the Marine Corps, August 8th. The commissioning ceremony 
took place at Wohlers Hall on the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign 
Campus.  Alec requested that Post 80 present the service flags for the three 
midshipmen to be commissioned. Representing Post 80 were Ed Ludwig, 
Alec’s scout leader from Troop 80, Lt. Col. Dick Rooney, Army Reserve and 
past commander, and Rich Greenwald, Sr. Vice. 

Captain Kimberly Byrd administered the oath for Alec’s commission. After the 
oath Cindy Peiffer and Kaitlin Vicari pinned his Lieutenant bars. Ed Ludwig 
gave Alec his first salute, and presented a service flag with two blue stars. 
Alec’s older brother Garrick, an Eagle Scout from Troop 80, is a Lt. (j.g.) in the 
Navy.
Congratulations to Alec and his parents Bruce and Cindy Peiffer. We are very 
proud of one of our own. 

Pictured above (l to r): Dick Rooney, Alec Peiffer, Ed Ludwig, and
Rich Greenwald.

Pictured above (l to r): Cindy Peiffer, Alec Peiffer, and 
Bruce Peiffer
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Legion Scholarships
Veterans Memorial Scholarship for 2011

This is the 34th year of the veterans memorial scholarship and we 
hope to have many our out Post 80 children and grandchildren enter, 
September 2011 entry forms can be obtained from the addagent. All 
must be out of high school, can enter all 4 years of college. Put your 
name only on the 1st page. All copies will go to 5 judges, 2 non- legion 
members and 3 legion members. Names will be blocked out and your 
will receive a number. Mail in you scholarship forms by March 15th. 
Mail to American Legion Post 80, 4000 Saratoga Ave., Downers Grove 
60515. First place winner will receive $1000, 2nd place winner will 
receive $500. Must be over 23 years old.

Enter all of the scholarships you can. Samsung/ American Legion 
Scholarship gave $20,000 to 11 winners. The American Legoin 
Auxiliary have scholarships: if we find more scholarships, we will put 
them in the Legion letter.

Post 80 Thank You

Veteran Helping Veteran
Post #80 has one motor operated wheelchair and other equipment that is 
needed to recover from a hospital visit. Call the post 630-968-9710 or 
630-969-1655.

On September 19th, 2010 Post 80 takes the veterans from DuPage 
County Conv. center out to IHOP. If you are free, let Nick Brescib or 
Hern Morrison know: they will be at the post on Tuesday from 1:30 to 
3:30pm.

The post completed 2 plaques and they are up on the south side of the 
obelisk. The 3rd plaque is being checked and we hope to have it made 
and up in November. This will put 121 more names on the obelisk. 
Thanks to Joe Pappalardo and Herb Morrison.
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PRESIDENT ...........................................................................KAREN GREENWALD
VICE PRESIDENT ..............................................................................................OPEN
SECRETARY ...............................................................................ELECTA CHONKO
TREASURER ................................................................................. NORMA BORDER
CHAPLAIN .......................................................................................................... OPEN
HISTORIAN ......................................................................................................... OPEN
SERGEANT-AT-ARMS ................................................................... ARLENE GUEST
ASST. SERGEANT-AT-ARMS .........................................LORRAINE DONNEGAN

DUES: AUXILIARY $13.50/YEAR JR. AUX $3.00/YEAR
PAST PRESIDENTS

1920....Margaret Bebb
1921....Jessie Straub
1922....Matilda Uhlorn
1923....Myra Hawkins
1924....Clara Nash Hawkins
1925....Emily Sanders
1926....Daisy Swift
1927....Florence Johnson
1928....Mary Pfaff
1929....Esther Binder
1930....Beulah McCollum
1931....Viola Vix
1932....Bernice Goltry
1933....Mae Jones
1934....Bernice Hannan
1935....Marie Finger
1936....Evelyn Walter
1937....Josephine Mitchell
1938....Lorraine Edwards
1939....Ethel Margison
1940....Vera Iehl
1941....Mabel Webster
1942....Muriel Fischel
1943....Ruth Karvatt
1944....Emily Mrkvicka
1945....Flossie Dreuttel
1946....Minnie Lester
1947....Esther Weaver
1948....Myrtle Kraft

Italics denotes deceased

1949....Vivian Harkness
1950....Christine McGarvie
1951....Shirley Wrenn
1952....Letitia Mrkvicka
1953....Corabelle Krepper
1954....Christine McGarvie
1955....Elsie Niedner
1956....Kathleen Hotchkiss
1957....Marian Lacey
1958....Evelyn Fredericks
1959....Shirley Schenke
1960....Margaret Morello
1961....Marian Ruzicka
1962....Margaret Edwards
1963....Alice Pechinski
1964....Alice Pechinski
1965....Anne Creel

1966....Evelyn Jenkins
1967....Dorthy Nied
1968....Eleanor Bartels
1969....Alice Pechinski
1970....Helen Beck
1971....Jeanette Foster
1972....Dorthy Kadlec
1973....Margaret Morello
1974....Ann Hodous 
1975....Ann Hodous
1976....Eleanor Bartels
1977....Alice Pechinski
1978....Mildred Mueller
1979....Catherine Smalley
1980....Frances North

1981....Anne Creel

1982....Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
1983....Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
1984....Anne Creel

1985....Genevieve Kotowski
1986....Genevieve Kotowski
1987....Ethel Clark
1988....Bonita Wisbrock
1989....Eleanor Bartels
1990....Bonita Wisbrock
1991....Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
1992....Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
1993....Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
1994....Midge Zielinski
1995...Boneta Wisbrock
1996....Leora Novak
1997....Leora Novak
1998...Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
1999...Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
2000...Lorraine Vimtrup
2001...Leora Novak
2002...Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
2003...Midge Zielinski
2004...Bonnie Wisbrock
2005...Bonnie Wisbrock
2006...Bonnie Wisbrock
2007...Bonnie Wisbrock
2008...Bonnie Wisbrock
2008...Bonnie Wisbrock
2009...Bonnie Wisbrock
2009...Rosemary Collins
2010...Rosemary Collins



SEPT. 7th
TICKETS: Leora N. & Jane B.
KITCHEN: Arlene G.,Carol C. & Cheryl B.

SEPT.  14th
TICKETS: Eleanor R. & Evelyn F.
KITCHEN: Karen G., Delores H. & Carol C.

SEPT. 21st
TICKETS: Lorraine D. & Marge P.
KITCHEN: Gloria P., Karen G. & Marge P.

SEPT. 28th
TICKETS: Kathy P. & Pam H.
KITCHEN: Karen G., Gloria P. & Marge P.

HOSTESSES SEPT. MEETING: 
Unit Officers

26

19

12

5

September

Sun

27

20

13

6
Labor Day

Picnic

Mon.

28
Bingo Doors 
Open at 4:30

21
Bingo Doors 
Open at 4:30

14
Bingo Doors 
Open at 4:30

7

Bingo Doors 
Open at 4:30

Tue

29

22
Board of 
Directors 
Meeting

15

8
DuPage County 
Meeting at Post 

80

1
General Business 

Meeting

Wed

30

23

16

9

2
Thus

2010

24

17
POW/MIA 
Recognition 

Night 5:30PM

10

3
Fri.

25
Coffee 

Doughnuts 
Conversation

8:00 a.m.

18
C D C

8:30 am
The Air Force 

Birthday (1947) 

11
Coffee 

Doughnuts 
Conversation

8:00 am

4
Coffee 

Doughnuts 
Conversation

8:00 am

Sat

ELIGIBILITY DATES
WORLD WAR I APRIL 6, 1917 - NOVEMBER 11, 1918 ● VIETNAM FEBRUARY 28, 1961 - MAY 7, 1975
WORLD WAR II DECEMBER 7, 1941 - DECEMBER 31, 1946 ● OPER. JUST CAUSE IN PANAMA
DECEMBER 20, 1989 - JAN. 31, 1990 ● KOREAN WAR JUNE 25, 1950 - JANUARY 31, 1955 ● 
GRANADA & LEBANON AUGUST 24, 1982 - JULY 31, 1984 PERSIAN GULF AUGUST 2, 1990 - 
cessation of hostilities

Bingo Workers


