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HISTORIAN ............................................................................... DICK BERNARDINI
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SERVICE OFFICER .............................................................................. RICH JONES
NEWSLETTER........................................... JOE PAPPALARDO & WAYNE MUHS
 630-964-0011 630-963-9100

1919....Walter Staats
1920....Robert W. Carpenter
1921....Jay Allison
1922....Dan M. Diener
1923....Norman E. Anderson
1924....Henry Swift
1925....Morris E. Stevenson
1926....William E. Hooper
1927....Harold H. Clarke
1928....George Hannan
1929....A.T. Witt
1930....Arthur Johnson
1931....A.T. Witt
1932....A.J. Walter
1933....J. Richard Hawkins
1934....Melvin G. Binder
1935....L.J. Dixon
1936....William A. Finger
1937....G. Willard McCollum
1938....Leslie L. Meyer
1939....Charles Dyer
1940....Newell Fishel
1941....Rollin Whitaker
1942....Ivan M. Webster
1943....Thomas C. Arndt
1944....Wallace S. Whitlock
1945....Stanley A. Lynch
1946....Louis A. Edwards 
1947....Thomas J. Lanagan
1948....Eugene Weaver

Italics denotes deceased

1949....Fred W. Lester
1950...Harvey H. Kenitz
1951....Joseph R. Krepper
1952...Gilbert G. Giesler
1953....Andrew S. Blaida
1954....Herschel Hubbard
1955....A.R. Fister
1956....Dino Convalle
1957....Tony F. Morello
1958....W.H. Schenke
1959....James L. Newall
1960....Edwin D. Wrenn
1961....Bernard J. Blaida
1962....Louis W. Wrenn
1963....James R. Hodous
1964....Jerry Kopecky
1965....Earl W. Will
1966....Leonard J. Voss
1967....Gene Kappelman
1968....Alois E. Sheber
1969....Mason Taylor
1970....William Harkness
1971....Earl W. Will
1972....Steven J. Kadlec
1973....Joseph A. Bartels
1974...Zedo Oliver
1975....Herbert Morrison
1976....Chester Kotowski
1977....Ed Knickerbocker
1978....Elmer J. Mears
1979....Dudley E. Smalley
1980....Jens P. Vimtrup

1981....Elmer W. Anderson
1982....Elmer W. Anderson
1983....Frank J. Bulin
1984....George R. Novak
1985....George R. Novak
1986....Bill Johnson
1987....A.E. Sheber
1988....David D. Wisbrock
1989....David D. Wisbrock
1990....David D. Wisbrock
1991....Gilbert J. Gawin
1992....Gilbert J. Gawin
1993....Ken Gallagher
1994....Richard Bernardini
1995....Emery Wolff
1996....Curt McCullagh
1997....Larry Bryant
1998....Larry Bryant
1999....John Magic
2000....Jack Border
2001....Jack Border
2002....Bob Isenberger
2003....Bob Isenberger
2004....Joe Pappalardo
2005....Richard Rooney
2006.. .Richard Rooney
2007.. .Richard Mueller
2008.. .Richard Mueller
2009....Woody Kawaters
2010....Woody Kawaters
2011....Rich Greenwald
2012....Rich Greenwald

DUES: LEGION  $35.00/YEAR / S.A.L. $ 7.00/YEAR
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Commander’s Column
As September closes, we’ve seen another successful month at Post 

80.  Our charity poker event went very well for us and past experience 
indicates these events will improve even more as we move into the fall 
and winter months.  I am thankful to Bill Dawson for stepping up to 
assist with organizing our teams of volunteers who work these events. 
Our weekly Bingo continues to out perform under the leadership of 
Bingo Chairman Jim Sotirakos and the many volunteers who regularly 
sell pull tabs, raffle games, call numbers, make pay outs, etc . . . These 
two activities are crucial to maintaining our viability and our position 
among the strongest American Legion Posts in DuPage County.  If you 
can offer any of your time to help us keep these programs successful 
Bill or Jim will be grateful as will your fellow members.

We currently stand at over 75% for the year on our membership.  We 
will be challenged to make 100% again this year so I ask that you 
renew as soon as you can and put forth your best efforts to recruit a new 
member.  We will need several new members to reach our goal for the 
year and make our 11th District Commander look good.  Everyone’s 
efforts in this regard are very much appreciated.

In September we also hosted a small gathering of members to 
commemorate National POW / MIA Recognition Day.  I was assisted 
by Sr. Vice Commander Neuva and Jr. Vice Commander Cruz and I 
am thankful for their help.  Many of those in attendance commented 
favorably on the program and I am glad we, as a Post, took time to 
remember our POW / MIA’s in a respectful way.

Looking ahead, we have set goals to complete a number of house and 
grounds projects before winter sets in, including sealing and re-striping 
the parking lot and replacement of exterior light fixtures.  There are also 
some longer term projects on the agenda and court lease negotiations 
which will keep us busy into the new year.  

I hope everyone will stay healthy and keep it positive.

Todd Hanson 
      Commander   
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Please Change My Address

NAME ______________________________________________

OLD Address: ________________________________________

City/State,/Zip ________________________________________

NEW Address: _______________________________________

City/State/Zip ________________________________________

Effective Date: _______________________________________

New Phone Number: ___________________________________
Mail this form to:

Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80
Attn: Adjutant

4000 Saratoga Ave.
Downers Grove, IL 60515

WHEELCHAIRS, 
WALKERS & CRUTCHES
Post 80 lends out wheel chairs, walkers 
and crutches to anyone that may need 
them. At the present time, Post 80 has 
none of these aids available. 

Anyone that has a wheelchair, walker or 
crutches and does not need them please 

return them to Post 80.  At least one of each of these aids should be 
available at the Post for those who have a need.



A m e r i c A n  L e g i o n  n e w s  

3

....continued on p. 4

Auxiliary News – Oct 2012
Next Auxiliary Meeting – Oct 8, 2012 at 7 pm
The next Auxiliary meeting will be on October 8, 2012, 
2012 at 7 pm at the Post. Our Girl State Representatives 
will be reporting on their experiences this summer. Our Girl 
State Representative, Celeste Aguzino was elected to the 
Secretary of State. 

SPECIAL NOTICE
CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS - Recommendation to Unit for Action: 
Request for vote by unit members to revise the Unit Bylaws to reinstate the 
elected Unit Officer position of Second Vice President and move to fill that 
officer position for the 2012-2013 Auxiliary year. This is an option within the National 
CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS:

Purpose for Change:
Re-activation of the unit officer second vice president position will provide immediate 
assistance to the Unit President in meeting the Unit’s program goals. In addition, 
reactivation of this position will provide a clearer path for preparing and assisting 
Unit members to move upward as Unit officers and provide expanded opportunities 
for leadership training. This recommended Action is supported by vote of the 
Unit Executive Committee on 9/6/2012. The Unit will vote on this proposed 
change at our November meeting.

The American Legion Auxiliary, Unit 80 – Unit Bylaws, 
ARTICLE II - OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES, would be revised as follows: 

Section 1. The elected officers are: President, 
First Vice President, 
Second Vice President,
Treasurer, 
Chaplain, 
Historian, 
Sergeant-at-Arms.
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Auxiliary News....cont. from pg 3....

90th Birthday Time Capsule – The Roaring 20’s
In May 1921, the Poppy of Flanders Fields became the memorial flower of the Auxiliary 
and we received the first notice from the Department of Illinois encouraging everyone 
to wear a crimson poppy on Memorial Day. Our Memorial Day observance included the 
parade and ceremonies at the cemetery and we invited all of the boys who marched in the 
parade back to the Legion rooms for ice cream, cake and lemonade. 

The year 1922 saw the Gold Star Mothers established and in June, we officially requested 
an Auxiliary Charter. At our Sept. 19th, meeting the new Charter for Alexander Bradley 
Burns Unit 80 American Legion Auxiliary, Department of Illinois was read. Membership 
cards and pins were distributed.  Our efforts soon expanded to include the ex-servicemen 
at Elgin Hospital as well as the children at the Servicemen’s Orphans Home in Normal, IL 
and several hospitalized women veteran’s at Oak Park Sanitarium. We baked and delivered 
a thousand cookies. We donated fund to provide fresh eggs for hospitalized veterans.

By 1926, our membership rose officially to thirty members. We were awarded a loving cup 
from Dept Convention in recognition of the greatest percentage of membership increase 
for the year; a 100% gain by May 1st and a 200% gain by August 1st!!  The Unit officers 
have been expanded to include 2nd Vice President, Chaplain, Historian and Hospitalization 
Chairman. In 1927, we moved to purchase our own American and Auxiliary Parade flags 
and in 1928, we started sponsorship of the Americanism Essay Scholarship program at 
Downers Grove schools and in 1929 we finally got our Legion Auxiliary Charter with the 
signatures of our 27 Charter members framed for display. Respectfully submitted,

Rosemary Collins
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Friday Night 
November 2nd.,  Showtime 7:30 PM

$10 Cover Charge
at

American Legion (Post 80)
4000 Saratoga Ave. ,  Downers Grove

Post 80 - Ph. 630.968.9710
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YOUR 2013 ANNUAL DUES
ARE DUE NOW!
Let’s keep Post 80 #1 

with continued strong membership.
Any questions, call 630-968-9710.

Bill Downing, Adjutant

7
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If you wish to place your Business Advertisement 
in this newsletter, please call for information. 

Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80 (630) 968-9710

WASHINGTON STREET
BARBERSHOP

We specialize in the latest men’s hairstyles,
with a cutting edge in men’s business cuts,

flat tops and the taper look.

5115 Washington St.
Downers Grove, IL
630.241.8550
Tues-Fri: 9-6   Sat: 8-3
Evening Hours By Appointment
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Please remember 
to support our 
advertisers!!

Help those 
that help us - 

remember to say, 
“I saw your Ad in 
the Legion-Aire 
Newsletter,” and 
then thank them 
for their support 

of Post 80.

      Graphic Designer, Artist & Illustrator
             H - 630.541.5710        C - 630.721.1834  
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Marge Pavich
margepavich@comcast.net
www.margepavich.net
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DOWNERS GROVE
4920 MAIN STREET

(630) 968-0408

WESTMONT
109 N. CASS AVE.

(630) 968-2262
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VOLUNTEER HELP NEEDED
FOR POWER POKER

SATURDAY,
OCT. 6, 2012

Your time supports the Legion Family

Contact Bill Dawson (630) 434-4359 
or e-mail b_dawson@att.net

Other shifts also available:
4 Hour Shifts: 1-5, 5-9, 9-1am

 2012 2013
 Oct. 6 Team 2 Jan. 5 Team 1
 Nov. 24 Team 1 Feb. 2 Team 2
 Dec. 8 Team 2 Mar. 9 Team 1
   Apr. 6 Team 2

IN MEMORIAM

Because of the many generous donations made to the 
memory of Ron Czech,

a total of $1,405.00 was donated to Gifts for Yanks.
We thank Ron’s wife and all those who donated 

for their generosity.

9
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American Legion Riders – Chapter 80 Update
 
Legion Riders Enjoy 2012 “Legacy Run” to Indy
Members of Chapter 80 rode to the American Legion National Convention in Indianapolis 
and attended the Legion Rider Expo, on August 24-26. The ride and the Expo funded a 
donation of over $600,000 to the American Legion Legacy Scholarship fund. We are 
raising these funds to ensure that higher education will be a reality for the over 11,000 
children who lost a parent in the war overseas. That number continues to grow each day.
 
The Legion is actively working to ensure that all those children who want a post-secondary 
education will be provided one. The trust fund remains untouched and grows with each 
donation. Scholarships are funded by the interest, which has awarded $291,895 in aid 
since 2004. In all, 99 scholarships have been awarded to date by the National Committee 
on Education. The goal is to raise a principal base of $20 million which would provide 
enough money from the interest to fund full college scholarships which could be awarded 
each year.
 
Mark the Calendar – Legion Rider Candlelight Bowl – October 20th
Mark your calendars as all of the American Legion Post 80 Family are cordially invited 
to the next Legion Rider Candle Light Bowl on Oct 20th at the Strikes & Spares Lanes in 
Lockport, IL. Tickets for this event are $30 and include food and rental of bowling shoes 
and balls. Plan to join the fun.
 
2012 LEGION RIDER EVENT CALENDAR
The Legion Riders continue to build their event schedule for 2012. We have the follow-
ing events tentatively scheduled. PLEASE NOTE UPDATED EVENT DETAILS:
 
Oct. 7, 2012               Fall Ride to Halloween and Apple Farm
Oct. 13, 2012             Legion Rider Monthly meeting
Oct. 20, 2012             Candlelight Charity Bowl –
                                   Strikes & Spares, Lemont, IL
Nov. 4, 2012              Utica Veteran’s Day Parade
Nov. 10, 2012            Legion Rider Monthly meeting
 
COME JOIN US FOR THE FUN, SERVICE TO VETERANS AND THE RIDES!!
Legion Riders – Chapter 80 meets monthly on the second Saturday of each month at 
10 am in the Post 80 Library. The next Legion Rider meeting will be on Sept. 8, 2012. 
Legion Rider membership requires membership or affiliation with the American Legion 
and ownership of a 500cc or larger motorcycle. Please check the Post 80 web site and 
Legion Rider page for all of the 2012 meeting and event dates, http://www.post80.org/
 

Please check with Steve Collins, Director, (630 674.5077), John Pavich, Treasurer 
(630 541 5710), or Norma Border, Secretary (630-336-3422) to confirm meeting 

locations for any given month.

10
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7800 South Kingery Hwy--Willbrook 
Illinois 60521

Hotel Front Desk: 001-630-3256400 
Hotel Fax: 001-630-3256400

Many Thanks to All of You Who 
Contributed to The Success of the 

90th Auxiliary Birthday Celebration Day!
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It isn’t Easy Being Green... 
(adapted from https://www.facebook.com/AwakeAging)

Checking out at the store, the young cashier suggested to the older woman, that she should bring 
her own grocery bags because plastic bags weren’t good for the environment. 

The woman apologized and explained, “We didn’t have this green thing back in my earlier days.” 

The young clerk responded, “That’s our problem today. Your generation did not care enough to 
save our environment for future generations.” 

She was right -- our generation didn’t have the green thing in its day. 

Back then, we returned milk bottles, soda bottles and beer bottles to the store. The store sent them 
back to the plant to be washed and sterilized and refilled, so it could use the same bottles over and over. 
So they really were truly recycled. 

But we didn’t have the green thing back in our day. 

Grocery stores bagged our groceries in brown paper bags that we reused for numerous things, 
most memorable besides household garbage bags, was the use of brown paper bags as book covers 
for our schoolbooks. This was to ensure that public property, (the books provided for our use by the 
school) was not defaced by our scribblings. Then we were able to personalize our books on the brown 
paper bags. 

But too bad we didn’t do the green thing back then. 

We walked up stairs, because we didn’t have an escalator in every store and office building. We 
walked to the grocery store and didn’t climb into a 300-horsepower machine every time we had to go 
two blocks. 

But she was right. We didn’t have the green thing in our day. 

Back then, we washed the baby’s diapers because we didn’t have the throwaway kind. We dried 
clothes on a line, not in an energy-gobbling machine burning up 220 volts -- wind and solar power really 
did dry our clothes back in our early days. Kids got hand-me-down clothes from their brothers or sisters, 
not always brand-new clothing. 

But that young lady is right; we didn’t have the green thing back in our day. 

Back then, we had one TV, or radio, in the house -- not a TV in every room. And the TV had a small 
screen the size of a handkerchief (remember them?), not a screen the size of the state of Montana. In 
the kitchen, we blended and stirred by hand because we didn’t have electric machines to do everything 
for us. When we packaged a fragile item to send in the mail, we used wadded up old newspapers 
to cushion it, not Styrofoam or plastic bubble wrap. Back then, we didn’t fire up an engine and burn 
gasoline just to cut the lawn. We used a push mower that ran on human power. We exercised by working 
so we didn’t need to go to a health club to run on treadmills that operate on electricity. 

But she’s right; we didn’t have the green thing back then. 

We drank from a fountain when we were thirsty instead of using a cup or a plastic bottle every time 
we had a drink of water. We refilled writing pens with ink instead of buying a new pen, and we replaced 
the razor blades in a razor instead of throwing away the whole razor just because the blade got dull. 

But we didn’t have the green thing back then. 

Back then, people took the streetcar or a bus and kids rode their bikes to school or walked instead 
of turning their moms into a 24-hour taxi service. We had one electrical outlet in a room, not an entire 
bank of sockets to power a dozen appliances. And we didn’t need a computerized gadget to receive a 
signal beamed from satellites 23,000 miles out in space in order to find the nearest burger joint. 

But isn’t it sad the current generation laments how wasteful we old folks were just because we 
didn’t have the green thing back then? 
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PRESIDENT ...........................................................................ROSEMARY COLLINS
VICE PRESIDENT ........................................................................ NORMA BORDER
SECRETARY .....................................................................................PAM QUEDNAU
TREASURER .................................................................................JOEY KLINGBIEL
CHAPLAIN .........................................................................................LEORA NOVAK
HISTORIAN ..............................................................................BEVERLY PARROTT
SERGEANT-AT-ARMS ...................................................................... DIANE FISHER
ASST. SERGEANT-AT-ARMS ........................................................ARLENE GUEST

DUES: AUXILIARY $13.50/YEAR JR. AUX $3.00/YEAR

PAST PRESIDENTS
1920..... Margaret Bebb
1921..... Jessie Straub
1922..... Matilda Uhlorn
1923..... Myra Hawkins
1924..... Clara Nash Hawkins
1925..... Emily Sanders
1926..... Daisy Swift
1927..... Florence Johnson
1928..... Mary Pfaff
1929..... Esther Binder
1930..... Beulah McCollum
1931..... Viola Vix
1932..... Bernice Goltry
1933..... Mae Jones
1934..... Bernice Hannan
1935..... Marie Finger
1936..... Evelyn Walter
1937..... Josephine Mitchell
1938..... Lorraine Edwards
1939..... Ethel Margison
1940..... Vera Iehl
1941..... Mabel Webster
1942..... Muriel Fischel
1943..... Ruth Karvatt
1944..... Emily Mrkvicka
1945..... Flossie Dreuttel
1946..... Minnie Lester
1947..... Esther Weaver
1948..... Myrtle Kraft
1949..... Vivian Harkness
1950..... Christine McGarvie
Italics denotes deceased

1951..... Shirley Wrenn
1952..... Letitia Mrkvicka
1953..... Corabelle Krepper
1954..... Christine McGarvie
1955..... Elsie Niedner
1956..... Kathleen Hotchkiss
1957..... Marian Lacey
1958..... Evelyn Fredericks
1959..... Shirley Schenke
1960..... Margaret Morello
1961..... Marian Ruzicka
1962..... Margaret Edwards
1963..... Alice Pechinski
1964..... Alice Pechinski
1965..... Anne Creel
1966..... Evelyn Jenkins
1967..... Dorothy Nied
1968..... Eleanor Bartels
1969..... Alice Pechinski
1970..... Helen Beck
1971..... Jeanette Foster
1972..... Dorothy Kadlec
1973..... Margaret Morello
1974..... Ann Hodous
1975..... Ann Hodous
1976..... Eleanor Bartels
1977..... Alice Pechinski
1978..... Mildred Mueller
1979..... Catherine Smalley
1980..... Frances North
1981..... Anne Creel
1982..... Henrietta Gerz-Zurek

1983..... Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
1984..... Anne Creel
1985..... Genevieve Kotowski
1986..... Genevieve Kotowski
1987..... Ethel Clark
1988..... Bonita Wisbrock
1989..... Eleanor Bartels
1990..... Bonita Wisbrock
1991..... Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
1992..... Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
1993..... Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
1994..... Midge Zielinski
1995..... Boneta Wisbrock
1996..... Leora Novak
1997..... Leora Novak
1998..... Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
1999..... Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
2000..... Lorraine Vimtrup
2001..... Leora Novak
2002..... Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
2003..... Midge Zielinski
2004..... Bonnie Wisbrock
2005..... Bonnie Wisbrock
2006..... Bonnie Wisbrock
2007..... Bonnie Wisbrock
2008..... Bonnie Wisbrock
2008..... Bonnie Wisbrock
2009..... Bonnie Wisbrock
2009..... Rosemary Collins
2010..... Rosemary Collins
2011 ..... Karen Greenwald
2012..... Karen Greenwald

DIRECTOR ................................................STEVE COLLINS
SECRETARY ........................................... NORMA BORDER
TREASURER ..................................................JOHN PAVICH
CHAPLAIN ...................................................JACK BORDER
HISTORIAN .......................................................... KIM CRUZ
SERGEANT-AT-ARMS ..................................... JOHN CRUZ



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURDSAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

Bingo 6:30 pm
Doors Open 

4:30 pm

Board 
Meeting 
 7:30 pm

Bingo 6:30 pm
Doors Open 

4:30 pm

County 
Meeting
Wheaton 
Post 76

Coffee
Donuts & 

Conversation
8:30 am

Bingo 6:30 pm
Doors Open 

4:30 pm

October 2012

Bingo 6:30 pm
Doors Open 

4:30 pm

CDC
8:30 am
Legion 
Riders
10 am
CDC

8:30 am

Legion Riders 
Bowling 

Fundraiser

Business 
Meeting 
 7:30 pm

Auxiliary 
Meeting 
7:00 pm

CDC
8:30 am

Power Poker

Bingo 6:30 pm
Doors Open 

4:30 pm

COLUMBUS DAY

10/2 Kitchen:   Joey K, Barb G. 
  & Therese S.
 Tickets:  Leora N & Rosemary C.

10/9 Kitchen: Karen G, Nancy C. 
  & Gloria P.
 Tickets:  Radika J. & Pam Q.

10/16 Kitchen: Kim C, Julie I., 
  & Charlette U.
 Tickets:  Evelyn F. & Eleanor R,

10/23 Kitchen: Marge P., Arlene G. 
  & Gloria P. 
 Tickets: Jane B. & Pat M. 

10/30 Kitchen: Karen G., Nancy C. & ?
 Tickets: Leora N. & Rosemary C. 

Hostesses for October 8 meeting:
Radika J., Jean K. & Kim C.

Bingo Workers

ELIGIBILITY DATES
WORLD WAR I APRIL 6, 1917 - NOVEMBER 11, 1918 ● VIETNAM FEBRUARY 28, 1961 - MAY 7, 1975
WORLD WAR II DECEMBER 7, 1941 - DECEMBER 31, 1946 ● OPER. JUST CAUSE IN PANAMA  DECEMBER 20, 1989 - JAN. 31, 1990 ● KOREAN 
WAR JUNE 25, 1950 - JANUARY 31, 1955 GRANADA & LEBANON AUGUST 24, 1982 - JULY 31, 1984 ● PERSIAN GULF AUGUST 2, 1990 - cessation 
of hostilities


