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ADJUTANT........................................................................................BILL DOWNING
FINANCE...........................................................................................BERNIE DUDEK
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HISTORIAN................................................................................ DICK BERNARDINI
CHAPLAIN .........................................................................................JACK BORDER
JUDGE ADVOCATE...............................................................DAVID D. WISBROCK
SERVICE OFFICER............................................................................... RICH JONES
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1919....Walter Staats
1920....Robert W. Carpenter
1921....Jay Allison
1922....Dan M. Diener
1923....Norman E. Anderson
1924....Henry Swift
1925....Morris E. Stevenson
1926....William E. Hooper
1927....Harold H. Clarke
1928....George Hannan
1929....A.T. Witt
1930....Arthur Johnson
1931....A.T. Witt
1932....A.J. Walter
1933....J. Richard Hawkins
1934....Melvin G. Binder
1935....L.J. Dixon
1936....William A. Finger
1937....G. Willard McCollum
1938....Leslie L. Meyer
1939....Charles Dyer
1940....Newell Fishel
1941....Rollin Whitaker
1942....Ivan M. Webster
1943....Thomas C. Arndt
1944....Wallace S. Whitlock
1945....Stanley A. Lynch
1946....Louis A. Edwards 
1947....Thomas J. Lanagan
1948....Eugene Weaver

Italics denotes deceased

1949....Fred W. Lester
1950...Harvey H. Kenitz
1951....Joseph R. Krepper
1952...Gilbert G. Giesler
1953....Andrew S. Blaida
1954....Herschel Hubbard
1955....A.R. Fister
1956....Dino Convalle
1957....Tony F. Morello
1958....W.H. Schenke
1959....James L. Newall
1960....Edwin D. Wrenn
1961....Bernard J. Blaida
1962....Louis W. Wrenn
1963....James R. Hodous
1964....Jerry Kopecky
1965....Earl W. Will
1966....Leonard J. Voss
1967....Gene Kappelman
1968....Alois E. Sheber
1969....Mason Taylor
1970....William Harkness
1971....Earl W. Will
1972....Steven J. Kadlec
1973....Joseph A. Bartels
1974...Zedo Oliver
1975....Herbert Morrison
1976....Chester Kotowski
1977....Ed Knickerbocker
1978....Elmer J. Mears
1979....Dudley E. Smalley
1980....Jens P. Vimtrup

1981....Elmer W. Anderson
1982....Elmer W. Anderson
1983....Frank J. Bulin
1984....George R. Novak
1985....George R. Novak
1986....Bill Johnson
1987....A.E. Sheber
1988....David D. Wisbrock
1989....David D. Wisbrock
1990....David D. Wisbrock
1991....Gilbert J. Gawin
1992....Gilbert J. Gawin
1993....Ken Gallagher
1994....Richard Bernardini
1995....Emery Wolff
1996....Curt McCullagh
1997....Larry Bryant
1998....Larry Bryant
1999....John Magic
2000....Jack Border
2001....Jack Border
2002....Bob Isenberger
2003....Bob Isenberger
2004....Joe Pappalardo
2005....Richard Rooney
2006.. .Richard Rooney
2007.. .Richard Mueller
2008.. .Richard Mueller
2009....Woody Kawaters
2010....Woody Kawaters
2011....Rich Greenwald
2012....Rich Greenwald

DUES: LEGION  $35.00/YEAR / S.A.L. $ 7.00/YEAR
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Commander’s Column
We have had a strong close to 2012 at Post 80.  The transition of 

officers has been seamless and we have benefited from maintaining 
as much continuity as possible among the committee chairmen and 
committee members.  The collective wisdom of these men and the hard 
work of all active members has eased my challenges as commander and 
really contributed to our success.  I can’t think of a better example of than 
the post Adjutant Bill Downing agreeing to stay on for this Legion year.  
Adjutant is a busy and important job and day to day as time consuming 
as any position we have.  I’ve relied on his good counsel more than a few 
times over the last several months.

The books have closed on our charity poker events for 2012.  The 
results of any one tournament can be hard to predict but over the course of 
four events we did well enough to cover the cost of the new thermal pane 
windows now installed in the lounge and hall.  This was a great project 
for us and completing it with recently earned money rather than reserve 
funds was the best way to finance it in my view.  Of course, the cost share 
with the Ladies Auxiliary made this project possible to complete in 2012.  
Charity poker has become an important source of fund raising and as we 
have become better and more accurate at hosting these tournaments our 
results have steadily improved.  The dates for 2013 have been set.

Our Friday night social events have seen increasing attendance.  We 
hold these events about once a month and they are open to all post members 
and their invited guests.  They appear in the newsletter calendar as Friday 
Night Fun and there is sometimes a descriptive ad inside the newsletter 
with more detail.  The Friday night events are an opportunity to become 
more active if you have been thinking of doing so.

Mark your calendars for the morning of Saturday, January 19th.  We 
have invited a few knowledgeable speakers to make a presentation and 
answer questions on veterans benefits.  If you are curious about health 
benefits, hospitalization, funeral and burial or any other aspect of the 
government benefits you have earned this is an opportunity to stop by the 
post for the Saturday morning coffee and stay for the presentation.  No 
down side to stopping by.

Stay warm and stay positive.

Todd Hanson
Commander
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Please Change My Address

NAME_______________________________________________

OLD Address:_________________________________________

City/State,/Zip_________________________________________

NEW Address:_ _______________________________________

City/State/Zip_________________________________________

Effective Date:_ _______________________________________

New Phone Number:____________________________________
Mail this form to:

Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80
Attn: Adjutant

4000 Saratoga Ave.
Downers Grove, IL 60515

WHEELCHAIRS, 
WALKERS & CRUTCHES
Post 80 lends out wheel chairs, walkers 
and crutches to anyone that may need 
them. For more information, call Rich 
Jones at 630-964-2434. 

Anyone who has borrowed a wheelchair, 
walker, or crutches and no longer needs 

them, please return them to Post 80 so they may be available for 
other veterans.
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Auxiliary News – Jan 2013
For National Education Week (November 11-17) the Unit 
provided baskets of apples to the Faculties of Downers 
Grove North and South High Schools in appreciation for their 
excellent work.  
In response to a request from Post 80 Commander, Todd 
Hanson, Unit 80 helped pay half the cost of the new windows 
for the Lounge and the Lincoln Room. It was a pleasure to 
see (and feel) that these were installed in time for the Unit 

80 Holiday Party on Dec. 10th. The Unit intends to donate the remaining funds raised 
from the 90th birthday fundraiser to the Women’s Health Programs at Edward Hines VA 
Hospital and Jessie Brown VA Hospital. 
As of December 5th, we have 79 Senior Membership renewals, or 74% of our 
membership goal for 2012-2013. If you haven’t renewed your membership, Please 
send your renewal to Membership Chair Norma Border as quickly as possible. Senior 
Dues for 2012-2013 are $18.00 Junior Dues for 2012-2013 are $4.00. Twenty-seven 
members now have e-mail addresses on file. The membership renewal notice includes 
a line for including your e-mail address. Member e-mails are used only to provide 
information to you regarding Unit 80 events.
Membership cards are being mailed out to members as quickly as possible after 
renewals have been received. An updated membership roster will also be mailed 
out. Additional copies of the membership roster will also be available at the Jan 2013 
Regular meeting. 
American Legion Auxiliary – Department of Illinois has announced the new updated web 
page and invites all auxiliary members to check it out at: 		  www.ilala.org
Unit 80 Auxiliary Meetings for January:
•	 Unit 80 Auxiliary Regular Meeting – January 14, 2013 at 7 pm
•	 Spring Fundraiser Planning Meeting – January 16, 2013 at 6:00 pm at Majors 

Restaurant, Westmont
•	 Poker Meeting – January 4, 2013 at 6:00 pm 
•	 Bingo Meeting – January 23, 2013 at 6:00 pm 
•	 Spring Fundraiser – May 5, 2013  

Respectfully submitted,
Rosemary Collins
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Auxiliary News....cont. from pg 3....

Alice Pechinski, served as Unit 80 President four times during the “Vietnam Era.” Years 
of planning have resulted with construction in 1960 and the dedication on September 23, 
1961 of the new Post 80 Home at 4000 Saratoga Avenue. The Auxiliary was happy to donate 
$5000 toward finishing the interior and to provide furnishings in time for the dedication. In 
addition, we contributed another $4000 toward making it a Legion home with tables, chairs, 
draperies, pots, pans and silverware. 

Unit 80 proudly celebrated it’s 40th Anniversary in 1962 and as it has for the last forty years, 
Unit 80 was devoted to serving our hospitalized veterans, their families and their children. 
We funded these efforts with White elephant sales, Bake Sales, the Fourth of July carnival 
booths. This enabled us to provide Christmas assistance to eight families as well as provide 
for veterans at Four Seasons nursing home and DuPage Convalescent Home. The Unit has 
also provided volunteer teams each week to shop and staff the Post kitchen in support of 
the Post 80 Tuesday night Bingo programs. This has added significantly to Unit funds in 
support of our many programs! 

By 1974 the National Poppy program reported 14.5 million poppies made, earning $1.8 
million from distribution and $314,000 for 2,232 hospitalized veteran poppy makers. In 
Downers Grove, Unit 80 purchased 10,000 poppies and with the help of Post and Unit 
members brought in over $1600.00 in donations to support our Veterans Assistance and 
Rehabilitation (VA&R) efforts!

Respectfully submitted,
Rosemary Collins

90th Birthday Time Capsule – Vietnam
February 28, 1961 to May 7, 1975
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American Legion 
Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80

4000 Saratoga Ave. Downers Grove 

Veteran Benefits Seminar

Saturday, January 19, 2013 

                      11am 

              Keynote speakers will give updated information 

And answer questions regarding your benefits. 

     Admission is free 

           All veterans and their spouses are welcome 

      Non-members please RSVP by January 15 

                 Liane Bania 773-805-4292

 

Sponsored by 

Adams-Winterfield and Sullivan 
Funeral Home 
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VOLUNTEER HELP NEEDED
FOR POWER POKER

SATURDAY,
JAN. 5, 2013

Your time supports the Legion Family

Contact Bill Dawson (630) 434-4359 
or e-mail b_dawson@att.net

Other shifts also available:
4 Hour Shifts: 1-5, 5-9, 9-1am

	 Jan. 5	 Team 1	 Mar. 9	 Team 1
	 Feb. 2	 Team 2	 Apr. 6	 Team 2
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Family Bingo is back by popular demand. 
Family Bingo is scheduled for Saturday, 

February 16th. This is an inexpensive fun event 
for the entire family to include kids and grandkids 
(youth under 18 play for free). In addition to game 
winners, there will be several raffle winners.

Doors Open at 6:00pm to allow time to get 
your cards and settle in.  The kitchen will be 
open for pizza and hot dogs (and maybe more) at 
nominal prices, plus the bar will be open. Games 
start at 7:00pm.

This popular and enjoyable event is also open 
to Scout families and guests of the Legion and 
Auxiliary.

7



JANUARY 2013

Have  you  ever  learned
to  line  dance?

Now is your chance!

Friday, January 11th. 
To Legion members and their 

Family & Friends.
Pizza slices from Papa Passero’s will be for sale. 

Bar opens at 6:00 and pizza will be there at 6:30
Special bar prices...

   2013 Department of Illinois Americanism Essay Contest
                   All Illinois School students in 7th thru 12 grade 
                                          are invited to participate.
                 
                         Department Awards range from 
                                    $100 to $1200.00. 
                        Deadline for entries is February 1, 2013.
   
    Contact Karen Greenwald 
    (630) 960-5898 for information.
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WASHINGTON STREET
BARBERSHOP

We specialize in the latest men’s hairstyles,
with a cutting edge in men’s business cuts,

flat tops and the taper look.

5115 Washington St.
Downers Grove, IL
630.241.8550
Tues-Fri: 9-6   Sat: 8-3
Evening Hours By Appointment

If you wish to place your Business Advertisement 
in this newsletter, please call for information. 

Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80 (630) 968-9710
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      Graphic Designer, Artist & Illustrator
             H - 630.541.5710        C - 630.721.1834  
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Marge Pavich
margepavich@comcast.net
www.margepavich.net
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DOWNERS GROVE
4920 MAIN STREET

(630) 968-0408

WESTMONT
109 N. CASS AVE.

(630) 968-2262

Please remember 
to support our 
advertisers!!

Help those 
that help us - 

remember to say, 
“I saw your Ad in 
the Legion-Aire 
Newsletter,” and 
then thank them 
for their support 

of Post 80.
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Veterans Memorial Scholarship 
for 2013

This is the 38th year of our memorial college 
scholarship program. Eligible participants are children 
and grandchildren of Post members who will be 
entereing or continuing their college education, Fall 
2013. Applicants must be less than 23 years of age. For 
applications, see our Post 80 Bulletin Board or contact 
Bill Downing, Post Adjutant at 630-968-9710.

Scholarship forms must be received by April 1, 2013 to 
be eligible.

Mail Scholarship Entry Forms to:
Bill Downing, Post Adjutant

c/o American Legion Post 80,
4000 Saratoga Ave.

Downers Grove, IL 60515.

TIM DALTON
Your Local Friendly Handyman

Electrical-Plumbing-Painting-Remodeling

Doing jobs for you that your husband
Can’t or Shouldn’t do

Call TIM 630-217-1170
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American Legion Riders – Chapter 80 – January Update

CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES
The Legion Riders received a big thank you from Bridget Collins at Hines VA 
for delivering six large baskets of fruit and candy on December 12th. Steve 
Collins, Jack Border as well as Rob Marshall, Legion Rider from Post 338 
made the delivery to Hines. With the assistance of the Paralyzed Veterans  of 
America-Vaughan Chapter (PVA) the fruit was passed out to the veterans. It 
was much appreciated as the fruit is a healthy choice for the Vets. Per Bridget, 
“we appreciate all that you do to make the Holidays more enjoyable for the 
Veterans”. According to Bob Adams, Director for the Midwest Shelter for 
Homeless Veterans in Wheaton, the guys there were also happy to receive one of 
these really big fruit baskets. 
The Legion Riders also provided funds to the DuPage Marine Toys for Tots 
program and put in time at the Marine’s warehouse sorting toys to meet the many 
requests and loading trucks.
At our December Chapter meeting, we welcomed new member Michael Klick, a 
fellow Legionnaire from LaGrange Post 699.  

INSTALLATION TEAM FOR NEW LEGION RIDER CHAPTER AT POST 43
11th District Cmdr, Jack Border has been invited to help install the officers for 
the new Legion Rider Chapter 43 in Naperville on January 19, 2013. He will 
be accompanied by John Cruz as Installing Sgt-at-Arms and Tim Sorenson as 
Installing Chaplain. 

COME JOIN US FOR THE FUN, SERVICE TO VETERANS AND THE RIDES!!
Legion Riders – Chapter 80 meets monthly on the second Saturday of each 
month at 10 am in the Post 80 Library. The next Legion Rider meeting will be on 
January 12, 2013. 

Legion Rider membership requires membership or affiliation with the American 
Legion and ownership of a 350cc or larger motorcycle. Please check the Post 80 
web site and Legion Rider page for updates to our 2013 Chapter meetings, events 
and Ride dates. http://www.post80.org/

Please check with Steve Collins, Director (630 968 8147), 
John Pavich, Treasurer (630 541 5710) or 
Norma Border, Secretary, (630 971 1438) 

to confirm meeting locations for any given month.
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A Special THANKS to Jim Rosenkranz
for his donation to Gifts for Yanks!

JUST A THOUGHT....
A few months ago we lost one of our fellow members. His wife 

asked that in lieu of flowers, a donation, in his name, be made to 
the Post 80 Gifts for Yanks Fund. Because of this, we received over 
$1200.00 in donations.

Maybe the rest of us should mention this idea to our spouses or 
families, so that even after our passing, we will still be able to keep 
on helping our fellow veterans.

IN MEMORIAM
RICHARD PYBURN
Korean War Army Veteran
November 26, 2012

This Legionnaires Has Gone 
To The Commander of Us All. 

Rest Well, Our Friend.

12
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YOUR 2013 ANNUAL DUES
ARE DUE NOW!
Let’s keep Post 80 #1 

with continued strong membership.
Any questions, call 630-968-9710.

Bill Downing, Adjutant

13



JANUARY 2013

14



A M E R I C A N  L E G I O N  N E W S 	

15

A Tribute to 
Past Commander Elmer Mears

We all knew Elmer as the 
School Awards Chairman. I 
don’t know how long Elmer has 
done the school awards, it seems 
like forever. Our Post has been 
blessed to have had his services. 
He brought the American 
Legion into more homes than 
we will ever know through the 
school awards program. Elmer 
was Commander in 1978.

Elmer enjoyed dancing and had a dance party for every holiday 
at the Post. These dances would bring in about 50 couples. Legion 
functions like the Legion Birthday and Past Commander’s Night 
were free, but still pot-luck meals. The Post would supply the main 
course, but the side dishes and desserts were home-made. With so 
many dances, a new PA system with AM/FM radio and a tape deck 
were installed at the Post. New speakers were installed in the hall 
and lounge. This replaced the original system from 1961.

The Legion year 1978 was a normal year for Post 80. Elmer 
made one big change for the World War I members. In 1978, the 
Post began paying their dues. The Past Commander’s dinner was 
attended by the National American Legion Commander. The first 
plaque with veterans’ names was placed on the Obelisk in time for 
4th of July activities.

Any time Elmer was at Post 80, things were a little brighter. You 
could count on a friendly smile, a handshake and a warm greeting. I 
can honestly say that I never heard Elmer complain about any member 
or the way we carried out Legion activities. A true Legionnaire.

D. Wisbrock
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PRESIDENT............................................................................ROSEMARY COLLINS
VICE PRESIDENT......................................................................... NORMA BORDER

. KIM CRUZ
SECRETARY......................................................................................PAM QUEDNAU
TREASURER..................................................................................JOEY KLINGBIEL
CHAPLAIN..........................................................................................LEORA NOVAK
HISTORIAN...............................................................................BEVERLY PARROTT
SERGEANT-AT-ARMS....................................................................... DIANE FISHER
ASST. SERGEANT-AT-ARMS.........................................................ARLENE GUEST

DUES: AUXILIARY $13.50/YEAR JR. AUX $3.00/YEAR
PAST PRESIDENTS

1920..... Margaret Bebb
1921..... Jessie Straub
1922..... Matilda Uhlorn
1923..... Myra Hawkins
1924..... Clara Nash Hawkins
1925..... Emily Sanders
1926..... Daisy Swift
1927..... Florence Johnson
1928..... Mary Pfaff
1929..... Esther Binder
1930..... Beulah McCollum
1931..... Viola Vix
1932..... Bernice Goltry
1933..... Mae Jones
1934..... Bernice Hannan
1935..... Marie Finger
1936..... Evelyn Walter
1937..... Josephine Mitchell
1938..... Lorraine Edwards
1939..... Ethel Margison
1940..... Vera Iehl
1941..... Mabel Webster
1942..... Muriel Fischel
1943..... Ruth Karvatt
1944..... Emily Mrkvicka
1945..... Flossie Dreuttel
1946..... Minnie Lester
1947..... Esther Weaver
1948..... Myrtle Kraft
1949..... Vivian Harkness
1950..... Christine McGarvie
Italics denotes deceased

1951..... Shirley Wrenn
1952..... Letitia Mrkvicka
1953..... Corabelle Krepper
1954..... Christine McGarvie
1955..... Elsie Niedner
1956..... Kathleen Hotchkiss
1957..... Marian Lacey
1958..... Evelyn Fredericks
1959..... Shirley Schenke
1960..... Margaret Morello
1961..... Marian Ruzicka
1962..... Margaret Edwards
1963..... Alice Pechinski
1964..... Alice Pechinski
1965..... Anne Creel
1966..... Evelyn Jenkins
1967..... Dorothy Nied
1968..... Eleanor Bartels
1969..... Alice Pechinski
1970..... Helen Beck
1971..... Jeanette Foster
1972..... Dorothy Kadlec
1973..... Margaret Morello
1974..... Ann Hodous
1975..... Ann Hodous
1976..... Eleanor Bartels
1977..... Alice Pechinski
1978..... Mildred Mueller
1979..... Catherine Smalley
1980..... Frances North
1981..... Anne Creel
1982..... Henrietta Gerz-Zurek

1983..... Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
1984..... Anne Creel
1985..... Genevieve Kotowski
1986..... Genevieve Kotowski
1987..... Ethel Clark
1988..... Bonita Wisbrock
1989..... Eleanor Bartels
1990..... Bonita Wisbrock
1991..... Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
1992..... Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
1993..... Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
1994..... Midge Zielinski
1995..... Boneta Wisbrock
1996..... Leora Novak
1997..... Leora Novak
1998..... Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
1999..... Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
2000..... Lorraine Vimtrup
2001..... Leora Novak
2002..... Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
2003..... Midge Zielinski
2004..... Bonnie Wisbrock
2005..... Bonnie Wisbrock
2006..... Bonnie Wisbrock
2007..... Bonnie Wisbrock
2008..... Bonnie Wisbrock
2008..... Bonnie Wisbrock
2009..... Bonnie Wisbrock
2009..... Rosemary Collins
2010..... Rosemary Collins
2011...... Karen Greenwald
2012..... Karen Greenwald

DIRECTOR.................................................STEVE COLLINS
SECRETARY............................................ NORMA BORDER
TREASURER...................................................JOHN PAVICH
CHAPLAIN....................................................JACK BORDER
HISTORIAN........................................................... KIM CRUZ
SERGEANT-AT-ARMS...................................... JOHN CRUZ

SECOND VICE ...........................................................................................



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURDSAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

Bingo 6:30 pm
Doors Open 

4:30 pm

Bingo 6:30 pm
Doors Open 

4:30 pm

County 
Meeting

Westmont
Post 338

2013

Bingo 6:30 pm
Doors Open 

4:30 pm

CDC
8:30 am
Legion 
Riders
10 am

Business 
Meeting 
 7:30 pm

Auxiliary 
Meeting 
6:00 pm

CDC
8:30 am
POWER
POKER

1pm - 1am

FRIDAY 
NIGHT FUN 

6 pm

1/8	 Kitchen:  	THERESA S., JOEY K.
		  & BARB G.                   
	 Tickets: 	 LEORA N. & ROSEMARY C.

1/15	 Kitchen:	 KAREN G., DEE H. 
		  &  THERESA S.
	 Tickets: 	 RADIKA J. & PAM Q.

1/22	 Kitchen:	 KIM C., JULIE I.                             
		  & CHARLOTTE U.
	 Tickets: 	 EVELYN F. & ELEANOR R.

1/29	 Kitchen:	 NANCY C., ARLENE G.                             
		  & KAREN G.
	 Tickets: 	 LEORA N. & ROSEMARY C.

Hostesses for January 14 meeting:
Bev P. & Jean K.

Bingo Workers

ELIGIBILITY DATES
WORLD WAR I APRIL 6, 1917 - NOVEMBER 11, 1918 ● VIETNAM FEBRUARY 28, 1961 - MAY 7, 1975
WORLD WAR II DECEMBER 7, 1941 - DECEMBER 31, 1946 ● OPER. JUST CAUSE IN PANAMA  
DECEMBER 20, 1989 - JAN. 31, 1990 ● KOREAN WAR JUNE 25, 1950 - JANUARY 31, 1955 GRANADA & 
LEBANON AUGUST 24, 1982 - JULY 31, 1984 ● PERSIAN GULF AUGUST 2, 1990 - cessation of hostilities

Coffee
Donuts & 

Conversation
8:30 am

January
HAPPY NEW 

YEAR!

CDC
8:30 am

BENEFITS 
SEMINAR

11am

Bingo 6:30 pm
Doors Open 

4:30 pm


