
VETERANS HELPING VETERANS
AMERICAN LEGION

LEGION - AIRE

ALEXANDER BRADLEY BURNS POST 80
4000 SARATOGA AVENUE

DOWNERS GROVE, IL  60515

For God
and Country May 2013



PHONE: (630) 968-9710	 WEB: POST80.ORG	 TWITTER: AMLEGIONPOST80
COMMANDER...................................................................................TODD HANSON
SR. VICE ..............................................................................................DONDI NUEVA
JR. VICE.................................................................................................... JOHN CRUZ
ADJUTANT........................................................................................BILL DOWNING
FINANCE...........................................................................................BERNIE DUDEK
SGT-AT-ARMS..............................................................................HOWARD PARKER
HISTORIAN................................................................................ DICK BERNARDINI
CHAPLAIN .........................................................................................JACK BORDER
JUDGE ADVOCATE...............................................................DAVID D. WISBROCK
SERVICE OFFICER............................................................................... RICH JONES
NEWSLETTER........................................... JOE PAPPALARDO & WAYNE MUHS
	 630-964-0011	 630-963-9100

1919....Walter Staats
1920....Robert W. Carpenter
1921....Jay Allison
1922....Dan M. Diener
1923....Norman E. Anderson
1924....Henry Swift
1925....Morris E. Stevenson
1926....William E. Hooper
1927....Harold H. Clarke
1928....George Hannan
1929....A.T. Witt
1930....Arthur Johnson
1931....A.T. Witt
1932....A.J. Walter
1933....J. Richard Hawkins
1934....Melvin G. Binder
1935....L.J. Dixon
1936....William A. Finger
1937....G. Willard McCollum
1938....Leslie L. Meyer
1939....Charles Dyer
1940....Newell Fishel
1941....Rollin Whitaker
1942....Ivan M. Webster
1943....Thomas C. Arndt
1944....Wallace S. Whitlock
1945....Stanley A. Lynch
1946....Louis A. Edwards 
1947....Thomas J. Lanagan
1948....Eugene Weaver

Italics denotes deceased

1949....Fred W. Lester
1950...Harvey H. Kenitz
1951....Joseph R. Krepper
1952...Gilbert G. Giesler
1953....Andrew S. Blaida
1954....Herschel Hubbard
1955....A.R. Fister
1956....Dino Convalle
1957....Tony F. Morello
1958....W.H. Schenke
1959....James L. Newall
1960....Edwin D. Wrenn
1961....Bernard J. Blaida
1962....Louis W. Wrenn
1963....James R. Hodous
1964....Jerry Kopecky
1965....Earl W. Will
1966....Leonard J. Voss
1967....Gene Kappelman
1968....Alois E. Sheber
1969....Mason Taylor
1970....William Harkness
1971....Earl W. Will
1972....Steven J. Kadlec
1973....Joseph A. Bartels
1974...Zedo Oliver
1975....Herbert Morrison
1976....Chester Kotowski
1977....Ed Knickerbocker
1978....Elmer J. Mears
1979....Dudley E. Smalley
1980....Jens P. Vimtrup

1981....Elmer W. Anderson
1982....Elmer W. Anderson
1983....Frank J. Bulin
1984....George R. Novak
1985....George R. Novak
1986....Bill Johnson
1987....A.E. Sheber
1988....David D. Wisbrock
1989....David D. Wisbrock
1990....David D. Wisbrock
1991....Gilbert J. Gawin
1992....Gilbert J. Gawin
1993....Ken Gallagher
1994....Richard Bernardini
1995....Emery Wolff
1996....Curt McCullagh
1997....Larry Bryant
1998....Larry Bryant
1999....John Magic
2000....Jack Border
2001....Jack Border
2002....Bob Isenberger
2003....Bob Isenberger
2004....Joe Pappalardo
2005....Richard Rooney
2006.. .Richard Rooney
2007.. .Richard Mueller
2008.. .Richard Mueller
2009....Woody Kawaters
2010....Woody Kawaters
2011....Rich Greenwald
2012....Rich Greenwald
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Commander’s Column
Time marches on and we said aloha to our friend Dondi Nueva a few 

weeks ago.  The vacancy at Sr. Vice Commander has been filled by John 
Cruz moving up and our new Jr. Vice Commander is Robert Grember.  
Bob is a newer member and a good man.  I know he will enjoy the support 
of the membership.  I have heard many times at past commanders dinners, 
“Don’t turn down the nominating committee” and we are fortunate to have 
members who follow that advice.

This month will mark the 94th consecutive year Post 80 will 
commemorate Memorial Day for the Village of Downers Grove and I am 
looking forward to another respectful ceremony under the band shell we 
dedicated last year.

Our honored dead deserve our best.  In my view, Memorial Day gives 
us the most visibility of all of our events throughout the year.  The positive 
image we project by doing this service for our fellow citizens is paid back 
to us by way of membership interest, interest in our Boy Scout troop and 
youth programs, and in our interaction with public officials.  We have a 
really good positive image and I have experienced first hand the deference 
we enjoy when we reach out to our local elected officials.  I encourage 
everyone to keep an eye out for the Memorial Day announcement in the 
newsletter, come out to Fishel Park and enjoy the morning.

We have election of officers on the agenda for May and June.  The 
nominating committee has been hard at work putting together the slate for 
next Legion year.  Their efforts are important and much appreciated.  My 
thanks to the members of the committee and those who responded to the 
nominations.

Get well soon wishes go out to Auxiliary President Rosemary Collins 
and Second Vice President Kim Cruz who are recovering well from an 
accident.

Stay positive and have a good spring. 

Todd Hanson 
Commander
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Please Change My Address

NAME_______________________________________________

OLD Address:_________________________________________

City/State,/Zip_________________________________________

NEW Address:_ _______________________________________

City/State/Zip_________________________________________

Effective Date:_ _______________________________________

New Phone Number:____________________________________
Mail this form to:

Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80
Attn: Adjutant

4000 Saratoga Ave.
Downers Grove, IL 60515

WHEELCHAIRS, 
WALKERS & CRUTCHES
Post 80 lends out wheel chairs, walkers 
and crutches to anyone that may need 
them. For more information, call Rich 
Jones at 630-964-2434. 

Anyone who has borrowed a wheelchair, 
walker, or crutches and no longer needs 

them, please return them to Post 80 so they may be available for 
other veterans.
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Auxiliary News – May 2013
Cinco de Mayo Spring Fundraiser – 

Sunday, May 5, 2013
Plan to bring the whole family to the Auxiliary’s Cinco de 
Mayo Fundraiser on Sunday, May 5, 2013. Join us from 
Noon to 3 pm for a Taco Dinner, Taco Salad or Hot Dogs. 
Suggested donations are 	 $10/adults,

	 $5/children 
	 (kids under 5 years old are free).  

Children’s activities will include Ronald McDonald, Face Painting, Hair Wrapping 
and games.

Raffle prizes will include a new lawn mower and Gift Baskets and Gift certificates 
from your favorite Downers Grove merchants. Raffle winners will be pulled between 
3 pm and 4 pm. Winners do not have to be present to win. 

The proceeds from this fundraising luncheon are designated for “Sew Much 
Comfort” which provides custom-made adaptive clothing, free of charge, to our 
injured service members which aids in their recovery and provides a tangible 
reminder of our gratitude for their service.

Girls State 
The Auxiliary hosted our 2013 Girls State Representatives and their parents 
at a reception following the April meeting Bev Parrott introduced our Girl State 
representatives for this year as well as welcoming back several of our 2012 Girls 
State representatives.
	 Celeena Joseph	 DGN
	 Cassidy Santen	 DGN
	 Heather Kwityn	 DGN
	 Alexie Schwarz	 Lisle Sr. High School
	 Kimberley White	 Lisle Sr. High School

Slate of Proposed officers for 2013-2014
The Auxiliary Nominating Committee has completed its work and has presented the 
proposed slate of officers for the 2013-2014 Legion Auxiliary year. Arlene Guest, 
Nominating committee chair, presented the following proposed slate of officers:
	 President	 Rosemary Collins
	 1st Vice President	 Kim Cruz
	 2nd Vice President	 Jean Krupin
	 Historian	 Bev Parrott
	 Chaplain	 Pat Mustradi
	 Treasurer	 Joey Klingbiel
	 Sgt-at-Arms	 Julie Isenberger
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Auxiliary News....cont. from pg 3....

Saturday, May 18, 2013
...is the Past Commanders Dinner which is open to one and all Legion, 
Auxiliary, and other family members. It is the one chance to pay honor 
to the past commanders who are alive and those whose voices have 
been stilled.

The Social Hour..................6PM – 7PM
Dinner..............................7PM
Past Commanders program

Entertainment

We are asking $10/per person for the dinner. Past Commanders and 
their spouses are free.
Please come and join us. By returning the lower part of this we minimize 
waste and off set the cost of food. So come let your hair down and have 
some fun.

Yes, I am coming to Past Commanders Dinner
Name________________________________________________
How many in your party?______________
Mail back to:	 American Legion Post 80
	 4000 Saratoga Ave
	 Downers Grove, IL 60515

Auxiliary members will vote on this slate at the May meeting.

May 2013 Auxiliary Meetings and Events:

	 May 5 	 Cinco de Mayo Spring Fundraiser
	 May 13	 Unit 80 Auxiliary – Regular meeting
	 May 23-24	 Poppy Days
	 May 27	 Memorial Day

Respectfully submitted,
Rosemary Collins
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May 27, 2013
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Poppy Day
Thursday, May 23rd

On Thursday May 23rd, Post 80’s Auxiliary and Post 
members will be on the streets of Downers Grove to ask 
for donations to help Hospitalized Veterans. If you wish 
to help, be at Post 80 Thursday morning, May 23rd.

Poppy Evening
Friday, May 24th
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Robert McGuffin, 
chairman of Post 80 

Oratorical Contest and 1st 
Place winner, 

Isabelle LaBianco of 
St. Mary of Gostyn School.

Eighth Graders in Legion Speech Competition

On April 12, Post 80 hosted the Junior High School Oratorical Contest. 
There were seven students from local middle schools who gave speeches 
on the U.S. Constitution.  Prizes were awarded to first through fourth place. 
Post members in attendance included Herb Morrisson, Post Commander 
Todd Hanson, and Speech Contest Chairman Robert McGuffin.
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WELCOME HOME!!!

Emery Wolff of Woodridge and Downers Grove Legion 80 shakes hands with 
Adam Tomanovich during his welcome home ceremony.

Adan Tomanovich and Family

Army SPC Adam Tomanovich returned home from Afganistan on 
April 5th and received a huge welcome home from family, friends, 
neighbors, and members of Post 80 and Post 80’s Legion Riders.
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WASHINGTON STREET
BARBERSHOP

We specialize in the latest men’s hairstyles,
with a cutting edge in men’s business cuts,

flat tops and the taper look.

5115 Washington St.
Downers Grove, IL
630.241.8550
Tues-Fri: 9-6   Sat: 8-3
Evening Hours By Appointment

If you wish to place your Business Advertisement 
in this newsletter, please call for information. 

Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80 (630) 968-9710
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      Graphic Designer, Artist & Illustrator
             H - 630.541.5710        C - 630.721.1834  
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Marge Pavich
margepavich@comcast.net
www.margepavich.net
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DOWNERS GROVE
4920 MAIN STREET

(630) 968-0408

WESTMONT
109 N. CASS AVE.

(630) 968-2262

Please remember 
to support our 
advertisers!!
Help those 
that help us - 

remember to say, 
“I saw your Ad in 
the Legion-Aire 
Newsletter,” and 
then thank them 
for their support 
of Post 80.
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TIM DALTON
Your Local Friendly Handyman

Electrical-Plumbing-Painting-Remodeling

Doing jobs for you that your husband
Can’t or Shouldn’t do

Call TIM 630-217-1170

Member
of

Post 80



MAY 2013

10

 

American Legion Riders – Chapter 80 – April 2013 Update
Legion Riders – Chapter 80 will be voting on a new slate of officers at 
it’s June 8th meeting.  Chapter officer positions are: Director, Secretary, 
Treasurer, Historian, Chaplain, Sergeant at Arms. If you are a Legion 
Rider member and interested in serving as a Chapter Officer, please plan 
to attend the May meeting on May 11th.

Legion Rider – Chapter 80 – 2013 Ride Events

5/4		  Dupage Veteran’s Foundation – Honor Flight fundraiser
5/18		  Wheel Chair Olympics at Hines VA
6/15		  Freedom Run to Mid East Conflict Wall – Marseilles, IL
7/4		  July 4th Parade – Downers Grove
7/20		  Rockin for the Troops – OSOTIL – Cantigny, IL
7/21		  Picnic for Hines VA Vets at Post 80
8/16-18	 Mississippi Valley Group Ride
9/28		  Corn Fest Parade – Morris IL
11/3		  Veteran’s Day Parade – Utica, IL

The Legion Riders have the following fundraising events scheduled so 
far for 2013:

9/14		  Post 80 Joint Rib Fest
10/6		  Ocktober Fest
10/19		  Legion Rider – Candlelight Charity Bowl – Lemont IL

COME JOIN US FOR THE FUN, SERVICE TO VETERANS AND THE RIDES!!
Legion Riders – Chapter 80 meets monthly on the second Saturday 
of each month at 10 am in the Post 80 Library. The next Legion Rider 
meeting will be on April 13, 2013. Legion Rider membership requires 
membership or affiliation with the American Legion and ownership of a 
350cc or larger motorcycle. 

Please check with Steve Collins, Director, (630-674-5077), John Pavich, 
Treasurer (630 541 5710), or Norma Border, Secretary (630-336-3422) 

to confirm meeting locations for any given month.

Check the Post 80 Newsletter and website for updates to the 
schedule.
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NOMINATIONS FOR 2013/2014
The Nominating Committee has developed the following slate of candidates for offices 
of Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80 in Downers Grove, Illinois, which will be placed on 
file with the Post Adjutant:

	 Commander		  Todd Hanson
	 Sr. Vice Commander		  John Cruz
	 Jr. Vice Commander		  Bob Grember
	 Finance Officer		  Bernie Dudek
	 Sgt. At Arms		  Howard Parker
	 Historian		  Dick Bernardini
	 Chaplain		  Jack Border
	 Judge Advocate		  Dave Wisbrock
	 Adjutant		  Bill Downing  (To be appointed by the Commander)
	 Service Officer		  Rich Jones (To be appointed by the Commander)

	 Board of Directors – 3 yrs.	John Pavich
	 Board of Directors – 3 yrs.	Carmen Gnolfo

Board of Directors – 2 yrs.	Joe Pappalardo (previously elected)
	 Board of Directors – 2 yrs.	Ed Ludwig (previously elected)
	 Board of Directors – 1 yr.	 Emery Wolff (previously elected)
	 Board of Directors – 1 yr.	 Dick Rooney (previously elected)

In accordance with Post 80’s Constitution and By-Laws (approved May, 2010) the above 
positions will constitute Post 80’s Board of Directors.

Nominations may be made from the floor of the June Business Meeting.  Nominees must 
submit written acceptance and proof of eligibility to the Post Adjutant five (5) days prior 
to the June Business Meeting.
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Cinco de Mayo 
Sunday, May 5th, 2013

at
American Legion  

4000 Saratoga Ave. • Downers Grove, IL 60515        

Donations are $10/person and children are half price.  

Serving: 12 noon to 3:00 
Raffle at 3:00 to 4:00

Raffle Basket Donations 6 for $5.00
Lawnmower Donations $5.00 each
Winners do not have to be present

Childrens Activities: 
Ronald McDonald • Artistic Face Painting 

 Childrens Hair Wrap • Childrens Games & More...

Please contact Marge at 630.541.5710 or Rosemary at 630.479.8147

You Are Invited... to Alexander Bradley Burns

American Legion Auxiliary Unit 80

Menu: 
Taco Dinner, Taco Salad or Hot Dogs

 Mild
     Seasoning

Net proceeds from our fundraiser luncheon are designated to 
“Sew Much Comfort,” which provides custom-made adaptive clothing, 

free of charge, to our injured service members which aides in their 
recovery, provides a tangible reminder of our gratitude for their sacrifice and 
gives them an added measure of comfort and freedom as they recover from 
their injuries and return to everyday life.  Adaptive clothing accommodates 
their medical devices and situations, provides ease of use, increases personal 
independence and minimizes the visual impact of their medical condition. 

www.sewmuchcomfort.org



A M E R I C A N  L E G I O N  N E W S 	

13

DD 214 REQUESTS
If you are in need of your DD 214 go to the following website:

www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records
Then go to Start your Military Service Record (DD Form 214) Request 
and follow the prompts and fill in the required information. It also has 
you print a signature sheet that you have to mail to them. When they 
receive the signature paper, they will send you an email confirming that 
they received it. Then in about 10 days, you’ll receive 2 certified copies 
of your DD 214 and copies of your discharge orders.
It’s really easy and it only costs you the price of a postage stamp and 
an envelope.
Your Service Officer.

ROSEMARY COLLINS
KIM CRUZ

Let’s keep them in our prayers.
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VS
Beloit

Snappers
Our reservations are made with the Kane County 
Cougars for May 26th.  It’s a Sunday evening 
game that starts at 6:30 PM.  The tickets are for 
reserved seats at our favorite spot at home plate 
on the third base line.
The bus will pick us up at 4:30 PM at the Post and 
return us after the game. 
For those who ordered tickets, we are looking forward 
to a “Sunday Funday” with the Kane County Cougars!

Any questions, call Rich Greenwald (630-418-5372).
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Friday Night Fun!
Learn how to dance like the “stars”!

Whether you already know how to dance 
or can’t tell your left foot from your right, 
join us to learn some “smooth moves”... 

Ballroom Style Dancing taught by  
Ann Garvey of Celebrity Dance Studio.

Friday, May 10th
Open to Legion members 

and their Family & Friends.

$5 Cover Charge
Pizza slices from Papa Passero’s 

will be for sale.
Bar opens at 6:00 and 

pizza will be there at 6:30.
Special bar prices....
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PRESIDENT............................................................................ROSEMARY COLLINS
VICE PRESIDENT......................................................................... NORMA BORDER
SECOND VICE PRESIDENT.................................................................... KIM CRUZ
SECRETARY......................................................................................PAM QUEDNAU
TREASURER..................................................................................JOEY KLINGBIEL
CHAPLAIN..........................................................................................LEORA NOVAK
HISTORIAN...............................................................................BEVERLY PARROTT
SERGEANT-AT-ARMS....................................................................... DIANE FISHER
ASST. SERGEANT-AT-ARMS.........................................................ARLENE GUEST

DUES: AUXILIARY $18.00/YEAR JR. AUX $4.00/YEAR
PAST PRESIDENTS

1920..... Margaret Bebb
1921..... Jessie Straub
1922..... Matilda Uhlorn
1923..... Myra Hawkins
1924..... Clara Nash Hawkins
1925..... Emily Sanders
1926..... Daisy Swift
1927..... Florence Johnson
1928..... Mary Pfaff
1929..... Esther Binder
1930..... Beulah McCollum
1931..... Viola Vix
1932..... Bernice Goltry
1933..... Mae Jones
1934..... Bernice Hannan
1935..... Marie Finger
1936..... Evelyn Walter
1937..... Josephine Mitchell
1938..... Lorraine Edwards
1939..... Ethel Margison
1940..... Vera Iehl
1941..... Mabel Webster
1942..... Muriel Fischel
1943..... Ruth Karvatt
1944..... Emily Mrkvicka
1945..... Flossie Dreuttel
1946..... Minnie Lester
1947..... Esther Weaver
1948..... Myrtle Kraft
1949..... Vivian Harkness
1950..... Christine McGarvie
Italics denotes deceased

1951..... Shirley Wrenn
1952..... Letitia Mrkvicka
1953..... Corabelle Krepper
1954..... Christine McGarvie
1955..... Elsie Niedner
1956..... Kathleen Hotchkiss
1957..... Marian Lacey
1958..... Evelyn Fredericks
1959..... Shirley Schenke
1960..... Margaret Morello
1961..... Marian Ruzicka
1962..... Margaret Edwards
1963..... Alice Pechinski
1964..... Alice Pechinski
1965..... Anne Creel
1966..... Evelyn Jenkins
1967..... Dorothy Nied
1968..... Eleanor Bartels
1969..... Alice Pechinski
1970..... Helen Beck
1971..... Jeanette Foster
1972..... Dorothy Kadlec
1973..... Margaret Morello
1974..... Ann Hodous
1975..... Ann Hodous
1976..... Eleanor Bartels
1977..... Alice Pechinski
1978..... Mildred Mueller
1979..... Catherine Smalley
1980..... Frances North
1981..... Anne Creel
1982..... Henrietta Gerz-Zurek

1983..... Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
1984..... Anne Creel
1985..... Genevieve Kotowski
1986..... Genevieve Kotowski
1987..... Ethel Clark
1988..... Bonita Wisbrock
1989..... Eleanor Bartels
1990..... Bonita Wisbrock
1991..... Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
1992..... Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
1993..... Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
1994..... Midge Zielinski
1995..... Boneta Wisbrock
1996..... Leora Novak
1997..... Leora Novak
1998..... Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
1999..... Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
2000..... Lorraine Vimtrup
2001..... Leora Novak
2002..... Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
2003..... Midge Zielinski
2004..... Bonnie Wisbrock
2005..... Bonnie Wisbrock
2006..... Bonnie Wisbrock
2007..... Bonnie Wisbrock
2008..... Bonnie Wisbrock
2008..... Bonnie Wisbrock
2009..... Bonnie Wisbrock
2009..... Rosemary Collins
2010..... Rosemary Collins
2011...... Karen Greenwald
2012..... Karen Greenwald

DIRECTOR.................................................STEVE COLLINS
SECRETARY............................................ NORMA BORDER
TREASURER...................................................JOHN PAVICH
CHAPLAIN....................................................JACK BORDER
HISTORIAN........................................................... KIM CRUZ
SERGEANT-AT-ARMS...................................... JOHN CRUZ



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURDSAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

Bingo 6:30 pm
Doors Open 

4:30 pm

Bingo 6:30 pm
Doors Open 

4:30 pm

County 
Meeting

West Chicago 
Post 300 

Business 
Meeting 
 7:30 pm

Auxiliary 
Meeting 
7:00 pm

5/7	 Kitchen:	 THERESE S, JOEY K., 	
		  & BARB G.
	 Tickets: 	 LEORA N._
		  & ROSEMARY C.

5/14	 Kitchen:	 KAREN G., NANCY C., 	
		  DEE H., & GLORIA P.
	 Tickets: 	 RADIKA J. & PAM Q.

5/21	 Kitchen:	 KIM C., JULIE I., 		
		  & CHARLOTTE U.
	 Tickets: 	 EVELYN F._
		  & ELEANOR R.

5/28	 Kitchen:	 ARLENE G., MARGE P.,
		  & ROSEMARY C.
	 Tickets: 	 JANE B. & PAT M.

Hostesses for May 13 meeting:

Bingo Workers

ELIGIBILITY DATES
WORLD WAR I APRIL 6, 1917 - NOVEMBER 11, 1918 ● VIETNAM FEBRUARY 28, 1961 - MAY 7, 1975
WORLD WAR II DECEMBER 7, 1941 - DECEMBER 31, 1946 ● OPER. JUST CAUSE IN PANAMA  
DECEMBER 20, 1989 - JAN. 31, 1990 ● KOREAN WAR JUNE 25, 1950 - JANUARY 31, 1955 GRANADA & 
LEBANON AUGUST 24, 1982 - JULY 31, 1984 ● PERSIAN GULF AUGUST 2, 1990 - cessation of hostilities

May 2013

Bingo 6:30 pm
Doors Open 

4:30 pm

Coffee
Donuts & 

Conversation
8:30 am

FRIDAY 
NIGHT FUN! 

6 pm

CDC
8:30 am
Legion 
Riders
10 am
CDC

8:30 am
PAST 

COMMANDERS’ 
DINNER 6 pm

Bingo 6:30 pm
Doors Open 

4:30 pm(See Schedule 
of Events)

POPPY DAY

POPPY 
EVENING

Cougars 
Baseball 
Outing

Cinco de 
Mayo 
12:00 pm

Coffee
Donuts & 

Conversation
8:30 am

Board 
Meeting 
 7:30 pm


