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Commander’s Column

Commander's Column continued on page 5...

Well March is upon us and maybe coming in as a lion, since February was a Siberian 
tiger.  Arctic temperatures, plenty of snow and the knowledge Spring is right around the 
corner should keep us optimistic.  The calendar tells us warmer weather is just a few 
weeks away, but one never knows if the weather will be colder, warmer, drier or wetter 
than average.  Will the farmers have a bumper or bummer crop?  Will the economy 
recover quickly, slowly or flatline?  So many questions to be answered and we have no 
hard and fast answers.  I know I watch Orion, Max, Greg and Mike on “This Week in 
AgriBusiness” to try and understand market and weather fluctuations.  Things are never 
perfect.  So far, the next month is to be wet and average to colder than normal; we will 
know soon.

We have been keeping the Post as active as possible, given the viral rules in place.  
Things are improving and we are planning things to open up – such as the: 

New Members dinner on Saturday 20 February. Dave Wisbrock has helped plan the 
activities:  Doors open @ 5 PM, dinner @ 6 PM, Ceremony @ 7 PM, Entertainment @ 
8pm. Please check our website online:  Post80.org.  We would like to see as many of our 
new members and our membership in general join us.  Ed and Jon Ludwig do a great job 
keeping the site updated with the latest known information.  

The Super Bowl Party was a success with many members enjoying good food and 
friendships as well as starting new friendships.  The game was excellent for the Tampa 
Bay / Tom Brady fans, not so much for the Kansas City / Pat Mahomes fans.  We also 
enjoyed the game on a new 75” TV in the Lounge.  Please join us for such events as 
we all have more in common than most would guess.  Rick McLaren, Rich Jones, Dan 
Konczak and Frank Mangone handled the logistics and installation.

We continue to hold our Board Meetings the 3rd Wednesday of each month and the 
Business Meeting the first Wednesday of each month.  Again, if in doubt, please check 
our website and confirm.  We would be glad to have you join us if you do not currently.  

We are still on hold with Bingo but anticipating starting back up as soon as legally 
and financially possible.  Most rentals are also on hold due to obvious reasons as well.  

If you qualify and have not yet checked with the VA regarding the virus vaccination, 
please call them and schedule an appointment.  I have heard from many members who 
have taken advantage of your status and the peace of mind is well worth it.  You can call 
Hines VA offices at 708/202-7000 and schedule your appointment.  We wish you to live 
long and prosper (borrowed from Dr. Spock).

Hines VA will be hosting:  Mental Health First Aid class 09 April 2021 (10am-3pm)

Where: Virtual (Zoom)

Register here: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/April9HinesVA 
 or call 512-494-4556.

Who: Veterans, their family members, and staff who work with Veterans, community 
members.  What: There is a 2-hour webinar and a 5-hour live training that teaches 
participants to identify, understand, and respond to signs of mental illness and substance 
use disorders and how to help someone who is experiencing mental health struggles or 
crisis. See flyer (attached) for more details.
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Please Change My Address

NAME ______________________________________________

NEW Address: ______________________________________

City/State/Zip: _______________________________________

Effective Date: _______________________________________

New Phone Number: ___________________________________
Mail this form to:

Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80
Attn: Adjutant

4000 Saratoga Ave.
Downers Grove, IL 60515

Commander's Column continued from page 3...

You can make a difference in someone’s life.

This time of year also causes me to think about the sacrifices of our fellow Veterans 
have endured whether in the Revolutionary War, War of 1812, Mexican War, Civil 
War, Spanish-American War, World Wars I and II, Korean War, Vietnam, the Gulf and 
Afghanistan Wars and the Cold War as the winter drew to a close and the “fighting 
season” was again to start and more suffering and bloodshed continued.  Many citizens 
do not understand the continued dangers our Armed Forces face in their daily training 
– ammunition, transportation and work activities are inherently dangerous.  Hardly a 
month goes by without a training accident somewhere involving Soldiers, Sailors, 
Marines, Airmen or Coast Guardsmen.  While the news media fail to cover many of the 
activities, we still have our people in Harms Way around the world.

The largest war games in the last 20 years are coming up this spring in northern 
Europe.  Tens of thousands of our Armed Forces will be flying, jumping, shooting and 
ensuring they are ready should a nightmare abroad start.  We should pray for peace but 
always be prepared to protect ourselves and our nations interests.  Please pray for our 
active duty, reservists, and National Guardsmen – they deserve it every day. 

May you always enjoy Fair Winds and Following Seas,     

Bruce Peiffer  



A M E R I C A N  L E G I O N  N E W S  

5

Celebrate Your Pride in Membership to 
Grow for the Future

Auxiliary News – MARCH 2021

March Welcomes in Spring 
Hopefully, we will be experiencing some warmer weather.  It has been a snowy 

February.  It seems like it snowed everyday since been back up north. 
We are planning on having Our General Meeting on March 8th at 7:00 pm.  We 

should be able to meet and still social distance.  If things change, I will let everyone 
know via email.   

While we have not been able together, Kim Cruz, Committee Chairperson of VA&R 
has carried on Our Units goal to assist Veterans by assisting four Veterans (3 men and 1 
women) with a monetary gift.  They were all greatly appreciated our Unit’s assistance 
during their time of need, especially during these COVID19 days.  Great Job Kim.  If anyone 
has suggestion on how else we could assist our Veterans, please any Board Member know.  

The Department 94th Annual Patriotic Conference will be held at the President 
Abraham Lincoln 701 East Adams, Springfield, IL Mark your calendars for Thursday & 
Friday, March 18 and 19, 2021! The American Legion Auxiliary is having a 100th Birthday 
Celebration! All American Legion Family and friends are invited.to attend with a member.  
If you are interested in going, you can find all the details on the Department Website 
(www.ilala.com) or you can give a ring and I will copy it for you. 

Remember BINGO has been cancelled until the health agencies deem it is safe for 
group events.  I will let you as soon as I know via email.  If you do not have email, please 
continue to check on the Legion website for BINGO updates.  The Legion website is 
www.post80.org.  If you would like to help in the kitchen or tickets, please Kim Cruz- 
630-408-2322.  We will have some new rules and protective glass to use when we open 
to help keep everyone safe. 

The Board is open to any ideas on what you want your Auxiliary Unit to accomplish 
next year.  We will need to adjust how we work this year due to COVID19, but we want 
to continue to support Our Community Veterans, Active Military, and their families the 
best we can.   So, if you have any ideas please let us know. 

Stay Safe and Healthy so we can all get together soon.  
Happy St Patrick’s Day 
Mary Ann Proney  
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The Herb & Mary Morrison Veterans 
Memorial Scholarship for 2021

This is the 44th year of our memorial college scholarship program. 
Eligible participants  are  children  and  grandchildren of Post members 
who will be entering or continuing their college education, Fall 
2021. Applicants must be less than 23 years of age. Applications are 
available online: http://www.post80.org/forms.html, or contact Todd 
Hanson at 630-968-9710.
Scholarship forms must be received by April 15, 2021 to be eligible.

Mail Scholarship Entry Forms to:
Todd Hanson c/o Post Adjutant
c/o American Legion Post 80,

4000 Saratoga Ave.
Downers Grove, IL 60515

Initiation/Recognition will be held on Saturday, March 20th. Come and 
meet our new members, as well as other Legionnaires. Cocktails will be 
served at 5:00pm (cash bar), with the Initiation Program at 6:00pm followed 
by dinner and entertainment immediately thereafter. If you are a new 
American Legion member, have transferred from another Post, or have 
never taken the American Legion oath, you should be in attendance. We 
have a very impressive program for our new members and their spouses. 
There will be a $5.00 donation per person to offset the cost of dinner. There 
will be no charge for new initiates and their spouses. 
[Special note to new American Legion Members and Transferees 
from another Post: If you have not received an Invitation Letter from 
me, please contact me ASAP via email (McLarenR17@gmail.com) or 
leave a message at the Post (630/968-9710) for me to return your call. 
Rick McLaren – Past Commander]

SEE YOU AT THE POST ON MARCH 20th.
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Understanding VeteransUnderstanding Veterans
          BenefitsBenefits

Do You Know Whats UP?Do You Know Whats UP?

Saturday 
May 1st

WWHO HO SSHOULD HOULD AATTEND?TTEND? Veterans, active duty military plus 
family & friends.  Any one who wants to help veterans get the benefits 
they earned!
WWHAT HAT WWILL ILL II  LLEARN?EARN?  How to identify & locate the many benefits 
available through the VA as well as how to apply for and receive them.
WWHO HO WWILL ILL TTEACH EACH MME?E?  Experienced Veteran Service Officers 
who are experts at locating the applicable benefit rules and guiding 
you through the paperwork.  You will learn from the pros!
WWHAT HAT AABOUT BOUT FFOLLOW OLLOW UUP?P?  Free pamphlets & booklets and 
contact information about VA benefits will be available for you!

Don’t miss this opportunity to learn from the best!Don’t miss this opportunity to learn from the best!

VFW POST 1197

Pay by Mail VFW Post 1337
P.O. Box 24

Mount Prospect, IL 60056

VFW DISTRICT 19

Sponsored By
WHEN: 1May 2021 Sign in & Breakfast 0800 to 0900.    
 Program 0900 to 1500.
WHERE: VFW Post 1197, 645 S. River St. 
 Batavia, IL 60510
COST:   $20; includes breakfast & lunch
REGISTRATION: www.vetworkshop.org
Vist our site for details of presenters and topics.Vist our site for details of presenters and topics.
QUESTIONS:  Call 847-814-2585
E-MAIL  info@vetworkshop.org
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• What season is it when you are on a trampoline? --- Spring-time!

• What do trees feel in spring? --- Releaf.

• Can February March? --- No, but April May!
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SICK CALL
The following Veteran is on sick call.

Let’s keep him in our prayers.

JACK BORDER

IN MEMORIAM
This Legionnaire Has Gone To The

Commander of Us All. 

BERNARD DAHL
Korean War Veteran

American Legion member - 51 years
Rest Well, Our Friend.

Happy
BirtHday

*Participation in the MHFA training is valued at $170. Clover is able to provide the training at no cost thanks to grant funding
from the federal Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA).

MENTAL HEALTH
FIRST AID TRAINING

In the United States, almost half 
of adults will experience a mental 
illness during their lifetime.

Learn
  to identify, understand, and respond to signs of mental illness
and substance use disorders in your community.

Date/Time

Location

Details

RSVP

#BeTheDifference

This training is FREE*. Spots are limited.
RSVP at clovered.org or by calling 512-494-4556

Scan Here to RSVPScan Here to RSVP

Friday, April 9, 10:00am-3:00pm Central

 
Virtual!

Hines VA and Clover are proud to present this virtual training. 
Participation includes viewing a 2-hour prerecorded webinar 
prior to attending a live training led by Gail Schoenbach. Access 
to the webinar and training will be made available upon 
registration.



A M E R I C A N  L E G I O N  N E W S  

9

Serving Breakfast, 
Lunch, & Dinner

"A Family Business 
Where Quality Counts"

2393 63rd Street
Woodridge, IL 60517

Ph 630-810-9812 / Fax 630-353-1767

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -

Guida Eldorado
Independent Beauty Consultant

630-567-8253
guidaeldorado@marykay.com
www.marykay.com/guidaeldorado

Enriching Women's Lives™

Quality Full Color Printing • Brochures • Newsletters • Promotional Products • Signs, Posters & Banners

ALLEGRA MARKETING • PRINT • MAIL
630-963-9100  •  www.allegranaperville.com

2200 Ogden Ave., Ste 550, Lisle, IL 60532

Your Post 80 “Legion-Aire” is produced and printed by:

DuPage County has been preparing since the pandemic started to make one or more 
COVID-19 vaccines available as soon as possible. There is a limited supply of COVID-19 
vaccines. Supply will continually increase in the weeks and months that follow. The DuPage 
County Health Department is working with partners at all levels, including hospitals, health 
care providers, and community leaders, on flexible COVID-19 vaccination programs that can 
accommodate different vaccines and scenarios. For more information on the vaccine please go to: 
https://www.dupagehealth.org/667/COVID-19-Vaccine ...or call (630) 682-7400.

DuPage County Residents: Phase 1b+
65 years and older, and those 

with pre-existing medical conditions
REGISTER TODAY!



MARCH 2021

10

Articles and photos for the newsletter must be submitted no later than 
the 17th of the month. Please contact Newsletter Editor: Jack Border at  
708-971-1438 or email: w.border@comcast.net if you wish to submit something. 

If you wish to place your Business Advertisement in this newsletter, please call for 
information. Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80 (630) 968-9710

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -
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25% 
Off for Veterans

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -
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- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -
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- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -
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DON'T FORGET
to tell our adverstisers, “I saw your Ad in the Legion-Aire Newsletter,” 

and then thank them for their support of Post 80

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -

ON MARCH 14th
Remember

to change your 

Clocks 
Forward

For Daylight Savings Time
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301 75th Street 
Downers Grove, IL 60516 

630-964-6500

1025 W. 55th Street 
Countryside, IL 60525 

708-352-6500
www.hjfunerals.com

Proud to Serve our Veterans and their Families.

Compassionate, Professional Service. Trusted for Generations.

Monthly Events: 

Century Post 503 - VFW 
5101 Belmont Rd. 
Downers Grove, IL. 60515 

Visit our website at www.vfw503.org 

Please stop by to visit, all veterans welcome 

• Canteen open Tuesdays, Thursdays, & Fridays at 3:00 PM
• Members meeting, 3rd Thursday at 7:00 PM
• Auxiliary meeting, 2nd Wednesday at 6:30 PM
• Taco Tuesday, 2nd Tuesday of the month at 3:00 PM
• Hall Rental (Maximum Seating 100 people) see website
• Upcoming events (Calendar ) see website

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -
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708-424-3377

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -
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- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -

3.5” x 2.5” | Maximum Font Size: 30 pt

We salute our
veterans. Thank you.

Jennifer Wilken, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

6800 Main Street Suite 100
Downers Grove, IL 60516
630-435-5432
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC
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DO YOU KNOW A VET IN NEED?
VETERANS AFFAIRS ASSISTANCE

The DuPage Veterans Assistance Commission
421 N. County Farm Road - 2nd Fl - Rear of Cafeteria, Wheaton, IL 60187

  Bill Brophy, Admin. Assistant
  Bernadette Wawczak, Case Manager/Service Officer
  Phone: 630-407-5655      Fax: 630-407-5656
  Office Hours: 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. and 1-4 p.m. Monday - Friday
  email: dupagevac@dupageco.org 

Cook County Department of Veterans Affairs
Bureau of Administration Cook County Government

Audrey Mollo, Administrative Assistant I
Telephone: 312-603-2221   Fax: 312-603-4479
email: Audrey.Mollo@CookCountyIl.gov
  Veterans.Affairs@CookCountyIl.gov
Website: www.cookcountyil.gov/agency/veterans-affairs

VETERANS CRISIS LINE 

1-800-273 TALK (8255)
AVAILABLE 24 HOURS A 

DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK.
When callers press "1" they 
are immediately connected 
with a qualified and caring 
provider.

NATIONAL CALL CENTER 
FOR HOMELESS VETS,

assists homeless veterans, at-risk 
veterans, their families and other 
interested parties with linkages to 
appropriate VA and community-
based resources, 24 HOURS A DAY, 
7 DAYS A WEEK,

1-877-4AID VET
(1-877-424-3838)

LEGAL HOTLINE FOR ILLINOIS VETS
855-452-3526

for more info go to iejf.org

IMPORTANT - VETERAN INFORMATION
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WHEELCHAIRS, WALKERS & CRUTCHES
Post 80 lends out wheel chairs, walkers and crutches to anyone 
that may need them. For more information, call Rich Jones at  
630-964-2434. 
Anyone who has borrowed a wheelchair, walker, or crutches 
and no longer needs them, please return them to Post 80 so 
they may be available for other veterans.

AMAZON WILL DONATE 0.5% TO THE AMERICAN 
LEGION AUXILIARY FOUNDATION INC. WHENEVER 

YOU SHOP ON AMAZON THROUGH THE 
AMAZONSMILE LINK!

YOU JUST LOG INTO YOUR AMAZON ACCOUNT 
THROUGH THE LINK ON THE AUXILIARY WEBSITE:

https://www.alaforveterans.org/Amazon-Smile/
JUST FOLLOW THE STEPS ON THE WEBSITE WHEN YOU 

ARE READY TO SHOP!

DD 214 REQUESTS
If you are in need of your DD 214 go to the following website:
www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records
Then go to Start your Military Service Record (DD Form 214) Request and follow the 
prompts and fill in the required information. It also has you print a signature sheet that you 
have to mail to them. When they receive the signature paper, they will send you an email 
confirming that they received it. Then in about 10 days, you’ll receive 2 certified copies of 
your DD 214 and copies of your discharge orders.
It’s really easy and it only costs you the price of a postage stamp and an envelope.
Your Service Officer.

IMPORTANT - VETERAN INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL ONLINE RESOURCES:
va.org • legion.org • suicidepreventionlifeline.org

For anyone having difficulties with the VA, there is a 
White House HOTLINE that is staffed 24/7: 855.948.2311

For a list of benefits Exclusively for ILLINOIS VETERANS, go to
https://www.legion.org/veteransbenefits/illinois



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURDSAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

ELIGIBILITY DATES
WORLD WAR I - APRIL 6, 1917 - NOVEMBER 11, 1918

WORLD WAR II - DECEMBER 7, 1941 to present for any veteran with an 
Honorable Discharge.

NOTE: This calendar can change 
without notice

SEE www.post80.org/
calendar

FOR MORE DETAILS

Auxiliary 
Meeting 
7:00 pm

Coffee Donuts 
& Conversation

8:30 am

Coffee Donuts 
& Conversation

8:30 am

Board of 
Directors 
Meeting
7:30 pm

Business 
Meeting 
 7:30 pm

Coffee Donuts 
& Conversation

8:30 am

March 2021

Hug A GI Day
Navy Reserve 

Birthday Seabees Birthday

HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY

American Legion!

K9 Veteran's Day

St. Patrick's Day

Medal of Honor Day

First Day of Spring!Daylight Savings

CDC - 8:30 am

New Members 
Dinner 6pm


