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Commander’s Column
Hope you had a Happy Thanksgiving. As usual, it took us 8 to 10 hours to 

cook everything and then 20 minutes to sit down and eat too much. But it was 
good.

Our Spaghetti Dinner was a huge success, we had about 130 people attend. 
The food was delicious and the raffle prizes were terrific. We had 36 items donated 
by some of the local businesses to raffle. The money raised will be used to help 
Veterans in the area and fund some programs at the post.  So a big THANK 
YOU to everyone who attended, and a special THANK YOU to Marge and John 
Pavich who organized the dinner, Carmen Gnolfo for his cooking expertise and 
to all the people who volunteered to help make the dinner possible.

    The Children's Christmas party is the 5th of December so I hope you have 
your children or grandchildren registered to attend. Santa will have some great 
presents to hand out and the magician is going to teach the children some magic 
tricks. Sounds like a lot of fun. I'd also like to thank the Ladies Auxiliary for their 
help with the Children's' Christmas party. They do so much and I don't think we 
could have it without them. And thank you to Donna Rosenkranz for decorating 
the Christmas trees. She does a great job every year.

Our Veteran's Day Ceremony was well attended and I'd like to thank 
everyone who participated, your involvement is very much appreciated. After 
our ceremony John Cruz and Dave Wisbrock went to Mission BBQ restaurant 
and did a flag presentation at 12:00. Thanks John and Dave for representing our 
Post, I'm sure you did a great job. Unfortunately, due to the rain, we had to cancel 
our flag retirement ceremony for Thursday night and re-schedule it to Monday 
November 15th. Thank you to everyone who helped with the ceremony.

The Post's Adult Christmas party is December 18th from  6:30 p.m. to 11:00 
p.m. Please bring a Hors D'oeuvres to share. Ed Ludwig and John Pavich  always 
do a great job organizing the party. We have a lot of fun and it's only  a $5.00 
donation to attend. See the article in this Legion-Aire for all the details.

Because of donations from the Post and other sources we were able to donate 
$1000.00 to Wreaths Across America, which is an organization that tries to put a 
wreath on every Veterans grave at Christmas. In early December several of our 
members will go to Abraham Lincoln National Cemetery and place wreaths on 
the graves of our deceased members, friends and relatives who are buried there. 

We still have coffee and donuts on Saturday mornings from 8:30 to about 
11:00 a.m., so come up to the Post and have a donut and some good conversation 
with your fellow Vets. We like to see new faces.

Our next members meeting is Wednesday December 1st at 7:30 p.m. All 
members are welcome

Have a very Merry Christmas and a safe and prosperous New Year. 
See you at the Post.
Rich



DECEMBER 2021

4

         
Please Change My Address

NAME ______________________________________________

NEW Address: ______________________________________

City/State/Zip: _______________________________________

Effective Date: _______________________________________

New Phone Number: ___________________________________
Mail this form to:

Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80
Attn: Adjutant

4000 Saratoga Ave.
Downers Grove, IL 60515

Attention American Legion Post 80 Members
2021-2022 MEMBERSHIP DUES RENEWAL!!!

The first renewal notice for 2021-
2022 annual dues will be mailed from 
the National Headquarters very soon.  

Consider joining the growing 
number of Post 80 members who pay 
dues online. 

Why? Less paperwork, more efficient, 
better reporting, and most importantly, faster service for 
you. You will receive an email message that will contain 
the link when the notices are mailed.
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Crafting a Brighter Future For Our Veterans
Auxiliary News – DECEMBER 2021

Auxiliary News continued on page 6...

WOW! It is December.  I hope everyone had a wonderful, safe 
Thanksgiving.

I received Unit 80 packet from Auxiliary Department of Illinois which 
contained information on available Auxiliary Scholarship, Department/
Nation Awards & Contests, ALA Illinoi Girls State information, etc. I have 
listed below what they are.  If you are interested in any of the information, 
please send me an email with the Packet number and I will scan it and 
send it to you.  My email is proney@sbcglobal.net.

I also received the information the Annual American Essay contest. 
See the Article in the Newsletter.

The Annual Children's Christmas Party will be December 5, 2021, 
from 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm!  The kids will meet Santa Claus, enjoy games, 
cookies, treats and presents!  The Auxiliary will be wrapping the present 
on Friday, December 3, at 6;00 pm at the Legion.  Bring your scissors 

 
A u x i l i a r y  N e w s  –  D e c e m b e r  2 0 2 0  
"Crafting a Brighter Future for Our Veterans" 

Auxiliary News – December 2021 
 

WOW! It is December.  I hope everyone had a wonderful, safe Thanksgiving. 
 
I received Unit 80 packet from Auxiliary Department of Illinois which contained information on available 
Auxiliary Scholarship, Department/Nation Awards & Contests, ALA Illinoi Girls State information, etc. I have 
listed below what they are.  If you are interested in any of the information, please send me an email with the 
Packet number and I will scan it and send it to you.  My email is proney@sbcglobal.net. 
 

 
 
I also received the information the Annual American Essay contest. See the Article in the Newsletter. 
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Auxiliary News continued from page 5...

and tape and join us for fun wrapping presents.  We usually have good 
time enjoying spending time together.  Also, if you happen to have some 
ornaments you are not using, please donate to the Legion (lost some 
ornaments last year when a tree fell…OOPS).  Bring to the Legion during 
Bingo or give to any Board Member

We are also having Our own Holiday Celebration at Our next General 
Meeting December 13, 2021, at a earlier time of 6:00 pm.  We will have 
an abbreviated meeting and then have Our traditional potluck and 
Christmas grab bag.  The Unit will provide chicken and members are 
asked to bring sides/desserts.  Please bring a gift (no more than $20.00), 
wrap it up special and join us in a riveting story of the Wright Family.  

Membership Renewal is here.  The renewal fee will still be $24.00.  
You will be receiving your Renewal Notice from National via US Mail.  
Please send the form on the bottom of the letter with any changes to your 
address.  You can also add your email address and phone number.  We 
will make the additions/corrections to the ALA Membership database.  
You can use the enclosed envelope to mail the renewal back to:  Bonnie 
Wisbrock, 49 N Warwick Ave, Westmont, Il 60559-1717.  Bonnie will 
process your renewal and send out your new membership care. You 
can also pay your dues electronically on the American Legion Auxiliary 
Department of Illinois’s Web-site: http:// www.ilala.org or bring it to Our 
General Meeting in December. As of 11/8/2021 there are 42 mem-bers 
who have paid dues for 2022.  There are 24 members who have not yet 
paid

President Mary Ann Proney announced that District #11 is holding 
a fund raiser raffle.  Tickets are being sold for $5.00 each.  Mary Ann 
acquired 20 tickets for sale and has already sold some of them.  The 
cutoff date to purchase is 2/10/22.  If you are interested, contact Mary 
Ann directly.

Hope to see everyone soon.  Stay Safe and Healthy so we can all get 
together soon. Happy Holidays

Mary Ann Proney
Unit 80 President
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It is time to Renew your American Legion Auxiliary Unit 80 Membership.  You 
will be receiving your Renewal Notice from National via US Mail. 

Unit has NOT increased your dues, so its still $24.00.  

Please send the form on the bottom of the letter with any changes to your 
address.  You can also add your email address and phone number.  We will 
make the additions/corrections to the ALA Membership database.  Use 
enclosed envelope and the address for Bonnie Wisbrock and mail your 
Renewal fee of $24.00.  Or better yet, bring it to Our next General Meeting 
(2nd Monday of the Month)

You can pay your dues electronically on the American Legion Auxiliary 
Department Illinois’s Website:  www.ilala.org.

Bonnie Wisbrock/Membership Chairperson

 

 

 

        American Legion Riders – Chapter 80 –  2021

Legion Rider membership requires membership or affiliation  
with the American Legion and ownership of a 350cc or larger  
motorcycle. Annual dues are $20.00.   

Please check with Director Rich Proney (630.975.5122) or John  
Pavich (630-712-1834) to confirm meeting locations for any 
given  month. 

Upcoming Rides and Events 
Check the Post 80 web site at post80.org/legion  riders for 
updates for the Legion Rider meeting and event  schedule.   

Our motto is always, Veterans Helping Veterans!
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Veterans Helping Veterans

Many Thanks to All
Baked Apple Restaurant  •  Chick-fil-A  

Costco Wholesale  •  Home Depot
Honor Flight  •  King Car Wash

Mariano’s  
JJC Family Restaurants/ McDonald’s

McGrath - KIA  •  Mission BBQ
North American Firearms 

Omaha Steaks  •  Omega Restaurant
Papa Passero’s   •  Portillo’s 
Sam’s Club  •  Starbuck’s
Stevens Family Restaurant

Thomas F. Brown, DDS
Twin Oaks Golf Course, Westmont
Uncle Bub’s  •  Zazzo’s Pizza & Bar

Also, Thanks to:
our Legion members who donated gifts and 

collected gifts, the Auxiliary who baked for the 
spaghetti dinner,  the Boy Scouts, 

and all the volunteers that helped make the 
event a success.

      Our sincere thank you to all of you. 
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American Legion Auxiliary 
Alexander Bradley Burns Post#80 
2022 Americanism Essay Contest 

 
Each year, the American Legion Auxiliary Department of Illinois (ALA) sponsors 
an Americanism Essay contest for students in Grades 7-12 and the Alexander 
Bradley Burns, Auxiliary Unit 80 is proud to participate.  The purpose of this 
contest is to promote patriotism and responsible citizenship.  
 
Our Essay contest is divided into three classes by School Grade Level.  The best 
essay from each Class will receive an Award from Post 80 and forwarded on to the 
American Legion Auxiliary Department of Illinois to participate in the State wide 
essay contest.  The State wide Awards are defined in the Americanism Essay 
Contest pamphlet.  Please email Mary Ann Proney for a copy of the Pamphlet.  I 
will scan it and send it to you in PDF format. 
 
Essay Title for 2022:  “Patriotism: How We Are More Alike Than Different” 
 
Essay Classes: Class I  Grades 7 Th and 8th    
   Class II Grades 9th and 10 Th    
   Class III Grades 11th and 12 Th   
 
Title Page:  Must be a separate page with the Subject Name, Student Name & 
Address, and Grade in School, Name of School and Name of Sponsoring Post: 
 
Essay Length:  The Essay shall be no more than 500 words in length 
(not counting a, an, and, & the). 
 
Essay Format:  The Title Page and Essay may be either typed on a 
typewriter/computer or written in ink on regular theme paper.  No decorative 
borders, picture or other graphics.  Pages must be numbered at the center bottom, 
starting with first page of the Essay and PAPER CLIPPED together (PLEASE NO 
STAPLES).  If you choose to submit via email please make sure your Title Page 
and Essay are ATTACHMENTS and saved in either in Microsoft Word or PDF 
format. 
 
All Essays must be submitted to:  
Americanism Committee        American Legion Auxiliary 
c/o Mary Ann Proney 
109 Ashford Lane  Westmont, IL 60559                                proney@sbcglobal.net 

 
Due Date:  NO LATER THAN FEBRUARY 4, 2022 
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SICK CALL
The following Veterans are on sick call.

Let’s keep them in our prayers.

EMERY WOLFF
JIM MIKOLAJCZAK

DAVE WISBROCK

CIVIL AIR PATROL 
(Air Force Auxiliary)

December 1

NATIONAL GUARD 
December 13

ARMY CHAPLAIN ASSISTANT 
December 28

Anniversary of...
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Serving Breakfast, 
Lunch, & Dinner

"A Family Business 
Where Quality Counts"

2393 63rd Street
Woodridge, IL 60517

Ph 630-810-9812 / Fax 630-353-1767

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -

Guida Eldorado
Independent Beauty Consultant

630-567-8253
guidaeldorado@marykay.com
www.marykay.com/guidaeldorado

Enriching Women's Lives™

DON'T FORGET
to tell our adverstisers, “I saw your Ad in the Legion-Aire Newsletter,” 

and then thank them for their support of Post 80
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Articles and photos for the newsletter must be submitted 
no later than the 17th of the month.

Please contact Bruce Peiffer: agnlbp@gmail.com. 

If you wish to place your Business Advertisement in this newsletter, please call for 
information. Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80 (630) 968-9710

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -
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25% 
Off for Veterans

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -



DECEMBER 2021

14

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -
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- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -
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- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -

Quality Full Color Printing • Brochures • Newsletters • Promotional Products • Signs, Posters & Banners

ALLEGRA MARKETING • PRINT • MAIL
630-963-9100  •  www.allegranaperville.com

2200 Ogden Ave., Ste 550, Lisle, IL 60532

Your Post 80 “Legion-Aire” is produced and printed by:



A M E R I C A N  L E G I O N  N E W S  

17

301 75th Street 
Downers Grove, IL 60516 

630-964-6500

1025 W. 55th Street 
Countryside, IL 60525 

708-352-6500
www.hjfunerals.com

Proud to Serve our Veterans and their Families.

Compassionate, Professional Service. Trusted for Generations.

Monthly Events: 

Century Post 503 - VFW 
5101 Belmont Rd. 
Downers Grove, IL. 60515 

Visit our website at www.vfw503.org 

Please stop by to visit, all veterans welcome 

• Canteen open Tuesdays, Thursdays, & Fridays at 3:00 PM
• Members meeting, 3rd Thursday at 7:00 PM
• Auxiliary meeting, 2nd Wednesday at 6:30 PM
• Taco Tuesday, 2nd Tuesday of the month at 3:00 PM
• Hall Rental (Maximum Seating 100 people) see website
• Upcoming events (Calendar ) see website

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -
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708-424-3377

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -
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- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -

3.5” x 2.5” | Maximum Font Size: 30 pt

We salute our
veterans. Thank you.

Jennifer Wilken, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

6800 Main Street Suite 100
Downers Grove, IL 60516
630-435-5432
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC
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DO YOU KNOW A VET IN NEED?
VETERANS AFFAIRS ASSISTANCE

The DuPage Veterans Assistance Commission
421 N. County Farm Road - 2nd Fl - Rear of Cafeteria, Wheaton, IL 60187

  Bill Brophy, Admin. Assistant
  Bernadette Wawczak, Case Manager/Service Officer
  Phone: 630-407-5655      Fax: 630-407-5656
  Office Hours: 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. and 1-4 p.m. Monday - Friday
  email: dupagevac@dupageco.org 

Cook County Department of Veterans Affairs
Bureau of Administration Cook County Government

Audrey Mollo, Administrative Assistant I
Telephone: 312-603-2221   Fax: 312-603-4479
email: Audrey.Mollo@CookCountyIl.gov
  Veterans.Affairs@CookCountyIl.gov
Website: www.cookcountyil.gov/agency/veterans-affairs

VETERANS CRISIS LINE 

1-800-273 TALK (8255)
AVAILABLE 24 HOURS A 

DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK.
When callers press "1" they 
are immediately connected 
with a qualified and caring 
provider.

NATIONAL CALL CENTER 
FOR HOMELESS VETS,

assists homeless veterans, at-risk 
veterans, their families and other 
interested parties with linkages to 
appropriate VA and community-
based resources, 24 HOURS A DAY, 
7 DAYS A WEEK,

1-877-4AID VET
(1-877-424-3838)

LEGAL HOTLINE FOR ILLINOIS VETS
855-452-3526

for more info go to iejf.org

IMPORTANT - VETERAN INFORMATION
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WHEELCHAIRS, WALKERS & CRUTCHES
Post 80 lends out wheel chairs, walkers and crutches to anyone 
that may need them. For more information, call Rich Jones at  
630-964-2434. 
Anyone who has borrowed a wheelchair, walker, or crutches 
and no longer needs them, please return them to Post 80 so 
they may be available for other veterans.

AMAZON WILL DONATE 0.5% TO THE AMERICAN 
LEGION AUXILIARY FOUNDATION INC. WHENEVER 

YOU SHOP ON AMAZON THROUGH THE 
AMAZONSMILE LINK!

YOU JUST LOG INTO YOUR AMAZON ACCOUNT 
THROUGH THE LINK ON THE AUXILIARY WEBSITE:

https://www.alaforveterans.org/Amazon-Smile/
JUST FOLLOW THE STEPS ON THE WEBSITE WHEN YOU 

ARE READY TO SHOP!

DD 214 REQUESTS
If you are in need of your DD 214 go to the following website:
www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records
Then go to Start your Military Service Record (DD Form 214) Request and follow the 
prompts and fill in the required information. It also has you print a signature sheet that you 
have to mail to them. When they receive the signature paper, they will send you an email 
confirming that they received it. Then in about 10 days, you’ll receive 2 certified copies of 
your DD 214 and copies of your discharge orders.
It’s really easy and it only costs you the price of a postage stamp and an envelope.
Your Service Officer.

IMPORTANT - VETERAN INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL ONLINE RESOURCES:
va.org • legion.org • suicidepreventionlifeline.org

For anyone having difficulties with the VA, there is a 
White House HOTLINE that is staffed 24/7: 855.948.2311

For a list of benefits Exclusively for ILLINOIS VETERANS, go to
https://www.legion.org/veteransbenefits/illinois



DECEMBER 2021

22

http://historicphiladelphia.org/betsy-ross-house/flag/

National Wreaths Across America Day
December 18, 2021

Each December on National Wreaths Across America Day, our mission 
to Remember, Honor and Teach is carried out by coordinating wreath-
laying ceremonies at Arlington National Cemetery, as well as at more 

than 2,500 additional locations in all 50 U.S. states, at sea and abroad.
Who We Remember
From the Revolutionary War to present day conflicts, our veterans are devoted sons and 
daughters, fathers and mothers, sisters and brothers. They come from all backgrounds 
in life to place those lives on the line for our freedoms. There are millions of individual 
stories to tell. Get to know them by viewing the 4,760 recent posts made by our supporters 
or sponsor a wreath in honor of or in memory of an American hero.
Where We Remember
Wreaths Across America coordinates wreath -laying ceremonies at more than 2,500 
locations across the United States, at sea and abroad. Click below to find a location near 
you.
If you don't see a location near you, Wreaths Across America will support you in 
becoming a Location Coordinator for a cemetery in your area. There is no cost to become 
a participating location and host a Wreaths Across America ceremony.
When We Honor
While coordinating wreath-laying ceremonies each December on National Wreaths 
Across America Day is a big part of what we do, our mission to Remember, Honor and 
Teach is carried out throughout the year. From our Remembrance Tree program to the 
Wreaths Across America Museum in Maine, there are many different ways in which you 
can get involved!
How We Teach
Wreaths Across America’s mission touches the lives of thousands of school, scout, civic 
and religious groups across the country through fundraising for wreath sponsorships. 
These groups help us ensure that we reach our goal to place a wreath on each hero’s 
grave. In return, they receive fundraising dollars that assist in furthering their own goals 
and projects. 
Why We Do It
We understand we have Veterans Day in the fall and Memorial Day in the spring, but our 
service members sacrifice their time and safety every single day of the year to preserve 
our freedoms.
In many homes, there is an empty seat for one who is serving or one who made the 
ultimate sacrifice for our country. There is no better time to express our appreciation than 
during the hustle and bustle of the holiday season. We hope you will join us at any of our 
more than 2,500 participating locations to show our veterans and their families that we 
will not forget. We will never forget.
For more information please go to: https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/
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Post 80

Please bring an
Hors D’oeuvres to share

Legion Bar Prices
50/50
Entertainment by
Another Place & Time
Legion Members & Friends are Invited

$5.00 donation



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURDSAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30 31

Tai Chi
7:30-9:30 am
CDC 8:30 am

CHRISTMAS
PARTY
6:30pm

ELIGIBILITY DATES
WORLD WAR I - APRIL 6, 1917 - NOVEMBER 11, 1918

WORLD WAR II - DECEMBER 7, 1941 to present for any veteran with an 
Honorable Discharge.

ALA 
HOLIDAY 

GATHERING 
6:00 pm

Business 
Meeting 
 7:30 pm

December 2021

Board of 
Directors 
Meeting
7:30 pm

BINGO
 6:45 pm

Doors & Bar 
Open 4:00 pm

BINGO IS 
BACK!!!

Please check www.post80.or/calendar for 
any last minute changes.

BINGO
 6:45 pm

Doors & Bar 
Open 4:00 pm

BINGO
 6:45 pm

Doors & Bar 
Open 4:00 pm

BINGO
 6:45 pm

Doors & Bar 
Open 4:00 pm

Tai Chi
7:30-9:30 am

Coffee, Donuts, 
& Conversation  

8:30 am

Tai Chi
7:30-9:30 am

Coffee, Donuts, 
& Conversation  

8:30 am

National Guard 
Birthday

Pearl Harbor 
Remembrance

Christmas EveWinter Begins

Anniversary of the 
Army Chaplain 

Assistant New Year’s Eve

DECEMBER 6, 2021  
KITCHEN: KIM CRUZ 
 JULIE ISENBERGER 
 LINDSAY FORSBERG
TICKETS: CHRIS GRAVES 
COMPUTER: TOM REIDY 

DECEMBER 13, 2021  
KITCHEN: JEAN KRUPIN  
 DONNA ROSENKRANZ 
 JOYCE WILK 
TICKETS: BILL COZZI 
COMPUTER: MARY ANN PRONEY 

DECEMBER 20, 2021  
KITCHEN: KIM CRUZ 
 TODD HENSON 
 JULIE ISENBERGER 
TICKETS: BONNIE WISBROCK 
COMPUTER: MARY ANN PRONEY 

DECEMBER 27, 2021  
KITCHEN: JEAN KRUPIN  
 DONNA ROSENKRANZ 
 JOYCE WILK 
TICKETS: JASON COCHRAN 
COMPUTER: JOE SIMONETTI 

KIDS 
CHRISTMAS 

PARTY
2-5 pm


