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Commander’s Column

Commander's Column continued on page 5...

2020 – how will we remember the year?  The members of Alexander Bradley 
Burns Post 80, The American Legion and our related organizations, Ladies 
Auxiliary, Legion Riders, 40 & 8 and Sons should be proud we have done so 
well.  After having to shut down meetings in March, we tried and utilized our 
facility in a highly sanitized fashion and held a Memorial Day Picnic as well 
as our traditional Labor Day Picnic.  All were well attended and the support 
from our membership and their families was terrific.  The Ladies held safe 
outdoor get-togethers to maintain their relationships and the Rider’s held their 
Board meetings to keep themselves vibrant.  We have also added about 15 new 
members – Welcome Aboard! 

Dave Wisbrock rekindled Fun Friday Nights until the virus slowed them to a 
stop.  Efforts by led by Ed Ludwig allowed us to maintain an extremely sanitized 
facility and we drew outstanding compliments from the DuPage County court 
system.  The DuPage County Board has elected to centralize all Traffic Court 
cases to Wheaton.  We shall pursue other avenues to generate income but until the 
virus situation is mitigated; rentals and other sources of revenue are minimized.

As many members have noticed, we have trimmed our spending wherever 
possible and sensible.  If you have any suggestions, please send to our email:  
abbpost80@gmail.com.  We do read as well as listen.  One area we would wish 
our membership to consider is our monthly Legion-Aire newsletter.  Please 
check out our website for the latest goings-on as well as calendar of events and 
archived issues of the newsletter.  If you would prefer your issue via our website 
instead of printed copies that are mailed – again, please notify us via the email 
address and we shall remove from the mailing list.  Our website is:  www.Post80.
org.  Every bit of savings helps.  

We have no idea how the weather will be for the balance of the Winter.  We 
shall do our best to maintain our facility to continue the pride many take as the 
heart of our Post.  Please plan on attending our monthly business meetings the 
first Wednesday of each month at 7:30 PM.  Dress is casual, but respectful of 
others. 

The Order of the Arrow Lodge from our Pathway to Adventure Council, Boy 
Scouts of America cleaned up the area along the fence line on the east side of 
Saratoga south of the parking lot and looks great!  The area east of the parking 
lot was cleaned up by our Boy Scout Troop 80 members and leaders.  Troop 80 
also assists us with other maintenance items as well as assisting us with Flag 
Retirements. Many Eagle Scout projects have also added great character to our 
grounds and facility.  Please thank them when you see them.  

The Boy Scout Troop meets Monday nights @ 7:15 and has excellent 
membership and an outstanding youth program of fun through doing.  If you 
know of any young men ages 10-1/2 through 18 who might be interested, please 
have them visit.  Attendance is limited due to the virus but both youth and adults 
would welcome any interested young men and parents.
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Please Change My Address

NAME_______________________________________________

NEW Address:_ ______________________________________

City/State/Zip:________________________________________

Effective Date:_ _______________________________________

New Phone Number:____________________________________
Mail this form to:

Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80
Attn: Adjutant

4000 Saratoga Ave.
Downers Grove, IL 60515

Commander's Column continued from page 3...

As we start the beginning of 2021, let us approach it with a sense of optimism 
and moving forward, not backward.  We have a terrific membership and if you are 
not active, please drop by the Post on Saturday mornings @ 8:30 AM for CD&C 
(Coffee, Donuts and conversation).  We meet in the Lounge (to the right after 
entering the front doors) and if we do not solve the worlds opportunities, we try 
to put a positive spin on them – no politics or religion please.  We have a common 
goal – assist fellow Veterans and active-duty Armed Forces members.  We share a 
bond few others have of being members or former members of our Armed Forces 
of a free people – the finest in the world.  

I generally spotlight a few historical events each month but thought this month 
I would thank our membership and all others who keep our Post vibrant and 
healthy.  Many volunteer organizations have taken a hiatus during the pandemic 
– not Post 80.  We have been cautious but after holding on-line meetings, we re-
started in-person meetings; well within the proscribed guidelines and utilizing the 
protocols as determined by the CDC as they evolve.  Thank you to all who helped 
us get through the difficulties and challenges of 2020, you are all great Americans!

Please have a Prosperous and Healthy 2021! 
May You enjoy Fair Winds and Following Seas, 
Bruce Peiffer 
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Celebrate Your Pride in Membership to 
Grow for the Future

Auxiliary News – JANUARY 2021

Happy New Year!!!
A New Year and hopefully we be able to meet up soon.

I am on my annual trip south for the January, so I hope it is not too cold in Downers 
Grove.  

If the restrictions by State Health Department are still in effect, we might not be 
having Our January 11th General Meeting.  I will keep in touch the other Board members 
and will let you know.  

If you have not renewal your Auxiliary membership, please do so.  The renewal fee 
will still be $24.00.  You can pay your dues electronically on the American Legion Auxiliary 
Department of Illinois’s Website: http:// www.ilala.org or bring it to Our General Meeting. 

Remember BINGO has been cancelled until the health agencies deem it is safe for 
group events.  I will let you as soon as I know via email.  If you do not have email, please 
continue to check on the Legion website for BINGO updates.  The Legion website is 
www.post80.org.  If you would like to help in the kitchen or tickets, please Kim Cruz- 
630-408-2322.  We will have some new rules and protective glass to use when we open 
to help keep everyone safe.

We are still collecting for Our Poppy Honor Board. We have Our Own Flanders 
Field on the Auxiliary bulletin board.  See the article in the Newsletter. Think about 
who you would like to honor by placing their name on the Board.  We have had several 
people contribute and Kim and I have put their names up on Our Poppy Field.  Please 
see the article in this newsletter to fill out who you would like to see on the on Our Own 
Flanders Field 

The Board is open to any ideas on what you want your Auxiliary Unit to accomplish 
next year.  We will need to adjust how we work this year due to COVID19, but we want 
to continue to support Our Community Veterans, Active Military, and their families the 
best we can.   So, if you have any ideas please let us know.

Hope to see everyone soon.  Stay Safe and Healthy so we can all get together soon. 
Mary Ann Proney
Unit 80 President
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Poppy Day Honor Board
$5.00 per Name

The Poppy Program raises community awareness and respect for our veterans by educating 
the public about the symbol of the poppy, taken from a line in the poem “In The Flanders 
Fields” written on the battlefront during World War 1 by Lt Col. John McCrae, M.D.

In honor of the men and women that have served and sacrificed their lives for our freedom, 
we will display an “HONOR BOARD” displaying the Auxiliary version of Flanders Field on 
the Auxiliary Bulletin Board at Post 80 to give thanks to them. We look forward to your 
honored veteran’s name.

All Poppy Day Honor Board donations go directly to the Veterans and their families. During 
the month of July through September, the displayed board will honor your loved ones that 
served.

Make Checks Payable To :
American Legion Auxiliary, Unit 80

Attn: Jean Krupin, Treasurer
6513 Wells St

Downers Grove IL, 60516
Donation of $5 per Name

Thank You for supporting Poppy Day Honor Board
The Honor Board will be displayed on Unit 80 Auxiliary’ s

Bulletion board in Post entrance hall.
Please fill out the form below and list the full names & branches of service that your loved ones served.

Name:________________________________________________________________

Branch of Service: __________________________________________________

Name:________________________________________________________________

Branch of Service: __________________________________________________



A M E R I C A N  L E G I O N  N E W S 	

7

 

 

 

American Legion Riders – Chapter 80 –JAN. 2021 Update 

Legion Rider membership requires membership or affiliation  
with the American Legion and ownership of a 350cc or larger  
motorcycle. Annual dues are $20.00.   

Please check with Director Mike Klick (708.670.1475) or John  
Pavich (630-712-1834) to confirm meeting locations for any 
given  month. 

Upcoming Rides and Events 
Check the Post 80 web site at post80.org/legion  riders for 
updates for the Legion Rider meeting and event  schedule.   

Our motto is always, Veterans Helping Veterans!

TIME TO TIGHTEN THE BELTS...

As many members have noticed, we have trimmed our 

spending wherever possible and sensible.  If you have any 

suggestions, please send to our email:  abbpost80@gmail.com.  

We do read as well as listen.  One area we would wish our 

membership to consider is our monthly Legion-Aire newsletter.  

Please check out our website for the latest goings-on as well 

as calendar of events and archived issues of the newsletter.  If 

you would prefer your issue via our website instead of printed 

copies that are mailed – again, please notify us via the email 

address and we shall remove from the mailing list.  Our website 

is:  www.Post80.org.  Every bit of savings helps.
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" Celebrate Your Pride 
in Membership to Grow for 

the Future ”

American Legion 
Auxiliary

Department of Illinois
2020 - 2021 

Theme

It is time to Renew your American Legion Auxiliary Unit 80 
Membership.

Unit 80 has decided NOT to increase your dues . So your dues 
is still $24.00.

Please renew your membership and remember to come and 
Join your fellow Members at any Legion or Auxiliary event 

or Our General Meeting beginning September 14 at 7:00pm. 
Look in the Legion – Aire Newsletter for events .  Bonnie

Wisbrock will be sending renewal letters out shortly.  

You can pay your dues electronically on the American Legion 
Auxiliary Department of Illinois’s Website : http://

www.ilala.org.  Bonnie Wisbrock/Membership Chairperson

Attention American Legion Post 80 Members
2020-2021 MEMBERSHIP DUES RENEWAL!!!

The first renewal notice for 2020-
2021 annual dues will be mailed from the 
National Headquarters very soon.  

Consider joining the growing number of 
Post 80 members who pay dues online. 

Why? Less paperwork, more efficient, 
better reporting, and most importantly, faster service for you. 
Bruce Peiffer, Commander, will send an email message that will 
contain the link when the notices are mailed.
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Serving Breakfast, 
Lunch, & Dinner

"A Family Business 
Where Quality Counts"

2393 63rd Street
Woodridge, IL 60517

Ph 630-810-9812 / Fax 630-353-1767

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -

Guida Eldorado
Independent Beauty Consultant

630-567-8253
guidaeldorado@marykay.com
www.marykay.com/guidaeldorado

Enriching Women's Lives™

Quality Full Color Printing • Brochures • Newsletters • Promotional Products • Signs, Posters & Banners

ALLEGRA MARKETING • PRINT • MAIL
630-963-9100  •  www.allegranaperville.com

2200 Ogden Ave., Ste 550, Lisle, IL 60532

Your Post 80 “Legion-Aire” is produced and printed by:

SICK CALL
The following Veterans are on sick call.

Let’s keep them in our prayers.

ERIC BONNECARRE
WILLIAM WAGNER
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Articles and photos for the newsletter must be submitted no later than 
the 17th of the month. Please contact Newsletter Editor: Jack Border at  
708-971-1438 or email: w.border@comcast.net if you wish to submit something. 

If you wish to place your Business Advertisement in this newsletter, please call for 
information. Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80 (630) 968-9710

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -
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25% 
Off for Veterans

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -
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- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -
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- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -
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DON'T FORGET
to tell our adverstisers, “I saw your Ad in the 
Legion-Aire Newsletter,” and then thank them 

for their support of Post 80

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -
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301 75th Street 
Downers Grove, IL 60516 

630-964-6500

1025 W. 55th Street 
Countryside, IL 60525 

708-352-6500
www.hjfunerals.com

Proud to Serve our Veterans and their Families.

Compassionate, Professional Service. Trusted for Generations.

Monthly Events: 

Century Post 503 - VFW 
5101 Belmont Rd. 
Downers Grove, IL. 60515 

Visit our website at www.vfw503.org 

Please stop by to visit, all veterans welcome 

• Canteen open Tuesdays, Thursdays, & Fridays at 3:00 PM
• Members meeting, 3rd Thursday at 7:00 PM
• Auxiliary meeting, 2nd Wednesday at 6:30 PM
• Taco Tuesday, 2nd Tuesday of the month at 3:00 PM
• Hall Rental (Maximum Seating 100 people) see website
• Upcoming events (Calendar ) see website

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -
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708-424-3377

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -
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- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -

3.5” x 2.5” | Maximum Font Size: 30 pt

We salute our
veterans. Thank you.

Jennifer Wilken, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

6800 Main Street Suite 100
Downers Grove, IL 60516
630-435-5432
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC
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DO YOU KNOW A VET IN NEED?
VETERANS AFFAIRS ASSISTANCE

The DuPage Veterans Assistance Commission
421 N. County Farm Road - 2nd Fl - Rear of Cafeteria, Wheaton, IL 60187

  Bill Brophy, Admin. Assistant
  Bernadette Wawczak, Case Manager/Service Officer
  Phone: 630-407-5655      Fax: 630-407-5656
  Office Hours: 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. and 1-4 p.m. Monday - Friday
  email: dupagevac@dupageco.org 

Cook County Department of Veterans Affairs
Bureau of Administration Cook County Government

Audrey Mollo, Administrative Assistant I
Telephone: 312-603-2221   Fax: 312-603-4479
email: Audrey.Mollo@CookCountyIl.gov
	  Veterans.Affairs@CookCountyIl.gov
Website: www.cookcountyil.gov/agency/veterans-affairs

VETERANS CRISIS LINE 

1-800-273 TALK (8255)
AVAILABLE 24 HOURS A 

DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK.
When callers press "1" they 
are immediately connected 
with a qualified and caring 
provider.

NATIONAL CALL CENTER 
FOR HOMELESS VETS,

assists homeless veterans, at-risk 
veterans, their families and other 
interested parties with linkages to 
appropriate VA and community-
based resources, 24 HOURS A DAY, 
7 DAYS A WEEK,

1-877-4AID VET
(1-877-424-3838)

LEGAL HOTLINE FOR ILLINOIS VETS
855-452-3526

for more info go to iejf.org

IMPORTANT - VETERAN INFORMATION
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WHEELCHAIRS, WALKERS & CRUTCHES
Post 80 lends out wheel chairs, walkers and crutches to anyone 
that may need them. For more information, call Rich Jones at  
630-964-2434. 
Anyone who has borrowed a wheelchair, walker, or crutches 
and no longer needs them, please return them to Post 80 so 
they may be available for other veterans.

AMAZON WILL DONATE 0.5% TO THE AMERICAN 
LEGION AUXILIARY FOUNDATION INC. WHENEVER 

YOU SHOP ON AMAZON THROUGH THE 
AMAZONSMILE LINK!

YOU JUST LOG INTO YOUR AMAZON ACCOUNT 
THROUGH THE LINK ON THE AUXILIARY WEBSITE:

https://www.alaforveterans.org/Amazon-Smile/
JUST FOLLOW THE STEPS ON THE WEBSITE WHEN YOU 

ARE READY TO SHOP!

DD 214 REQUESTS
If you are in need of your DD 214 go to the following website:
www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records
Then go to Start your Military Service Record (DD Form 214) Request and follow the 
prompts and fill in the required information. It also has you print a signature sheet that you 
have to mail to them. When they receive the signature paper, they will send you an email 
confirming that they received it. Then in about 10 days, you’ll receive 2 certified copies of 
your DD 214 and copies of your discharge orders.
It’s really easy and it only costs you the price of a postage stamp and an envelope.
Your Service Officer.

IMPORTANT - VETERAN INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL ONLINE RESOURCES:
va.org • legion.org • suicidepreventionlifeline.org
For anyone having difficulties with the VA, President Trump has 

established a White House HOTLINE that is staffed 24/7: 855.948.2311

For a list of benefits Exclusively for ILLINOIS VETERANS, go to
https://www.legion.org/veteransbenefits/illinois



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURDSAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31 ELIGIBILITY DATES
WORLD WAR I - APRIL 6, 1917 - NOVEMBER 11, 1918

WORLD WAR II - DECEMBER 7, 1941 to present for any veteran with an 
Honorable Discharge.

NOTE: This calendar can change 
without notice

SEE www.post80.org/
calendar

FOR MORE DETAILS

Coffee Donuts 
& Conversation

8:30 am

Auxiliary 
Meeting 
7:00 pm

Coffee Donuts 
& Conversation

8:30 am

Coffee Donuts 
& Conversation

8:30 am

Board of 
Directors 
Meeting
7:30 pm

Business 
Meeting 
 7:30 pm

Coffee Donuts 
& Conversation

8:30 am

January 2021 HAPPY NEW 
YEAR!

MARTIN LUTHER 
KING JR. DAY

Law Enforcement
Appreciation Day

INAUGURATION DAY

Coffee Donuts 
& Conversation

8:30 am


