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Commander’s Column

First of all, I do not predict weather, for tomorrow or next week so when I made
a comment on a mild winter in the January newsletter, I noted we would probably
pay the price — and we did. Now it is May and some snow still falling into mid-
April slowing progress planting here in the upper Midwest. We were recently in
central Texas and Spring is on the way — corn was about a foot tall and calves were
everywhere we looked. The renewal has sprung.

We are happy to report most of our members have been vaccinated through the
VA system plus the normal civilian channels. Due to the widespread vaccination
program and the lowering of age eligibility, we pray we shall approach “herd
immunity” sooner than later. It has been a long, ever changing path with all
the warnings but we hope all Americans can benefit from our advanced medical
technology and weather this storm as we have so many before.

The Post has been a hive of activity for many of our members. Planning has
moved forward for the re-opening of Bingo on Tuesday nights — please keep an eye
on the website: Post80.org. Ed and Jon Ludwig keep the calendar updated in a
manner few can match.

Bob Hahn and Harry McCabe have been the driving force behind preparing
Bingo with detailed planning to offer our staff (fantastically dedicated members of
the Post and Auxiliary) updated features and streamlined check-in and handling.
Our Post and Auxiliary members will be contacted regarding testing and trial runs
to ease our transition back to Tuesday night Bingo. We have had many new and
present members of the Post and Auxiliary step up to fill the shoes of 42-year Bingo
caller Dick Bernardini. Dick reluctantly stepped back a few years ago from his
familiar voice calling the Bingo action. Dick’s wife Jane recently passed away and
was another very active member of the Auxiliary and supported the Post for many
years as well.

We also must report that another longtime Bingo caller and American Legion
pillar Jack Border has passed away. Jack served as Commander, Junior and Senior
Vice Commander of both our Post as well as District 11 and almost every position
in the Legion Riders as well as 40 + 8. He lost his beloved Norma in 2019 and now
joins her. Jack and Norma are sorely missed.

It is a sad but necessary duty to report on our beloved members who have
reported to the Supreme Commander in heaven.

Our preliminary staffing includes: Our “Set-up / Welcome” Team is pulling
together and our reliable supporters such as Dick, Guy, Bill and Rich. The check-in
station will be served by Mary Ann, Lew, Tom, Joe, and Kevin. Dick Rooney has
pulled together the virus protocols to ably maintain hygienic conditions for both
players and staff. Our cashiers are led by Bonnie, Bill, Jason and John. The raffle
station led by Rich, Doug, Bob, Jim and Emery. The “A” Team will be manned
by Rich, Ed, Dick, Dan, Frank, Rich, Doug, Mike, Bill and Jim. The callers will
include Augie, Bill and Kevin. The Pull Tab crew will include Howard, Dan, Frank,
Dick, Mike, Rick, Rich and Jim. The Pay-out, Call-back and banking station will
be supported by John, Howard, Rick, John, Carmen and Dan. The Marketing/Media

3 Commander's Column continued on page 5...
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Commander's Column continued from page 3...

area will be handled by Harry, Lew, Jimmy, Ed, Dave, Rick and John. The kitchen
will be ably crewed by the Auxiliary — we thank God for all their support in so many
facets of Legion life. Nothing is totally carved in stone but our members in both the
American Legion and Auxiliary are nothing less than GREAT! Please join us for the
fun of supporting our fellow Veterans and their causes.

Our entire leadership staff has been working magnificently through the uproar of
the virus upheaval. We are one of the few sponsoring organizations (hat tip to Todd
+ Ed + Emery + Dave + Howard + Carmen) allowing the Cub and Boy Scouts to
meet. They follow the protocols as directed by the Boy Scout Council and keeping
everyone safe. The Scouts will be maintaining our grounds as the green of Spring
blossoms into Summer. The memories of the icy February will fade as the heat and
humidity of Summer replace them.

Always remember, the United States is the greatest place to live — people do not
flee the freedoms of America, they flee here for lives they can only dream of. Enjoy
the Spring — the renewal of life is the greatest time of year!

May you enjoy Fair Winds and Following Seas,

Bruce Peiffer

[ ]
Are you moving?
We hate to have you miss the next
LEGION-AIRE Newsletter!

CHANGE OF ADDRESS FORM
Please Change My Address

NAME
NEW Address:

City/State/Zip:

Effective Date:

New Phone Number:

Mail this form to:
Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80
Attn: Adjutant
4000 Saratoga Ave.
Downers Grove, IL 60515
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Auxiliary News — MAY 2021

Celebrate Your Pride in Membership to
Grow for the Future

Yippee its May.
Mother’s Day is May 9th and Memorial Day is May 31st.

We had our General Meeting on April 12th. It was nice to see everyone,
and we hope that more of Our members will join us soon.

It is that time again for our election of our new Board Members. Since
we were unable to have election last year, it is important that we election
this year for our next year Board. We discussed which office will be open.

We are planning on having our General Meeting on April 12that 7:00 pm.
After discussion it was determine that the Secretary and Sergeant at Arms
office is what will need to be filled. Kim Cruz will coordinator the Nominating
Committee. If you are interested in an Office, please let her know. Every
Office is open for the election. If you are interested in one, please fill free
to throw you hat into the ring. Once we have candidates, | will send out an
email/mailing of the nominees.

Here is a synopsis of the duties of the Officers

= Duties of the Unit President: It shall be the duty of the President to preside at all
meetings of the Unit and the UnitExecutive Committee, to enforce strict observance
of the Constitution and Bylaws; to appoint all officers not otherwiseprovided for, to
appoint all committees (the member first named to serve as chairman.

= Duties of the Unit Vice Presidents: It shall be the duty of the Vice President(s) to
assist the President in the adminis-trative affairs of the Unit.

= Duties of the Unit Secretary: It shall be the duty of the Secretary to record the
proceedings and transactions of all meetings of the Unit; to act as custodian of all
books, papers and records; to keep a recordof names and addresses of themembers,
showing the source of their eligibility.

= Duties of the Unit Treasurer: It shall be the duty of the Treasurer to receive all
money belonging to the Unit; disburse the same on regularly drawn order; keep a
true and accurate account of all monies received and disbursed.

5 Auxiliary News continued on page 6...



A\ == MAY 2021

Auxiliary News continued from page 5...

= Duties of the Unit Chaplain: It shall be the duty of the Chaplain to conduct the
devotional services of all ceremonies and meetings, and perform other duties
pertaining to member office.

= Duties of the Unit Sergeant-at-Arms: It shall be the duty of the Sergeant-at-Arms
to preserve order at the meetings of the Unit, to be in charge of the property of the
Unit, to receive and introduce visitors, and to perform such other duties as shall be
required of member by the President.

Itis time for our annual Poppy Program. We like to Thank everyone that has helped
us with our continued support last year. We will be starting to collect for this year in
May. We are still not sure if we will be allowed to have collection at different locations
because of COVID, but we are hoping we will know soon. BUT we will still collect for our
Poppy Board. Kim and | are working a new theme for the Auxiliary Board and it should
be done soon. If you have any idea let us know; it will still be $5.00 per name of Veteran
or active Military person. Look for the sign up form in the Newsletter. The money we
collect from Poppies goes directly to the Veterans, Active Military, and their families.

Illini Girls State will be held this year, but it will be a little different. It will be held
Virtually on June 20th thru June 26th. Applicants must currently be in their junior year of
high school or the home school equivalent. We currently have 3 young ladies attending.
If you happen to know someone else who might want to attend, please contact Bev
Parrott. There is a section for Girls State on the Auxiliary Department of lllinois website
(www.ilala.org) if you would like to know more.

It looks like the Legion is trying to start up BINGO soon, so keep your eyes and ears
open for details. They are working through how to run BINGO and stay in compliance
with the COVID restriction. Kim Cruz is looking for any volunteers to help in Kitchen and
at the check in. If you are interested, please contact Kim Cruz. | will send out an email
when we know more.

| hope everyone has a wonderful Mother’s Day and great Memorial Day

The Board is open to any ideas on what you want your Auxiliary Unit to accomplish
next year. We will need to adjust how we work this year due to COVID19, but we want
to continue to support Our Community Veterans, Active Military, and their families the
best we can. So, if you have any ideas please let us know.

Stay Safe and Healthy so we can all get together soon.

Mary Ann Proney
Unit 80 President

Happy Mother’s Day
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| The Poppy Program raises community awareness and respect for our veterans by educating the
public about the symbol of the poppy, taken from a line in the poem “In The Flanders Fields”
written O@ge battlefront during World War 1 by Lt Col. John McCrae, M.D.

In honor of the men and women that have served and sacrificed their lives for our freedom, we will
display an “HONOR BOARD” displaying the Auxiliary version of Flanders Field on the Auxiliary
Bulletin Board at Post 80 to give thanks to them. We look forward to your honored veteran’s name.

All Poppy Day Honor Board donations go directly to the Veterans and their families. During the
month of May through June, the displayed board will honor your loved ones that served.
Make Checks Payable To :

American Legion Auxiliary, Unit 80
Attn: Jean Krupin, Treasurer
6513 Wells St
Downers Grove IL, 60516
Donation of $5 per Name
Thank You for supporting Poppy Day Honor Board
(Please fill out the form below and list the full names & branches of served that your loved ones served)

IN MEMoO] IN MEM(
IN [l RIAM IORIAM
@ INMEMORjaM @ @ IN MEMORIAM @ MEMORAM @ NMEMOR"” @ ® @

Name:

Branch of Service:

(N
a N

Name:

o

Branch of Service:

N /

~J
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NOMINATIONS FOR 2021/2022

The Nominating Committee has developed the following slate of candidates
for offices of Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80 in Downers Grove, Illinois,
which will be placed on file with the Post Adjutant:

Commander Rich Jones

Sr. Vice Commander Bob Hahn

Jr. Vice Commander Howard Parker

Finance Officer Bill Cozzi

Sgt. At Arms Howard Parker

Historian Dave Wisbrock

Chaplain Harry McCabe

Judge Advocate Todd Hanson

Adjutant Bill Dawson (Appointed by the Commander)

Service Officer

Board of Directors — 2 yrs.
Board of Directors — 2 yrs.
Board of Directors — 3 yrs.

Board of Directors — 3 yrs.

Board of Directors — 1 yr.

Board of Directors — 1 yr.

Honorary Post Position
Jr. Past Commander

Rich Jones (Appointed by the Commander)

Ed Ludwig
(previously elected 2019/2020)

Frank Mangone
(previously elected 2019/2020)

John Cruz
(previously elected 2020/2021)

John Pavich
(previously elected 2020/2021)

Emery Wolff
(previously elected 2018/2019)

Dick Rooney
(previously elected 2018/2019)

Bruce Peiffer

In accordance with Post 80’s Constitution, By-Laws & Standing Rules, the
above positions will constitute Post 80’s Board of Directors. Nominations
may be made from the floor of the June Business Meeting. Nominees must
submit written acceptance and proof of eligibility to the Post Adjutant five
(5) days prior to the June Business Meeting.

8
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Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80
The American Legion

Memorial Day

Monday May 31, 2021
Events of the Day

1. Memorial Service & Post Everlasting
8:00 A.M. in front of Post
. Honor Guard Salutes Fallen Veterans
8:30 A.M. to 9:30 A.M. at Area Cemeteries (see below)

The following is the schedule of the area cemeteries
to be visited:

8:30 A.M. St. Bernard’s Cemetery (Hobson Road)
8:45 A.M. West Side Cemetery (Oak Hill)

8:55 A.M. Blodgett Cemetery (Oak Crest)

9:15 A.M. Memorial Park (Maple Ave.)

9:30 A.M. Main Street Cemetery (Downtown)

9:45 A.M. Pierce Downer Cemetery (Linscott Ave.)
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The Garden Club of
Downers Grove will
be having a plant sale,
both indoor and outdoor
plants.

Saturday, May 22, 2021
from 9am - 2pm
at the American Legion Pavilion
4000 Saratoga Ave., Downers Grove

All proceeds go for Garden Club Scholarships.

9 State of Illinois
/ Coronavirus Response

Protecting lives and livelihoods

EVERYONE OVER THE AGE OF 16:

REGISTER for your vaccination TODAY!

If you have already received your vaccination through the VA or
other health care provider, Congratulations! Have you encouraged
your friends and family members to get theirs? Now, ALL Illinoisans
16 years of age and older are eligible for the COVID-19 vaccine.

If you need more information on the vaccines or
to find your nearest vaccination location go to:
https://coronavirus.illinois.gov/s/?mod=article_inline
or call (833) 621-1284 to schedule an appointment near you.
During this health crisis, if you know someone who does not

have a, computer or smart phone, reach out and offer to help them
get more information on the vaccines and how to get vaccinated.

10
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Guida Eldorado

Independent Beauty Consultant

630-567-8253
guidaeldorado@marykay.com
www.marykay.com/guidaeldorado

Enriching Women's Lives™

Steven’s Serving Breakfast,

Lunch, & Dinner

"A Family Business
Where Quality Counts"

2393 63rd Street
\\ Woodridge, IL 60517
Ph 630-810-9812 / Fax 630-353-1767

Your Post 80 “Legion-Aire” is produced and printed by:

ALLEGRA MARKETING - PRINT « MAIL /&
630-963-9100 - www.allegranaperville.com
2200 Ogden Ave., Ste 550, Lisle, IL 60532 ALLEGRA.

MARKETING © PRINT e MAIL

Quality Full Color Printing  Brochures * Newsletters ¢ Promotional Products * Signs, Posters & Banners

11
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Victaria Heenig, D.C., Uc
Dr. Victoria Koenig is a member of the American Legion. She
utilizes chiropractic and acupuncture techniques to help you

live better. She adjusts all ages from infants to the elderly.
The benefits of chiropractic care are tremendous!

e Are you having pain and discomfort due to
arthritic & soft tissue conditions?
¢ Do you have any digestive issues?

e Are you more fatigued lately?

Give us a call so you can live healthier & happier!

Downers Grove Chiropractic Phone: 630-964-7660
5509 Belmont Rd, Suite E Email: vvk1dc@gmail.com
Downers Grove, IL 60515 www.victoriakoenigdc.com

If you wish to place your Business Advertisement in this newsletter, please call for
information. Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80 (630) 968-9710

&k Mure. Clean Gne.

"No Dust Bunny TOO SMALL, No Job TOO BIG!”

Residential & Commercial
Honest and Reliable
Professional Courteous Cleaning

Call Now! Ask For Kim Cell 630-408-2322

Articles and photos for the newsletter must be submitted no later than
the 17th of the month. Please contact Newsletter Editor: Jack Border at
708-971-1438 or email: w.border@comecast.net if you wish to submit something.
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MANUFACTURER AND ERECTOR Mary Ellen

Multiple Options Aluminum Awnings 15418 S. 70 Ct.
Canopies  Patios « Carports Orland Park, IL 60462

Shutters * Retractable Awnings (708) 631-3560
Screen Rooms - Retractable Screens (708) 925-9955

....... N_emEmmmy,

ALWAYS 2 ror {1 PIZZA!
IlIEIiVI!I‘y or l:arry-llut

630-364-6688

440 Ogden Ave. « Downers Grove, IL Culver’s of Downers Grove

2500 Ogden Ave
COMPLETE MENU Downers Grove, IL 60515
Catering & Cook to Order BBQ's (630) 454-940)
Fundraisers & School Lunches

www.skuddlebutts.com
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Ad terfield & Su]]ivan
uneral home

4343 Main Street
Downers Grove, Illinois 60515
630/968-1000
www.adamswinterfieldsullivan.com

Thank You

For The Many Years Of
Service And Dedication To Our
Country and Community.

From Your Neighbor’s
At
Adams-Winterfield & Sullivan
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938 Oyden Avenue
Downers Grove

Camet

Wood

1]

Vinyl

tngineered Wood

gl
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132 South Cass Avenue
Westmont, |L 60559

Office 630.493.9000
Fax 630.493.1180

mlink@unclebubs.com
www.unclebubs.com

4

RESTAURANT & FULL-SERVIGE CATERING

DON'T FORGET
to tell our adverstisers, “I saw your Ad in the Legion-Aire Newsletter,”
and then thank them for their support of Post 80

SICK CALL

The following Veteran is on sick call.
Let’s keep him in our prayers.

JIM ROSENKRANZ

Traditional Martial Arts
£or Toa’Qy s World
CLASSES FOR ADULTS AND
CHILDREN

SPECIAL RATES FOR LEGION
MEMBERS AND FAMILIES

GROUP AND PRIVATE
LESSONS AVAILABLE

R FREE INTRODUCTORY LESSON

CALL JON LUD

2615 Maple Ave.* Downers Grove, IL 60515 + 630.918.9789 * martialway.weebly.com
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Hallowell & James

Funeral Home
o - ~

H(d{mn'} & (ol

FUNERAL HOME
301 75" Street

Compassionate, Professional Service. Trusted for Generations.

j 1025 W. 55th Street
Downers Grove IL 60516 Countryside, IL 60525

630-964-6500 708-352-6500

www.hjfunerals.com

n

Proud to Serve our Veterans and their Families.

Century Post 503 - VFW
5101 Belmont Rd.
Downers Grove, IL. 60515

Visit our website at www.vfw503.org

Monthly Events:
e Canteen open Tuesdays, Thursdays, & Fridays at 3:00 PM

¢ Members meeting, 3 Thursday at 7:00 PM

o Auxiliary meeting, 2" Wednesday at 6:30 PM

¢ Taco Tuesday, 2" Tuesday of the month at 3:00 PM

¢ Hall Rental (Maximum Seating 100 people) see website
e Upcoming events (Calendar ) see website

Please stop by to visit, all veterans welcome
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| gl/t /’L&QZ/ @ Custom WINDOW RENTALS
ey & AWNING L, AVAILABLE

www.sunesta.com

RETRACTABLE PATIO COVER 708-424-3377 Do you have an event

in the near future?

We can accommodate
your Rental Needs.

FREE IN-HOME CONSULTATION,
SALES & SERVICE

Jim LNk Our Banquet Hall,
NO POLES FiELe TEcH Pavilion, and
Gazebo are available
throughout the year!
Vinyl & Wood Windows Storm Doors & Windows We give discounts
Entry Doors Soffit-Fascia-Siding
Leaf Guard Aluminum & Cloth Awnings to members, school
organizations, and
charities.
CUSTOM WINDOW For more
& AWNING CO. information:
630-808-4544
Residential/Commercial or

Caulking - Sun Rooms and Screen Rooms

visit our website:

Phone (708) 424-3377 JIM LINK www.post80.org
Fax (708) 424-3422 Oak Lawn, IL 60453

) baked

breakfast C2: AS FEATURED ON... 2

Q@/ai/m{; é?fzm/é/
and, lunch,

WE PRIDE OURSELVES IN CREATING

HOMEMADE, SIGNATURE DISHES...

the baked apple pancake e frittatas
crepes * old fashioned pancakes
waffles « farm fresh omelettes
benedicts ¢« beef burgers
specialty sandwiches ¢ paninis
huge salads « homemade soups daily

Dire I, - Cartry Out
Daity Speciats

open dally from 6am to 3pm
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Toon Funeral Home
And (Cremation Services
www toonfuneralhome.com

Downers Grove
4920 Main Street
(630) 968-0408

Westmont

109 N. Cass Ave. Serving the community since 1929

(630) 968-2262

Honoring our Veterans

We salute our
veterans. Thank you.

Jennifer Wilken, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
6800 Main Street Suite 100

Downers Grove, IL 60516
630-435-5432

www.edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING Member SIPC

 Laura Passero Trilla
' 630-963-7660

Family Restaurant
Since 1977

BANQUETS & CATERING
Delivery,Dine-In,Carry Out 6396 S Cass Ave

WWW. papapasscros.com

Westmont, IL 60559
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IMPORTANT - VETERAN INFORMATION

DO YOU KNOW A VET IN NEED?

VETERANS AFFAIRS ASSISTANCE

The DuPage Veterans Assistance Commission
421 N. County Farm Road - 2nd FI - Rear of Cafeteria, Wheaton, IL. 60187
Bill Brophy, Admin. Assistant
Bernadette Wawczak, Case Manager/Service Officer
Phone: 630-407-5655  Fax: 630-407-5656
Office Hours: 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. and 1-4 p.m. Monday - Friday
email: dupagevac @dupageco.org

OO
Cook County Department of Veterans Affairs
Bureau of Administration Cook County Government

Audrey Mollo, Administrative Assistant |

Telephone: 312-603-2221 Fax: 312-603-4479

email: Audrey.Mollo@CookCountyll.gov

Veterans.Affairs @ CookCountyll.gov
Website: www.cookcountyil.gov/agency/veterans-aftfairs

VETERANS CRISIS LINE NATIONAL CALL CENTER

1-800-273 TALK (8255) FOR HOMELESS VETS,

AALIBLE 24 mouRs 1 |5 les vt i
DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. ’

interested parties with linkages to
When callers press "1" they £ appropriate VA and community-
are immediately connected £ pased resources, 24 HOURS A DAY,
with a qualified and caring :2 7 D4YS 4 WEEK,

provider 1-877-4AID VET
(1-877-424-3838)

LEGAL HOTLINE FOR ILLINOIS VETS

855-452-3526

for more info go to iejf.org
20
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IMPORTANT - VETERAN INFORMATION

AMAZON WILL DONATE 0.5% TO THE AMERICAN

s':: at A';‘na:i‘l:"s“‘“e LEGION AUXILIARY FOUNDATION INC. WHENEVER
. m':"ake YOU SHOP ON AMAZON THROUGH THE
American Legion AMAZONSMILE LINK!
Auxiliary F°”"d?lt'°“ Inc|  yOU JUST LOG INTO YOUR AMAZON ACCOUNT
b, it THROUGH THE LINK ON THE AUXILIARY WEBSITE:

https://www.alaforveterans.org/Amazon-Smile/

JUST FOLLOW THE STEPS ON THE WEBSITE WHEN YOU
ARE READY TO SHOP!

For a list of benefits Exclusively for ILLINOIS VETERANS, go to
@‘ https://www.legion.org/veteransbenefits/illinois

DD 214 REQUESTS

If you are in need of your DD 214 go to the following website:
www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records
Then go to Start your Military Service Record (DD Form 214) Request and follow the

prompts and fill in the required information. It also has you print a signature sheet that you
have to mail to them. When they receive the signature paper, they will send you an email
confirming that they received it. Then in about 10 days, you’ll receive 2 certified copies of
your DD 214 and copies of your discharge orders.

It’s really easy and it only costs you the price of a postage stamp and an envelope.

Your Service Officer.

L T T T T AT T TR T

WHEELCHAIRS WALKERS & CRUTCHES

Post 80 lends out wheel chairs, walkers and crutches to anyone
that may need them. For more information, call Rich Jones at
630-964-2434.

Anyone who has borrowed a wheelchair, walker, or crutches
and no longer needs them, please return them to Post 80 so

5 they may be available for other veterans.
[ e e T e

ADDITIONAL ONLINE RESOURCES:
va.org ® legion.org ® suicidepreventionlifeline.org

RO =
TEEEERRE TR e

For anyone having difficulties with the VA, there is a
White House HOTLINE that is staffed 24/7: 855.948.2311

21
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WHY ARE WE CELEBRATING ARMED FORCES DAY?*

By Dr. Richard Hines, Program Director, History and Military History at American Military University

The third Saturday of May is Armed Forces Day to honor the men and women who have valiantly
served the United States. This day is also intended to educate the public on the various roles of the military
and how each branch of the service accomplishes the task of keeping our nation safe.

Armed Forces Day came into existence on August 31, 1949, when Secretary of Defense Louis Johnson
announced that this single day would replace the individual celebrations for the Army, Navy, and Air Force.
The Marine Corps League still celebrates Marine Corps Day, as well as Armed Forces Day.

Following the American Revolution, the citizens of this nation, because of their former relationship
with Britain, feared a standing army. As a result, the United States continued to maintain a minimal force
depending instead on an “army of potential,” the thinking being that we would raise an effective fighting
force during times of need. Out of this grew a policy of a “navy second to none,” that could stop our
enemies at mid-ocean. Ironically, both Kaiser Wilhelm and Adolph Hitler believed they could achieve their
goals before the United States could effectively mobilize.

Up through World War II, the U.S. depended on the Secretary of War and the War Department, but the
Cold War changed the focus to national defense. The need for national defense in the nuclear age created
an interservice competition that hindered adequate defense planning. This competition revolved around
funding, organization, and strategy.

Recognizing the need to develop a single strategy, the Army submitted a plan that would grant
autonomy to the Air Force, and a defense staff headed by a single military officer to be supervised by a
defense secretary. This officer and the defense secretary would be responsible for determining roles for
each branch and the preparation of annual budgets.

Army planners believed that the Soviet Union did not have a global navy, and therefore the Navy should
relinquish their role as the first line of defense. Reading between the lines, Admiral James V. Forrestal
realized this would put an end to land-based naval air, no nuclear weapons for the Navy, and a reduction
and change in role for the Marine Corps. Forrestal asserted that interservice rivalry did not present as much
as problem as did a lack of coordination at the level of the executive branch.

For the next two years, the two coalitions debated the best way to coordinate a defensive strategy for
the nation. With the Cold War intensifying, President Harry S. Truman and Congress legislated the National
Security Act of 1947. This act inaugurated the National Military Establishment, and created the Central
Intelligence Agency, the National Security Council, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and the United States Air Force.
The National Military Establishment officially began on September 18, 1947.

Just two days earlier, the Senate confirmed James Forrestal as the first Secretary of Defense. Initially,
the Secretary of Defense did not have much in the way of power, but in 1949, an amendment to the
National Security Act strengthened the role of the secretary and created a Department of Defense instead
of the National Military Establishment.

Essentially, Forrestal had won. He had managed to save naval air and the Marine Corps, but the
Cold War and the need for national defense would mean that the new Air Force would gain increased
significance. To meet the challenge, and much to the chagrin of Truman and Forrestal, the proposed budget
for the Air Force skyrocketed. Forrestal gathered the JCS together, but could never reach consensus. As a
result, he resigned as the secretary of defense.

In March 1949, a former army officer and assistant secretary of war, Louis Johnson, became the new
secretary of defense. Just five months later, Johnson announced the creation of Armed Forces Day. With
the U.S. military under a centralized department, it only made sense that the various services should be
honored on a single day.

May 20, 1950, marked the first Armed Forces Day. Themed as “Teamed for Defense,” this day sought
to honor those who served as well as increase public awareness of the role the military plays overseas and
at home. This coming Saturday, May 16, 2015, is a time to honor our fallen heroes and those still serving
here and abroad. We will be forever grateful for what you do for all of us. May we, as a nation, never take
that service for granted.

“Abridged from: https://amuedge.com/the-history-of-armed-forces-day-why-are-we-celebrating/
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* PAST COMMANDERS 5
DINNER

SAT UR DAY, MAY 18T H

...is the Past Commanders Dinner which is open to one and all Legion,
Augxiliary, and other family members. It is the one chance to pay honor to the
past commanders who are alive and those whose voices have been stilled.

The Social Hour.................. 5PM - 6PM
Dinner.......cccceeeveveeeennene 6PM
Program will follow dinner

We are asking $8/per person for the dinner. Past Commanders and their
spouses are free.

Please come and join us, by returning the lower part of this notice so that we
can minimize waste and off set the cost of food.

Yes, I am coming to Past Commanders Dinner

Name

How many in your party?

Mail back to: American Legion Post 80
Attn: Rich McLaren

4000 Saratoga Ave
th Downers Grove, IL 60515 ]
SSRNG, DU, 3 o Spring is finally here,
... [ think ... Maybe
Hopefu[}y.q
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May is: , 1
1 i 4 / * offee Donuts
BINGO HAS BEEN /VMall;l?a,Z’f/l ; /7‘ V k. z . 8. &CCi(T)'nv:e)rsati:)n
Appreciation ff”\,L B A 8:30 am
CANCELLED S Month___ I | . ! i
until further notice. Business Coffee Donuts

& Conversation

PLEASE c H Ec K l;lgzt::i National Day of 8:30 am

Prayer VE Day
www.post80.org/calendar [o 10 i 2 3 14 i5
CDC - 8:30 am
for regular updates Auziliary Past
Meeting Commanders
7:00 pm Military Spouse Dinner Spm
Appreciation Day| Armed Forces Day
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
™ g%
*%?ﬂ@* Coffee Donuts
e “‘»; & Conversation
‘% ot 2 8:30 am
Day!.
i 2Ll
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
B.oar d of Coffee Donuts
Directors & Conversation
Meeting 8:30 am
7:30 pm
o 30 31
NOTE: This calendar can change orial ELIGIBILITY DATES
without notice e Day WORLD WAR - APRIL 6, 1917 - NOVEMBER 11, 1918
SEE WWW.postS0.0rg/ WORLD WAR II - DECEMBER 7, 1941 to present for any veteran with an
calendar Honorable Discharge.

FOR MORE DETAILS




