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Commander’s Column

Commander's Column continued on page 5...

Welcome to February 2021 – a change of administration lies ahead and all we 
can do is hope the new President succeeds for the American people and continue 
the defeat of the Corona-Wuhan virus and re-kindle our economy.  We have been 
weathering the whirlwind and looking for brighter days ahead.  We have followed 
the health directions of the CDC and State of Illinois Health Department in hopes 
we can minimize the spread of the virus – lets hope it is functioning as directed.  
We are a free people who one hopes will take responsibility to protect yourself and 
others.  Common sense hygiene will help us battle the virus – but also the flu, colds 
and other illnesses – please practice safe hygiene!   

One item of great importance to all Veterans is to understand you are eligible 
to be vaccinated against the virus – please call and make an appointment @ 
708/202-7000 (Hines).  Please take advantage of your status and avail yourself of 
this protection.  Your VA is working to serve you and please protect yourself, your 
family and community.  Several members have already been vaccinated at Hines, 
please protect yourself – we need each other.

So far the Winter has been relatively mild, but I just hope I did not jinx us.  It is 
so heartening to see our Saturday morning Coffee, Donuts and Conversation group 
solve the problems of Downers Grove, Illinois, the United States and the World.  
Please join us – one never knows what will be discussed, but it is fun.  

The DuPage Traffic Court has terminated their use of our facility and we are 
in process of working through this situation.  Our House and Grounds Committee 
has been following through this change.  We also had filing cabinets and office 
equipment donated to the Post and we are in process of replacing some well-
worn cabinets, chairs and other items.  The office of Medassist of Illinois donated 
the equipment (owned by Vietnam Veteran Dennis Streelman) and we are very 
grateful.  I as Commander am most thankful for our volunteer members who 
dutifully donate their time and skills to improve our Post in so many ways.  We are 
so fortunate to have such dedicated, thoughtful members and family members – 
Post 80 really is a unique slice of America.

As we emerge from the Winter of 2020-21, please smile and realize Spring is 
approaching next month.  We will have more snow, ice, frigid temperatures and 
windy storms to endure but warmer, longer days of sunlight lie ahead.  Always 
remember that these long gray days are just hiding the sunlight that is just hidden 
by clouds.  Please stay positive.  Our scientists and pharmaceutical companies are 
defeating the China-origin virus that is plaguing the world and we shall emerge a 
stronger country.  We do not invite these horrible illnesses on anyone, but when 
they do appear, we need to eliminate them from the face of the earth.  

America is an exceptional country comprised of truly fantastic people.  Take a 
few minutes and think of our great fortune to be born and blessed to be Americans.  
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Please Change My Address

NAME_______________________________________________

NEW Address:_ ______________________________________

City/State/Zip:________________________________________

Effective Date:_ _______________________________________

New Phone Number:____________________________________
Mail this form to:

Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80
Attn: Adjutant

4000 Saratoga Ave.
Downers Grove, IL 60515

Commander's Column continued from page 3...

Where else in the world can a young man be born in a log cabin, teach himself 
to read, learn the law, become a prominent attorney in rural Illinois and become 
President of the United States.  Multiply Abe Lincoln’s adversities, how he 
struggled to overcome them and ultimately held the Union together.  

Our Veterans have served a grateful nation by preserving the freedoms billions 
around the world can only dream about.  The service of preserving freedom is 
priceless, let us always respect and deeply thank those who have given their lives, 
damaged bodies and sacrifice for millions of Americans who breathe the pure air 
of liberty.

1776 until today, relatively short in geologic time; but think of how far 
our country has evolved.  From a primitive land without roads to a continental 
power launching humans in rockets to the Moon, Mars and beyond.  America is 
remarkable as are its people.  On the long gray days of Winter, pause and recall 
how truly blessed we are as people – free to travel to any state, city or location 
without identification.  

Semper Fi, Bruce Peiffer     
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Celebrate Your Pride in Membership to 
Grow for the Future

Auxiliary News – FEBRUARY 2021

Auxiliary News continued on page 6...

Welcome to February
Still down south enjoying the unusually chilly weather but Hay it is not 20 degrees.  

I guess I will suffer with 50 to 60 degrees   
The restrictions by State Health Department are still in effect.  I am sorry to say but 

I feel that the February 8th General Meeting will be cancelled.  I do want everyone to 
know that if you have something you want the Unit to be aware of or address, please 
let any Board Member know.  Also think about what we could do once we get together 
again, maybe we can do something special.  We can always do a conference call if we 
need to address anything.  I am hoping that we will start getting together again in March.  

The recent Auxiliary National newsletter told us about the revamp National Website. 
Encase you missed the article here is the info.  Check it out and let them know what you 
think.  I did notice when I went on it, I had to create a new password.

 
A u x i l i a r y  N e w s  –  F e b r u a r y  2 0 2 1  

" C e l e b r a t e  Y o u r  P r i d e  i n  
M e m b e r s h i p  t o  G r o w  f o r  t h e  

F u t u r e . ”  
 

Welcome to February 
 
Still down south enjoying the unusually chilly weather but Hay it is not 20 degrees.  I guess I will suffer with 50 
to 60 degrees    
 
The restrictions by State Health Department are still in effect.  I am sorry to say but I feel that the February 8th General 
Meeting will be cancelled.  I do want everyone to know that if you have something you want the Unit to be aware of or 
address, please let any Board Member know.  Also think about what we could do once we get together again, maybe we 
can do something special.  We can always do a conference call if we need to address anything.  I am hoping that we will 
start getting together again in March.   
 
The recent Auxiliary National newsletter told us about the revamp National Website. Encase you missed the 
article here is the info.  Check it out and let them know what you think.  I did notice when I went on it, I had to 
create a new password. 
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Auxiliary News continued from page 5...

Since everyone loves Nascar Like I do (tee hee), The Legion is sponsoring a car this 
year, Now I have a new car to cheer on:

Since everyone loves Nascar Like I do (tee hee), The Legion is sponsoring a car this year, Now I have a new car 
to cheer on 
 

   
 
We also received a message from the ALA Past National President Sharon Conatser on what the Auxiliary 
Emergency Fund means to her and how the fund helps Our Military family.  If you have not listened to it, check 
it out.  I will save the email; just encase you would like to hear let me know and I will forward it to you  
 
If you have not renewal your Auxiliary membership, please do so.  The renewal fee will still be $24.00.  You 
can pay your dues electronically on the American Legion Auxiliary Department of Illinois’s Website: http:// 
www.ilala.org or bring it to Our General Meeting.  
 
Remember BINGO has been cancelled until the health agencies deem it is safe for group events.  I will let you 
as soon as I know via email.  If you do not have email, please continue to check on the Legion website for 
BINGO updates.  The Legion website is www.post80.org.  If you would like to help in the kitchen or tickets, 
please Kim Cruz- 630-408-2322.  We will have some new rules and protective glass to use when we open to 
help keep everyone safe. 
 
We are still collecting for Our Poppy Honor Board. We have Our Own Flanders Field on the Auxiliary bulletin 
board.  See the article in the Newsletter. Think about who you would like to honor by placing their name on the 
Board.  We have had several people contribute and Kim and I have put their names up on Our Poppy Field.  
Please see the article in this newsletter to fill out who you would like to see on the on Our Own Flanders Field  
 
The Board is open to any ideas on what you want your Auxiliary Unit to accomplish next year.  We will need to 
adjust how we work this year due to COVID19, but we want to continue to support Our Community Veterans, 
Active Military, and their families the best we can.   So, if you have any ideas please let us know. 
 
Hope to see everyone soon.  Stay Safe and Healthy so we can all get together soon.   
 
Happy Valentine’s Day 
Mary Ann Proney 
Unit 80 President 

We also received a message from the ALA Past National President Sharon Conatser 
on what the Auxiliary Emergency Fund means to her and how the fund helps Our Military 
family.  If you have not listened to it, check it out.  I will save the email; just encase you 
would like to hear let me know and I will forward it to you 

If you have not renewal your Auxiliary membership, please do so.  The renewal fee 
will still be $24.00.  You can pay your dues electronically on the American Legion Auxiliary 
Department of Illinois’s Website: http:// www.ilala.org or bring it to Our General Meeting. 

Remember BINGO has been cancelled until the health agencies deem it is safe for 
group events.  I will let you as soon as I know via email.  If you do not have email, please 
continue to check on the Legion website for BINGO updates.  The Legion website is 
www.post80.org.  If you would like to help in the kitchen or tickets, please Kim Cruz- 
630-408-2322.  We will have some new rules and protective glass to use when we open 
to help keep everyone safe.

We are still collecting for Our Poppy Honor Board. We have Our Own Flanders 
Field on the Auxiliary bulletin board.  See the article in the Newsletter. Think about 
who you would like to honor by placing their name on the Board.  We have had several 
people contribute and Kim and I have put their names up on Our Poppy Field.  Please 
see the article in this newsletter to fill out who you would like to see on the on Our Own 
Flanders Field 

The Board is open to any ideas on what you want your Auxiliary Unit to accomplish 
next year.  We will need to adjust how we work this year due to COVID19, but we want 
to continue to support Our Community Veterans, Active Military, and their families the 
best we can.   So, if you have any ideas please let us know.

Hope to see everyone soon.  Stay Safe and Healthy so we can all get together soon.  
Happy Valentine’s Day 

	 Mary Ann Proney 
	 Unit 80 President
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Poppy Day Honor Board
$5.00 per Name

The Poppy Program raises community awareness and respect for our veterans by educating 
the public about the symbol of the poppy, taken from a line in the poem “In The Flanders 
Fields” written on the battlefront during World War 1 by Lt Col. John McCrae, M.D.

In honor of the men and women that have served and sacrificed their lives for our freedom, 
we will display an “HONOR BOARD” displaying the Auxiliary version of Flanders Field on 
the Auxiliary Bulletin Board at Post 80 to give thanks to them. We look forward to your 
honored veteran’s name.

All Poppy Day Honor Board donations go directly to the Veterans and their families. During 
the month of July through September, the displayed board will honor your loved ones that 
served.

Make Checks Payable To :
American Legion Auxiliary, Unit 80

Attn: Jean Krupin, Treasurer
6513 Wells St

Downers Grove IL, 60516
Donation of $5 per Name

Thank You for supporting Poppy Day Honor Board
The Honor Board will be displayed on Unit 80 Auxiliary’ s

Bulletion board in Post entrance hall.
Please fill out the form below and list the full names & branches of service that your loved ones served.

Name:________________________________________________________________

Branch of Service: __________________________________________________

Name:________________________________________________________________

Branch of Service: __________________________________________________
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" Celebrate Your Pride 
in Membership to Grow for 

the Future ”

American Legion 
Auxiliary

Department of Illinois
2020 - 2021 

Theme

It is time to Renew your American Legion Auxiliary Unit 80 
Membership.

Unit 80 has decided NOT to increase your dues . So your dues 
is still $24.00.

Please renew your membership and remember to come and 
Join your fellow Members at any Legion or Auxiliary event 

or Our General Meeting beginning September 14 at 7:00pm. 
Look in the Legion – Aire Newsletter for events .  Bonnie

Wisbrock will be sending renewal letters out shortly.  

You can pay your dues electronically on the American Legion 
Auxiliary Department of Illinois’s Website : http://

www.ilala.org.  Bonnie Wisbrock/Membership Chairperson

The Herb & Mary Morrison Veterans 
Memorial Scholarship for 2021

This is the 44th year of our memorial college scholarship 
program. Eligible participants  are  children  and  grandchildren 
of Post members who will be entering or continuing their 
college education, Fall 2021. Applicants must be less than 23 
years of age. For applications, see our Post 80 Bulletin Board, 
go online http://www.post80.org/forms.html, or contact Todd 
Hanson at 630-968-9710.
Scholarship forms must be received by April 15, 2021 to be eligible.

Mail Scholarship Entry Forms to:
Todd Hanson c/o Post Adjutant
c/o American Legion Post 80,

4000 Saratoga Ave.
Downers Grove, IL 60515
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Serving Breakfast, 
Lunch, & Dinner

"A Family Business 
Where Quality Counts"

2393 63rd Street
Woodridge, IL 60517

Ph 630-810-9812 / Fax 630-353-1767

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -

Guida Eldorado
Independent Beauty Consultant

630-567-8253
guidaeldorado@marykay.com
www.marykay.com/guidaeldorado

Enriching Women's Lives™

Quality Full Color Printing • Brochures • Newsletters • Promotional Products • Signs, Posters & Banners

ALLEGRA MARKETING • PRINT • MAIL
630-963-9100  •  www.allegranaperville.com

2200 Ogden Ave., Ste 550, Lisle, IL 60532

Your Post 80 “Legion-Aire” is produced and printed by:

SICK CALL
The following Veterans are on sick call.

Let’s keep them in our prayers.

BILL COZZI
BILL DAWSON
JACK BORDER
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Articles and photos for the newsletter must be submitted no later than 
the 17th of the month. Please contact Newsletter Editor: Jack Border at  
708-971-1438 or email: w.border@comcast.net if you wish to submit something. 

If you wish to place your Business Advertisement in this newsletter, please call for 
information. Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80 (630) 968-9710

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -
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25% 
Off for Veterans

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -
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- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -



A M E R I C A N  L E G I O N  N E W S 	

13

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -
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DON'T FORGET
to tell our adverstisers, “I saw your Ad in the 
Legion-Aire Newsletter,” and then thank them 

for their support of Post 80

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -
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301 75th Street 
Downers Grove, IL 60516 

630-964-6500

1025 W. 55th Street 
Countryside, IL 60525 

708-352-6500
www.hjfunerals.com

Proud to Serve our Veterans and their Families.

Compassionate, Professional Service. Trusted for Generations.

Monthly Events: 

Century Post 503 - VFW 
5101 Belmont Rd. 
Downers Grove, IL. 60515 

Visit our website at www.vfw503.org 

Please stop by to visit, all veterans welcome 

• Canteen open Tuesdays, Thursdays, & Fridays at 3:00 PM
• Members meeting, 3rd Thursday at 7:00 PM
• Auxiliary meeting, 2nd Wednesday at 6:30 PM
• Taco Tuesday, 2nd Tuesday of the month at 3:00 PM
• Hall Rental (Maximum Seating 100 people) see website
• Upcoming events (Calendar ) see website

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -
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708-424-3377

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -
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- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -

3.5” x 2.5” | Maximum Font Size: 30 pt

We salute our
veterans. Thank you.

Jennifer Wilken, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

6800 Main Street Suite 100
Downers Grove, IL 60516
630-435-5432
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC
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DO YOU KNOW A VET IN NEED?
VETERANS AFFAIRS ASSISTANCE

The DuPage Veterans Assistance Commission
421 N. County Farm Road - 2nd Fl - Rear of Cafeteria, Wheaton, IL 60187

  Bill Brophy, Admin. Assistant
  Bernadette Wawczak, Case Manager/Service Officer
  Phone: 630-407-5655      Fax: 630-407-5656
  Office Hours: 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. and 1-4 p.m. Monday - Friday
  email: dupagevac@dupageco.org 

Cook County Department of Veterans Affairs
Bureau of Administration Cook County Government

Audrey Mollo, Administrative Assistant I
Telephone: 312-603-2221   Fax: 312-603-4479
email: Audrey.Mollo@CookCountyIl.gov
	  Veterans.Affairs@CookCountyIl.gov
Website: www.cookcountyil.gov/agency/veterans-affairs

VETERANS CRISIS LINE 

1-800-273 TALK (8255)
AVAILABLE 24 HOURS A 

DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK.
When callers press "1" they 
are immediately connected 
with a qualified and caring 
provider.

NATIONAL CALL CENTER 
FOR HOMELESS VETS,

assists homeless veterans, at-risk 
veterans, their families and other 
interested parties with linkages to 
appropriate VA and community-
based resources, 24 HOURS A DAY, 
7 DAYS A WEEK,

1-877-4AID VET
(1-877-424-3838)

LEGAL HOTLINE FOR ILLINOIS VETS
855-452-3526

for more info go to iejf.org

IMPORTANT - VETERAN INFORMATION
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WHEELCHAIRS, WALKERS & CRUTCHES
Post 80 lends out wheel chairs, walkers and crutches to anyone 
that may need them. For more information, call Rich Jones at  
630-964-2434. 
Anyone who has borrowed a wheelchair, walker, or crutches 
and no longer needs them, please return them to Post 80 so 
they may be available for other veterans.

AMAZON WILL DONATE 0.5% TO THE AMERICAN 
LEGION AUXILIARY FOUNDATION INC. WHENEVER 

YOU SHOP ON AMAZON THROUGH THE 
AMAZONSMILE LINK!

YOU JUST LOG INTO YOUR AMAZON ACCOUNT 
THROUGH THE LINK ON THE AUXILIARY WEBSITE:

https://www.alaforveterans.org/Amazon-Smile/
JUST FOLLOW THE STEPS ON THE WEBSITE WHEN YOU 

ARE READY TO SHOP!

DD 214 REQUESTS
If you are in need of your DD 214 go to the following website:
www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records
Then go to Start your Military Service Record (DD Form 214) Request and follow the 
prompts and fill in the required information. It also has you print a signature sheet that you 
have to mail to them. When they receive the signature paper, they will send you an email 
confirming that they received it. Then in about 10 days, you’ll receive 2 certified copies of 
your DD 214 and copies of your discharge orders.
It’s really easy and it only costs you the price of a postage stamp and an envelope.
Your Service Officer.

IMPORTANT - VETERAN INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL ONLINE RESOURCES:
va.org • legion.org • suicidepreventionlifeline.org

For anyone having difficulties with the VA, there is a 
White House HOTLINE that is staffed 24/7: 855.948.2311

For a list of benefits Exclusively for ILLINOIS VETERANS, go to
https://www.legion.org/veteransbenefits/illinois



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURDSAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28

ELIGIBILITY DATES
WORLD WAR I - APRIL 6, 1917 - NOVEMBER 11, 1918

WORLD WAR II - DECEMBER 7, 1941 to present for any veteran with an 
Honorable Discharge.

NOTE: This calendar can change 
without notice

SEE www.post80.org/
calendar

FOR MORE DETAILS

Coffee Donuts 
& Conversation

8:30 am

Auxiliary 
Meeting 
7:00 pm

Coffee Donuts 
& Conversation

8:30 am

Coffee Donuts 
& Conversation

8:30 am

Board of 
Directors 
Meeting
7:30 pm

Business 
Meeting 
 7:30 pm

Coffee Donuts 
& Conversation

8:30 am

February 2021

Lincoln’s Birthday

PRESIDENTS DAYVALENTINE'S DAY

USO Birthday

Coast Guard 
Reserves Birthday

SUPER 
BOWL

LIV

Four Chaplains Day

MARDI GRAS ASH WEDNESDAY

GROUNDHOG DAY


