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Commander’s Column

Commander's Column continued on page 5...

Spring has sprung in a big way at Post 80!  Temperatures are warming, the 
trees are leafing, flowers growing, bees buzzing (and producing honey) and 
the Post looking great.  Many of our members contribute to keeping both the 
buildings and grounds looking great (thank you House & Grounds Committee 
and its members).  Lately we have had a booster shot from Kurt Blakemore, 
owner of Dripline, Certified Arborist.  Last Fall, Kurt and his crew cleaned up 
what was an eyesore that had been building near our burn area.  With the Flag 
Retirements and campfires, the Scouts held in the pit area; the piles have been 
steadily shrinking.

Kurt’s crew has trimmed one of the Honey Locust trees near Saratoga and 
looks much healthier.  They also removed the mulberry trees and other invasive 
species along Saratoga and looks great.  They will assist us where possible.  
Kurt’s father was a Navy veteran from WWII and his assistance is invaluable 
both from an aesthetic and financial standpoint.  If you see him or his crew, 
please thank them.  The Boys Scouts have also been maintaining the grounds and 
looking great.  Please thank them as well along with our Scouting Coordinator 
Todd Hanson who brings a great deal of time and energy to ensuring the boys 
and parents are informed and satisfied.  Plus the Troop is growing and active as 
the bees in the hives – great job Shawn, Rich and supporters!  

Our Honor Guard has also done great representing the Post and our 
membership at the Burr Ridge Armed Forces Day celebration as well as special 
events and holidays.  Headed by John Cruz with Rich Jones, Rick McLaren, Bob 
Hahn and Jim Sotirakos:  they make us proud – thank you gentlemen!

The Memorial Day service is planned and being held on 31 MAY – at Post 
80.  The Village postponed the parade again this year due to concerns regarding 
the virus and we are praying 2022 will allow us to return to our normal holiday 
schedules and observances.  We will serve breakfast at the Post beginning at 
0630 hours – courtesy of Jon Silkaitis (Eagle Scout, Troop 80 and Cubmaster 
Pack 80).  We will stop serving at 0730 as the Post Everlasting ceremony will 
start promptly at 0800.  After the ceremony we will honor our fallen at the local 
cemeteries, leaving the Post approximately 0830.

We are also making tremendous progress on re-starting BINGO thanks to 
many Post and Ladies Auxiliary volunteers – spearheaded by Bob Hahn and 
assistance from Harry, Rich, Ed, Rick, John, Dick, Howard, John, Dave, Bonnie, 
Mary Ann, Augie, Cliff, Jim, Dan, Lew, Joe, Guy, Carmen, Emery, Mike, Rich, 
Guy, Tom, Jason, Kim, Bill, Bill and many more.  The game packages have been 
streamlined and many new volunteers will be assisting.  We are planning the 
launch for 08 JUNE – we hope – cannot guarantee the date yet but many people 
are putting in many hours working towards a successful restart!  Please tune in 
to our Website and emails for the latest updates. 
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Please Change My Address

NAME ______________________________________________

NEW Address: ______________________________________

City/State/Zip: _______________________________________

Effective Date: _______________________________________

New Phone Number: ___________________________________
Mail this form to:

Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80
Attn: Adjutant

4000 Saratoga Ave.
Downers Grove, IL 60515

Commander's Column continued from page 3...

Rick McLaren hosted a wonderful Past Commander’s Dinner on Saturday 
15 MAY and were joined by some of our never to be forgotten Past Commanders 
including Emery Wolff, Dick Bernardini, Dave Wisbrock, Dick Rooney, Ed 
Ludwig, Todd Hanson and Rick McLaren.

We have a Flag Retirement scheduled for Flag Day, Monday 14 JUNE 
starting at 1900 hours.  This is the honorable and somber manner to destroy dirty 
and worn flags in a respectful ceremony.  The Scouts from Troop 80 take the lead 
and often Scouts from other Troops and Packs join us as well.  Please attend if 
possible.

On a less positive note, the Village cancelled the 4th of July Parade for the 
second consecutive year as well, again due to the virus concerns.  Please check 
our website and your emails for a “blast” as the Board of Directors looks for 
alternate opportunities.  We do our best to provide opportunities for friendship 
and fellowship for our members and their families.

Please contact us if you would wish to be active with any of the upcoming 
events and activities.  Many hands make less work for all…

Semper Fi,
Bruce Peiffer
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Celebrate Your Pride in Membership to 
Grow for the Future

Auxiliary News – JUNE 2021

Auxiliary News continued on page 6...

Summertime is Here. 
We had Our General Meeting on April 10th. 
Kim Cruz announced the Nomination for our Officers for the year 

2021 to 2022. 
President Mary Ann Proney 
Vice President Bonnie Wisbrock 
Treasurer Jean Krupin 
Chaplain Joey Klingbiel 
Sergeant at Arms Julie Isenberger 

A Motion was made and seconded. The Vote was called for and 
approved. Congratulations to the new Board. We look forward to a new 
year and hopefully it will be exciting and fun. Remember your Board is 
always looking for ideas and help with the ideas to serve Our Veterans, 
Active Military, and their families. 

The 2nd Division Convention will be held on June 6th at the Rockton 
Walter Graham, Post 332 221 W Main St, Rockton, IL 61072 Lunch will 
$10.00 at 11:30 am and meeting will be at 1;00 pm. If you are interested 
in going, please let me know right away and I can forward you the flyer. 
I am not sure if anyone is going currently. I just got the invite in the mail. 

June is the last General meeting for the summer. We will start our 
General Meetings up again in September on September 13th. We wanted 
to celebrate our friendship and our work during the year. This year has 
been different for everyone, so we thought we will end out year with 
something different. We are going to have our June General Meeting at 
the Stevens Restaurant 6393 63rd St, Woodridge, IL (just east of I355 on 
63rd St) at 6:30 pm. We will have a short meeting and then a dinner. I do 
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Auxiliary News continued from page 5...

need to know who will be attending, so please give me a call if you are 
planning to attend. Mary Ann Proney on 630-969-5122 or email proney@
sbcglobal.net. Hope to see you there 

Our Bring Your Own Dinner was a hit last summer, so if it every stays 
warm, we might start it up again. If we do, I will send out an email about 
it. 

It is time for our annual Poppy Fundraising Program. We are still not 
able to collect at the various locations we have done in the past, but 
we will still have our Poppy board and will try to collect at Bingo every 
Tuesday. So if you attending Bingo maybe you can take a few minutes and 
get a Poppy Can and walk through the hall to collect for our Veterans. 
Remember you will need to wear a mask while you are walking around. 
Kim and I will have the board done shortly. It will be $5.00 per name of 
Veteran or active Military person. There is Sign up Flyer in the Newsletter. 
The money we collect from Poppies goes directly to the Veterans, Active 
Military, and their families. 

We are sad that 2 of Students have dropped out of the Virtual Illini 
Girls State program being will be held this year. They had scheduling 
conflicts and are unable to attend. We wish them well on their next 
adventures.

It looks like the Legion is starting up BINGO on June 8th. There are 
changes and Covid restrictions that will be followed. Keeping look on the 
Legion Website for detail. We will be working the Kitchen. Kim Cruz is 
looking for any volunteers to help in Kitchen and at the check in. If you 
are interested, please contact Kim Cruz. I will send out an email when we 
know more. 

I hope everyone has a wonderful Father’s Day, June 20th. 
Stay Safe and Healthy so we can all get together soon.

Mary Ann Proney 
Unit 80 President
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The Poppy Program raises community awareness and respect for our veterans by educating the 
public about the symbol of the poppy, taken from a line in the poem “In The Flanders Fields”
written on the battlefront during World War 1 by Lt Col. John McCrae, M.D.

In honor of the men and women that have served and sacrificed their lives for our freedom, we will 
display an “HONOR BOARD” displaying the Auxiliary version of Flanders Field on the Auxiliary 
Bulletin Board at Post 80 to give thanks to them. We look forward to your honored veteran’s name.

All Poppy Day Honor Board donations go directly to the Veterans and their families. During the 
month of May through June, the displayed board will honor your loved ones that served.

Make Checks Payable To :
American Legion Auxiliary, Unit 80

Attn: Jean Krupin, Treasurer
6513 Wells St

Downers Grove IL, 60516
Donation of $5 per Name   

Thank You for supporting Poppy Day Honor Board
(Please fill out the form below and list the full names & branches of served that your loved ones served)

Name:_____________________________________________________________

Branch of Service:_______________________________________________

Name:_____________________________________________________________

Branch of Service:_______________________________________________
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NOMINATIONS FOR 2021/2022
The Nominating Committee has developed the following slate of candidates 
for offices of Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80 in Downers Grove, Illinois, 
which will be placed on file with the Post Adjutant:

Commander Rich Jones
Sr. Vice Commander Bob Hahn
Jr. Vice Commander Howard Parker
Finance Officer Bill Cozzi
Sgt. At Arms Howard Parker
Historian Dave Wisbrock
Chaplain Harry McCabe
Judge Advocate Todd Hanson
Adjutant Bill Dawson (Appointed by the Commander)
Service Officer Rich Jones (Appointed by the Commander)
Board of Directors – 2 yrs. Ed Ludwig 
 (previously elected 2019/2020)
Board of Directors – 2 yrs. Frank Mangone
 (previously elected 2019/2020)
Board of Directors – 3 yrs.  John Cruz 
 (previously elected 2020/2021)
Board of Directors – 3 yrs.  John Pavich 
 (previously elected 2020/2021) 
Board of Directors – 1 yr.  Emery Wolff
 (previously elected 2018/2019)
Board of Directors – 1 yr. Dick Rooney
 (previously elected 2018/2019)
 

Honorary Post Position
Jr. Past Commander Bruce Peiffer

In accordance with Post 80’s Constitution, By-Laws & Standing Rules, the 
above positions will constitute Post 80’s Board of Directors.  Nominations 
may be made from the floor of the June Business Meeting.  Nominees must 
submit written acceptance and proof of eligibility to the Post Adjutant five 
(5) days prior to the June Business Meeting.
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FLAG 
RETIREMENT
CEREMONY

Monday, June 14th
7:00 pm (1900 Hours)

Please join us for an outdoor ceremony at 
7:00 p.m. in which the 

Boy Scouts are assisting in the disposal of 
old and worn flags.

JUNE 14

JUNE 23

Happy Birthday

JUNE 12

Women Veterans 
Day
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EVERYONE AGE 12 AND UP:

REGISTER for your 
vaccination TODAY!

If you have already received your vaccination through the VA or 
other health care provider, Congratulations! Have you encouraged 
your friends and family members to get theirs?  Now, ALL Illinoisans 
12 years of age and older are eligible for the COVID-19 vaccine.

If you need more information on the vaccines or 
to find your nearest vaccination location go to: 

https://coronavirus.illinois.gov/s/?mod=article_inline 
or call (833) 621-1284 to schedule an appointment near you.

During this health crisis, if you know someone who does not 
have a computer or smart phone, reach out  and offer to help them 
get more information on the vaccines and how to get vaccinated.

IN MEMORIAM
These Legionnaires Have Gone To The

Commander of Us All. 

MIKE ORRICO
U.S. Air Force Korea War Veteran

American Legion member - 10 years

EMMETT HEALEY
U.S. Army Korea War Veteran

American Legion member - 34 years

Rest Well, Our Friends.

 What did the Baby Corn say to the Mama Corn? ...Where's POPPOPcorn?!!

 What do dads like to eat for breakfast on Father's Day? ....POPPOP-tarts!

 What did the ferret do with his dad on Father's Day? 
      ...played POPPOP goes the weasel.

 What's the last thing the balloon said to his dad on Father's Day? ....POPPOP!
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Serving Breakfast, 
Lunch, & Dinner

"A Family Business 
Where Quality Counts"

2393 63rd Street
Woodridge, IL 60517

Ph 630-810-9812 / Fax 630-353-1767

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -

Guida Eldorado
Independent Beauty Consultant

630-567-8253
guidaeldorado@marykay.com
www.marykay.com/guidaeldorado

Enriching Women's Lives™

Quality Full Color Printing • Brochures • Newsletters • Promotional Products • Signs, Posters & Banners

ALLEGRA MARKETING • PRINT • MAIL
630-963-9100  •  www.allegranaperville.com

2200 Ogden Ave., Ste 550, Lisle, IL 60532

Your Post 80 “Legion-Aire” is produced and printed by:

SICK CALL
The following Veterans are on sick call.

Let’s keep them in our prayers.

KIM DINUZZO
MIKE MASCHEK
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Articles and photos for the newsletter must be submitted 
no later than the 17th of the month.

Please contact Bruce Peiffer: agnlbp@gmail.com. 

If you wish to place your Business Advertisement in this newsletter, please call for 
information. Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80 (630) 968-9710

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -
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25% 
Off for Veterans

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -
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- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -
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- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -
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DON'T FORGET
to tell our adverstisers, “I saw your Ad in the Legion-Aire Newsletter,” 

and then thank them for their support of Post 80

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -
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301 75th Street 
Downers Grove, IL 60516 

630-964-6500

1025 W. 55th Street 
Countryside, IL 60525 

708-352-6500
www.hjfunerals.com

Proud to Serve our Veterans and their Families.

Compassionate, Professional Service. Trusted for Generations.

Monthly Events: 

Century Post 503 - VFW 
5101 Belmont Rd. 
Downers Grove, IL. 60515 

Visit our website at www.vfw503.org 

Please stop by to visit, all veterans welcome 

• Canteen open Tuesdays, Thursdays, & Fridays at 3:00 PM
• Members meeting, 3rd Thursday at 7:00 PM
• Auxiliary meeting, 2nd Wednesday at 6:30 PM
• Taco Tuesday, 2nd Tuesday of the month at 3:00 PM
• Hall Rental (Maximum Seating 100 people) see website
• Upcoming events (Calendar ) see website

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -
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708-424-3377

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -



A M E R I C A N  L E G I O N  N E W S  

19

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -

3.5” x 2.5” | Maximum Font Size: 30 pt

We salute our
veterans. Thank you.

Jennifer Wilken, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

6800 Main Street Suite 100
Downers Grove, IL 60516
630-435-5432
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC
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DO YOU KNOW A VET IN NEED?
VETERANS AFFAIRS ASSISTANCE

The DuPage Veterans Assistance Commission
421 N. County Farm Road - 2nd Fl - Rear of Cafeteria, Wheaton, IL 60187

  Bill Brophy, Admin. Assistant
  Bernadette Wawczak, Case Manager/Service Officer
  Phone: 630-407-5655      Fax: 630-407-5656
  Office Hours: 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. and 1-4 p.m. Monday - Friday
  email: dupagevac@dupageco.org 

Cook County Department of Veterans Affairs
Bureau of Administration Cook County Government

Audrey Mollo, Administrative Assistant I
Telephone: 312-603-2221   Fax: 312-603-4479
email: Audrey.Mollo@CookCountyIl.gov
  Veterans.Affairs@CookCountyIl.gov
Website: www.cookcountyil.gov/agency/veterans-affairs

VETERANS CRISIS LINE 

1-800-273 TALK (8255)
AVAILABLE 24 HOURS A 

DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK.
When callers press "1" they 
are immediately connected 
with a qualified and caring 
provider.

NATIONAL CALL CENTER 
FOR HOMELESS VETS,

assists homeless veterans, at-risk 
veterans, their families and other 
interested parties with linkages to 
appropriate VA and community-
based resources, 24 HOURS A DAY, 
7 DAYS A WEEK,

1-877-4AID VET
(1-877-424-3838)

LEGAL HOTLINE FOR ILLINOIS VETS
855-452-3526

for more info go to iejf.org

IMPORTANT - VETERAN INFORMATION
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WHEELCHAIRS, WALKERS & CRUTCHES
Post 80 lends out wheel chairs, walkers and crutches to anyone 
that may need them. For more information, call Rich Jones at  
630-964-2434. 
Anyone who has borrowed a wheelchair, walker, or crutches 
and no longer needs them, please return them to Post 80 so 
they may be available for other veterans.

AMAZON WILL DONATE 0.5% TO THE AMERICAN 
LEGION AUXILIARY FOUNDATION INC. WHENEVER 

YOU SHOP ON AMAZON THROUGH THE 
AMAZONSMILE LINK!

YOU JUST LOG INTO YOUR AMAZON ACCOUNT 
THROUGH THE LINK ON THE AUXILIARY WEBSITE:

https://www.alaforveterans.org/Amazon-Smile/
JUST FOLLOW THE STEPS ON THE WEBSITE WHEN YOU 

ARE READY TO SHOP!

DD 214 REQUESTS
If you are in need of your DD 214 go to the following website:
www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records
Then go to Start your Military Service Record (DD Form 214) Request and follow the 
prompts and fill in the required information. It also has you print a signature sheet that you 
have to mail to them. When they receive the signature paper, they will send you an email 
confirming that they received it. Then in about 10 days, you’ll receive 2 certified copies of 
your DD 214 and copies of your discharge orders.
It’s really easy and it only costs you the price of a postage stamp and an envelope.
Your Service Officer.

IMPORTANT - VETERAN INFORMATION

ADDITIONAL ONLINE RESOURCES:
va.org • legion.org • suicidepreventionlifeline.org

For anyone having difficulties with the VA, there is a 
White House HOTLINE that is staffed 24/7: 855.948.2311

For a list of benefits Exclusively for ILLINOIS VETERANS, go to
https://www.legion.org/veteransbenefits/illinois
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First American Flag History
http://historicphiladelphia.org/betsy-ross-house/flag/

While there is no doubt that the real Betsy Ross was worthy 
of interest in her own right, it is the legend of Betsy sewing 
the first stars and stripes that has made her an unforgettable 
historical figure.

The Betsy Ross story was brought to public attention in 
1870 by her grandson, William Canby, in a speech he made 

to the Historical Society of Pennsylvania. Canby and other members of Betsy's family signed sworn 
affidavits stating that they heard the story of the making of the first flag from Betsy's own mouth.

According to the oral history, in 1776, three men - George Washington, Robert Morris, and 
George Ross, visited Betsy Ross in her upholstery shop. She escorted them to her parlor, where they 
could have a private meeting. Here, Washington showed Betsy a sketch of a flag with thirteen red and 
white stripes and thirteen six-pointed stars.

Washington asked if Betsy could make a flag from the design. Betsy responded: "I do not know, 
but I will try."

This line was used in the sworn statements of many of Betsy's family members, suggesting that 
it is a direct quote from Betsy.

As the story goes, Betsy suggested changing the stars to five points rather than six. She showed 
them how to do it with just one snip of her scissors. They all agreed to change the design to have 
stars with five points.

Despite the absence of written records to prove the story, there are several reasons why historians 
believe it could be so:

George Ross, a member of the Flag committee, was the uncle of Betsy's late husband, John. This 
could be one reason why Betsy was chosen to make the first flag. Another uncle-in-law, George Read, 
was a delegate from Delaware and a member of the Marine Committee with Robert Morris. Since 
making the flag was an act of treason, it is significant that these men would know of her allegiance 
to the Revolutionary cause.

Betsy and John Ross made bed hangings for George Washington in 1774, so Washington would 
have been familiar with her and the quality of her work.

It was common for upholsterers to take up other forms of work during wartime. They were no 
longer getting their regular upholstery work, so many upholsterers made money by making tents, 
uniforms, and flags for the soldiers.

On May 29, 1777, Betsy Ross was paid a large sum of money from the Pennsylvania State Navy 
Board for making flags, and on June 14, 1777, Congress adopted the Stars and Stripes as our official 
national flag.

Betsy would continue to make flags for over 50 years, many of which were through government 
contracts. Many receipts exist for her work in the first two decades of the 19th century. For example, 
in 1811, Betsy made over 50 garrison flags for the U.S. Arsenal on the Schuylkill River.

In the 18th century, flags were not revered as they are today. The flag had not yet become a 
symbol of liberty or patriotism; it was more frequently regarded as a military tool like a tent or a 
uniform. Betsy Ross told her children and grandchildren the legendary story not because she had made 
the first flag, which was probably somewhat insignificant in her mind, but because General George 
Washington, a great man who would later become the first President of the United States, visited her 
home and asked her to make something for him.

Whether you choose to believe Betsy Ross made the first flag, there is no doubt that she was a 
prominent early American flag maker who stitched flags for the federal government for over 50 years.

http://historicphiladelphia.org/betsy-ross-house/flag/
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There will be a pinning ceremony for D.S. era Veterans, but all veterans and 
non-veterans are invited to attend.  This will be in Plainfield at AllenForce’s 
building.  AllenForce is sponsoring this. The pinning ceremony is free.
     After the ceremony, there will be food and drinks at Garage Band Brewing, 
on the next street over.  It will cost $15 to enter.
     Contact Steve at 630-407-5655 if you have any questions. 



Tai Chi
7:30-9:30 am

Coffee Donuts 
& Conversation

8:30 am

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURDSAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30

ELIGIBILITY DATES
WORLD WAR I - APRIL 6, 1917 - NOVEMBER 11, 1918

WORLD WAR II - DECEMBER 7, 1941 to present for any veteran with an 
Honorable Discharge.

Auxiliary 
Meeting 
7:00 pm

Business 
Meeting 
 7:30 pm

June 2021

Board of 
Directors 
Meeting
7:30 pm

JUNE 22ND
Kitchen: Jean Krupin & Donna Rosenkranz
Tickets: Men

JUNE 29TH
Kitchen: Kim Cruz& Julie Isenberger

HALF PRICE 
BINGO
 6:45 pm

Doors & Bar 
Open 4:00 pm

BINGO
 6:45 pm

Doors & Bar 
Open 4:00 pm

BINGO 
IS 

BACK!!!

INVITE YOUR FRIENDS TO 
COME TO PLAY BINGO!
We'd love to have you join us!

Anniversary of 
D-Day

U.S. Army Birthday
FLAG DAY 

PTSD 
Awareness Day

Women Veterans 
Day

Coast Guard 
Auxiliary Birthday

71st Anniversary 
of the start of the 

Korean War
First Day of 

Summer

Tai Chi
7:30-9:30 am

Coffee Donuts 
& Conversation

8:30 am

Tai Chi
7:30-9:30 am

Coffee Donuts 
& Conversation

8:30 am

Tai Chi
7:30-9:30 am

CDC
8:30 am

We are looking forward to 
welcoming you back to BINGO 

again starting JUNE 22*

*We are a little 'rusty', so please check 
www.post80.or/calendar for any  

last minute changes.


