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I read an article in the Tribune almost two weeks ago that touched 
me deeply. It was about U.S.A.F. Lt. Col. Laura Regan the only forensic 
anthropologist in the military. Her job is Director of Operations at the 
Rockville, Maryland, Armed Forces Medical Examiner Facility. The 
Colonel also assists the Port Mortuary, Dover Air Force Base, Delaware.  
She literally lays hands on the fallen soldiers from Iraq and Afghanistan. 
The Colonel is one of the last to touch the remains to provide the families 
the truth of what had happened, and cares deeply for her fellow servicemen 
and women.

 More times than not, the deceased was killed by an improvised 
explosive device than a bullet. She will go through extrodinary means to 
positively identify the deceased by finger prints, DNA,  tissue analysis, 
and observation. The facility has the lastest labratory equipment and CT 
scanner at her disposal. This officer is one very dedicated woman who is 
on duty 24/7. No matter what time of the day the plane arrives or what day 
of the week the Colonel is there to receive the bodies.

The military has gone to this measure to give the famlies of the fallen 
the closure that they want and need since 2004. Unlike in wars past the 
Military   wants to be absolutely certain that the remains are who they 
are supposed to be. Suprisingly, these famlies want the hard truth of how 
their loved one died. The Colonel personally talks to each family of every 
fallen soldier to provide the answers.

An additional sidebar to this story is the Ritual Staff at the Dover Air 
Force Base. This is a group of servicemen and servicewomen from all 
branches of the military, who drill everyday and are on call 24/7 to escort 
the remains off the plane to awaiting vehicle to be taken to the mortuary. 
At the mortuary are other dedicated men and women who care and prepare 
the fallen soldiers for burial. They have at their disposal uniforms from all 
branches of service, insignias for rank, units and the proper medals. Many 
of these service men and women are posthumuosly decorated.

The next time you see on the news the coffin coming off the plane at 
some local airport and being escorted to the waiting hearse, that soldier, 
sailor, and airman has been cared for with respect. And the families can 
rest assured that is their loved one.
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Saturday, August 6th will be our first poker event for the coming fiscal 
year. We will be going with three shifts since the the games will start at 
1:00 PM and going to 1:00AM.

Our Ritual Team won’t be available for Sunday, August, 14th because 
they are delegates meeting for the National Convention. Therefore we 
will have the Officers’ Installation on Friday, August, 19th. Cocktails at 
6:00PM and dinner at 7:00PM. The installation will follow afterwards. 

Rich Greenwald, Commander



It always is an honor to represent our Auxiliary in the 4th of July 
Parade in Downers Grove.  Thanks to Carol Cermak, Jerry Diddia and 
Rose Policky for their participation.

Pegi Castle, Kathy Pleet an myself attended the Department 
Convention held July 13-15 in Peoria.  The purpose of the convention is 
to elect officers for the ensuing year and delegates and alternates for the 
National Convention, to amend the Department Bylaws, to receive reports 
of Department Officers and Committees, and to transact other business as 
may be brought before it.  We did all that. Pegi was one of the instructors 
at Leadership training, which Cathy and I attended.  We are proud of Pegi 
Castle, she won a Department award for best leadership report from a unit.   

Past President, Pam Ray’s special project was Honor Flight.  I am 
happy to say that it was reported that money is not a problem.  But, now 
we need to find and sign up World War Two Veterans.  If you know a 
WW2 Veteran, have them sign up for Honor Flight.

Veteran, Tammy Duckworth, paid us a surprise visit and announced 
that she was going to run for Congress.  And State Controller, Judy Barr 
Topinka, talked about our state’s budget crisis and assured us that Veterans 
were her priority.

Friday, August 5, the Post will be collecting for Gifts for Yanks.  If 
you have time to help, contact Commander Richard Greenwald for more 
information and locations.

Installation is on Friday, August 19.  Since our theme for the year 
is “HATS OFF TO OUR VETERANS”, decorate and wear a hat.  Best 
decorated hat wins a prize.



UPCOMING EVENTS





Your time supports the Legion Family
Contact Rich Greenwald (630) 960-5898

if interested.







We specialize in the latest men’s hairstyles,
with a cutting edge in men’s business cuts,

flat tops and the taper look.

5155 Washington St.
Downers Grove, IL
630.241.8550
Tues-Fri: 9-6   Sat: 8-3
Evening Hours By Appointment




















