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As we get deeper into the winter, we have several 

important dates to remember. On December 
10th, we have the Army-Navy game.  The local 
USNA Parents Club will meet and inviting all Post 
80 members to join them to celebrate one of the 
oldest rivalries in college football.  Kickoff at 1400 
hours.  The bar will be open.

On December 4th we will have the annual 
Children’s Christmas party. Augie has planned a 
truly wonderful event that will engage and entertain 
the whole family.

We continue to welcome new members into 
the Post. If you see someone you do not recognize, 
introduce yourself and make them feel welcome.  
We have an abundance of terrific members and 
spouses along with a great facility -encouraging 
others as we have a deep history with outstanding 
traditions.

One of the most important functions of the Post 
is to support other veterans. If you have any ideas 
concerning things we can to help other veterans or 
to become involved in the community, let us know. 
Every idea will be evaluated thoroughly.

We also held  our semi-annual flag retirement 
last month along with the great effort of Troop 80 
members and leaders.  Our new flag box was full 
plus the storage box west of the garage was packed 
and is a great service to the community.  The Scouts 
and leaders (along with Post 80 and Auxiliary 
members) provide the manpower to respectfully 
destroy the used and tattered flags.

With Christmas approaching, please plan on 
attending our annual Christmas Party on Saturday 
17 December .  Doors open at 1830 hours.  Please 
see our ad further into the newsletter.The New Year 
is also quickly approaching.  May everyone have a 
blessed Christmas and the happiest of New Years.

Howard

American Legion Post 80
U.S. Military Veterans

Proudly Serving Downers Grove

AMERICAN POST 80 SERVES 
AREA YOUTHS AND SCHOOLS

The Third Pillar of Service for the 
American Legion is Youth. This includes 
the following and more:
• Boy Scout Troop 80 and Cub Scout Pack 80

• Boys’ State Leadership Programs

• Downers Grove Youth Baseball - 4 teams

• Educational scholarships

• Junior ROTC sponsorship

• Oratorical contests

• Youth summer leadership camps

Contact:  Rich Jones, Post 80 Service Officer
Phone:  630-370-2434

Email:  modeltfixer@att.net

American Legion Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80
4000 Saratoga Ave., Downers Grove, IL 60515

www.post80.org

Post Adjutant: 630-968-9710
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A Soldier’s Christmas
(Christmas Military Poem)

The embers glowed softly, and in their dim light, 
I gazed round the room and I cherished the sight. 

My wife was asleep, her head on my chest, 
my daughter beside me, angelic in rest.

Outside the snow fell, a blanket of white, 
Transforming the yard to a winter delight. 
The sparkling lights in the tree, I believe, 

Completed the magic that was Christmas Eve.
My eyelids were heavy, my breathing was deep, 

Secure and surrounded by love 
I would sleep in perfect contentment, or so it would seem. 

So I slumbered,  perhaps I started to dream.
The sound wasn’t loud, and it wasn’t too near, 
But I opened my eye when it tickled my ear. 

Perhaps just a cough, I didn’t quite know, 
Then the sure sound of footsteps outside in the snow.

My soul gave a tremble, I struggled to hear, 
and I crept to the door just to see who was near. 

Standing out in the cold and the dark of the night, 
A lone figure stood, his face weary and tight. 
A soldier, I puzzled, some twenty years old 
Perhaps a Marine, huddled here in the cold.
Alone in the dark, he looked up and smiled, 

Standing watch over me, and my wife and my child. 
“What are you doing?” I asked without fear 

“Come in this moment, it’s freezing out here!
Put down your pack, brush the snow from your sleeve, 

You should be at home on a cold Christmas Eve!” 
For barely a moment I saw his eyes shift, 

away from the cold and the snow blown in drifts, 
to the window that danced with a warm fire’s light 

then he sighed and he said “Its really all right, 
I’m out here by choice. I’m here every night”
“Its my duty to stand at the front of the line,  

that separates you from the darkest of times. 
No one had to ask or beg or implore me, 

I’m proud to stand here like my fathers before me. 
My Gramps died at ‘Pearl on a day in December,” 

then he sighed, “That’s a Christmas ‘Gram always remembers.” 
My dad stood his watch in the jungles of ‘Nam

And now it is my turn and so, here I am. 
I’ve not seen my own son in more than a while, 

But my wife sends me pictures, he’s sure got her smile. 
Then he bent and he carefully pulled from his bag, 

The red white and blue… an American flag. 
“I can live through the cold and the being alone, 
Away from my family, my house and my home, 

I can stand at my post through the rain and the sleet, 
I can sleep in a foxhole with little to eat, 
I can carry the weight of killing another 

or lay down my life with my sisters and brothers who stand at the front 
against any and all, to insure for all time that this flag will not fall.”

“So go back inside,” he said, “harbor no fright 
Your family is waiting and I’ll be all right.” 

“But isn’t there something I can do, at the least, 
“Give you money,” I asked, “or prepare you a feast? 

It seems all too little for all that you’ve done, 
For being away from your wife and your son.”
Then his eye welled a tear that held no regret, 

“Just tell us you love us, and never forget 
To fight for our rights back at home while we’re gone. 

To stand your own watch, no matter how long. 
For when we come home, either standing or dead, 

to know you remember we fought and we bled is payment enough, 
and with that we will trust. 

That we mattered to you as you mattered to us.
– Michael Marks

Read More: https://www.all-greatquotes.com/a-soldiers-christmas-christmas-military-poem/
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Hello everyone, November was such a busy month for me. I hope all of you had a 
wonderful Thanksgiving with your families. We have a lot to be thankful for with our 
families and able to be active members helping our Veterans. I am also thankful for our 
Auxiliary family and our Veterans of our Post family. 

Our Veterans of Post 80 did a very nice ceremony on Veterans Day. 

Donna and Jean will once again be shopping for the children’s gifts for the Christmas 
party. Just a reminder, the Auxiliary is doing gift wrapping on Dec. 3rd at the Post at 10:00 for the children’s 
Christmas party on Sunday Dec. 4 at 2:00. Please bring a pair of scissors if you are planning to help wrap. 
After the gift wrapping we will be doing Christmas cards for our Veterans. Any Auxiliary member who would 
like to help at the refreshment table please let me know.

Kim, who heads our VA&R committee, Jean Julie and myself went to Manteno Veterans home on 
November 9th and donated snacks. We visited with the Veterans, and the staff made us feel so welcome. We 
made new friends for sure. It’s a nice hour drive. 

In this newsletter look for the personal needs list for Veterans at Manteno. We have a donation date of 
Saturday morning, December 10th at our post. I’m asking all members if they would please donate an item 
or two for our Veterans. 

December 12th at 6:00 will be our pot luck Christmas dinner with our gift exchange Left /Right game 
being read by our own Veteran John Cruz. He does a wonderful job every year. Our gift exchange is a $20.00 
gift if you would like to participate in our game. Our main entrée is going to be lasagna, salad and garlic bread. 
Please bring a dessert to share or your favorite entrée to add whether it be chicken or sausage etc. 

As of this newsletter we will be having some distinguished Auxiliary guests for our Christmas party. 
Division President Linda Fagan and Past President Rosemary Mulligan. We are so happy to have them join us.  

Manteno has asked us to come back this month. We set a date with them for December 16th at 9:30 a.m. 
I would like to extend an invitation to our Veterans here to join us and pay a visit to Manteno. It’s a beautiful 
place and everyone would be so glad you came. 

Our next Auxiliary meeting is January 9th at 7:00 at our Post.. We will be meeting in the museum room. 
It is nice seeing all of you ladies join us at our Christmas time party. We would like to see you at some of our 
Auxiliary meetings. We have important work to do for our organization and taking care of our Veteran men 
and women.  

We have interesting committees to be filled and you can pair up with another member to fill a committee 
and I will give you help along the way. Don’t just be a paying member. We would like you to join us to keep our 
Auxiliary alive. 

Mark your calendar’s for Wednesday, January 18th at 6:30. Officer Dan from the DGPD will be giving a 
slide presentation on scams and fraud. Approximately 45 min. to an hour with time for questions. This is to 
be very interesting. Let’s give officer Dan a big welcome to our Post and fill the hall.

All our Veterans are invited to attend this evening. Help spread the word. Bring a friend or neighbor. This 
is open to our community too. 

I wish everyone a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year to you and yours.!!

Bonnie

630-303-2691

“Help Us Grow to Support Our Heroes”

Auxiliary News – DECEMBER 2022
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DO YOU KNOW A VET IN NEED?
VETERANS AFFAIRS 

ASSISTANCE
The DuPage Veterans Assistance Commission

421 N. County Farm Road - 2nd Fl - Rear of Cafeteria, 
Wheaton, IL 60187

Bill Brophy, Admin. Assistant
Bernadette Wawczak, Case Manager/Service 
Officer
Phone: 630-407-5655   Fax: 630-407-5656
Office Hours: 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. and 
 1-4 p.m. Monday - Friday
 email: dupagevac@dupageco.org 

Cook County Department of Veterans Affairs
Bureau of Administration Cook County 

Government
Audrey Mollo, Administrative Assistant I
Telephone: 312-603-2221  Fax: 312-603-4479
email: Audrey.Mollo@CookCountyIl.gov
  Veterans.Affairs@CookCountyIl.gov
Website: www.cookcountyil.gov/agency/veterans-affairs

VETERANS CRISIS LINE
1-800-273 TALK (8255)

AVAILABLE 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK.
When callers press "1" they are immediately 
connected with a qualified and caring provider.

NATIONAL CALL CENTER FOR
HOMELESS VETS,

assists homeless veterans, at-risk veterans, 
their families and other interested parties with 
linkages to appropriate VA and community-
based resources, 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A 
WEEK,

1-877-4AID VET

LEGAL HOTLINE FOR ILLINOIS VETS
855-452-3526

for more info go to iejf.org

WHEELCHAIRS, WALKERS & 
CRUTCHES

Post 80 lends out wheel chairs, walkers and crutches 
to anyone that may need them. For 
more information, call Rich Jones at  
630-964-2434. 
Anyone who has borrowed a 
wheelchair, walker, or crutches and 
no longer needs them, please return 
them to Post 80 so they may be 

AMAZON WILL DONATE 0.5% 
TO THE AMERICAN LEGION 

AUXILIARY FOUNDATION 
INC. WHENEVER YOU SHOP 
ON AMAZON THROUGH THE 

AMAZONSMILE LINK!

YOU JUST LOG INTO YOUR AMAZON ACCOUNT THROUGH 
THE LINK ON THE AUXILIARY WEBSITE:

https://www.alaforveterans.org/Amazon-Smile/
JUST FOLLOW THE STEPS ON THE WEBSITE 

WHEN YOU ARE READY TO SHOP!

DD 214 REQUESTS
If you are in need of your DD 214 go to the following website:
www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-
records
Then go to Start your Military Service Record (DD Form 214) Request 
and follow the prompts and fill in the required information. It also has 
you print a signature sheet that you have to mail to them. When they 
receive the signature paper, they will send you an email confirming 
that they received it. Then in about 10 days, you’ll receive 2 certified 
copies of your DD 214 and copies of your discharge orders.
It’s really easy and it only costs you the price of a postage stamp and 
an envelope.
Your Service Officer.

ADDITIONAL ONLINE RESOURCES:
va.org • legion.org 

suicidepreventionlifeline.org

For anyone having difficulties with the VA, there is a 
White House HOTLINE that is staffed 24/7: 855.948.2311

For a list of benefits Exclusively for 
ILLINOIS VETERANS, go to

https://www.legion.org/veteransbenefits/illinois

VETERAN INFO PAGE
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If you wish to place your Business Advertisement in this newsletter, please call for 
information. Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80 (630) 968-9710

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -

Serving Breakfast, 
Lunch, & Dinner

"A Family Business 
Where Quality Counts"

2393 63rd Street
Woodridge, IL 60517

Ph 630-810-9812 / Fax 630-353-1767

DON'T FORGET
to tell our adverstisers, “I saw your Ad in the Legion-Aire Newsletter,” 

and then thank them for their support of Post 80

25% 
Off for Veterans

CIVIL AIR PATROL 
(Air Force 
Auxiliary)

December 1

NATIONAL GUARD 
December 13

ARMY
CHAPLAIN ASSISTANT 

December 28

Anniversary of...
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DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING 
INTERESTING TO SHARE?

Articles and photos for the 
newsletter must be submitted 

no later than the 17th of the 
month.

Please contact Bruce Peiffer: 
agnlbp@gmail.com. 

Quality Full Color Printing • Brochures • Newsletters 
Promotional Products • Signs, Posters & Banners

630-963-9100 
www.allegranaperville.com

2200 Ogden Ave., Ste 550, Lisle, IL 60532

Your Post 80 “Legion-Aire” 
is produced and printed by:
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3.5” x 2.5” | Maximum Font Size: 30 pt

We salute our
veterans. Thank you.

Jennifer Wilken, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

6800 Main Street Suite 100
Downers Grove, IL 60516
630-435-5432
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

708-424-3377

RENTALS
AVAILABLE
Do you have an event 

in the near future?
We can accommodate 

your Rental Needs.
Our Banquet Hall, Pavilion, and Gazebo 

are available throughout the year!
We give discounts to members, school 

organizations, and charities.
For more information:
630-808-4544

or visit our website:
www.post80.org
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Guida Eldorado
Independent Beauty Consultant

630-567-8253
guidaeldorado@marykay.com
www.marykay.com/guidaeldorado

Enriching Women's Lives™

301 75th Street 
Downers Grove, IL 60516 

630-964-6500

1025 W. 55th Street 
Countryside, IL 60525 

708-352-6500
www.hjfunerals.com

Proud to Serve our Veterans and their Families.

Compassionate, Professional Service. Trusted for Generations.

Monthly Events: 

Century Post 503 - VFW 
5101 Belmont Rd. 
Downers Grove, IL. 60515 

Visit our website at www.vfw503.org 

Please stop by to visit, all veterans welcome 

• Canteen open Tuesdays, Thursdays, & Fridays at 3:00 PM
• Members meeting, 3rd Thursday at 7:00 PM
• Auxiliary meeting, 2nd Wednesday at 6:30 PM
• Taco Tuesday, 2nd Tuesday of the month at 3:00 PM
• Hall Rental (Maximum Seating 100 people) see website
• Upcoming events (Calendar ) see website

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -
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Season 
 of giving

DONATE BLOOD TODAY!

Blood Centers 

Thursday
December

8
2:30 pm - 7:00 pm

Helpful tip:
Make sure to eat a healthy 
meal and drink plenty of 
water before donating.

PHOTO ID REQUIRED

Call (630) 723-2589 with 
eligibility questions.

VETERANS HELPING VETERANS
DECEMBER BLOOD DRIVE

Sponsored by The American Legion Post 80
in Downers Grove

Location: Legion Hall
 4000 Saratoga Ave.
 Downers Grove

To sign up, scan the QR Code>>>>

or call/text Camille from Versiti at
847-305-9998

Walk-ins Welcome!
 

MANTENO VETERANS HOME
Members’ Personal Needs List

Personal Care
Hair Cream/ Men Kleenex Tissues
Pre- Electric Lotion Cologne for Men & Women- Body 
spray
Electric Razors-Philips Norelco - New Aftershave
Body Wash (Men) Diabetic Socks- Only
Polident Denture - Cream Men’s T-shirts M-4X.L
Efferdent Tablets - Dentures Sweatpants M-4XL
Body Spray Men - Axe
New Velcro Shoes - Size 9-9 1/2 - 10-10 1/2
(call to check what size is needed)
 

Snack Food
Small candy bars (no nuts) Puffed Popcorn/ Regular/Cheese
Individual Packaged Chips Individual Sugar Free Cookies
Cereal Bars- soft Hawaiian Punch - Gallon size
Coffee —Regular & Decaffeinated Packaged crackers/ Cheese/ Peanut 
 butter
Candy Bars-Variety Soda-Regular & Diet
Individual Package Cookies Snack Cakes ( Little Debbie, Hostess)
 

IVHM cannot accept homemade or independently prepared 
refreshments for distribution to our Veterans. Food items brought in 
for a party will have to be purchased through a commercial vendor 

due to Public Health guidelines.

Miscellaneous 
Electric Toothbrushes Wireless- Headphones Sony - TV use
Batteries: AAA, AA, C, D, 9V Postage Stamps- Forever
Small flash lights Greeting Cards (New)
Pocket Talkers-Personal Amplifier Lenses Wipes — cleaning glasses
Phone card- Calling Card- Straight Talk Wireless

Paper Plates - Sturdy - 6”-9” Solo Cups
Forks, Spoons, Knives- Sturdy Plastic Napkins
Zip Lock Baggies -small & large Paper Towels/ Rolls
Coffee Cups with lid disposable Seasonal plates - Holiday/ Birthday
Eight -Ounce Foam Cups
 
Do not donate directly to a Unit or Department. Please bring all items to 
the Volunteer Office located in building S-2. Prescheduled appointments 

are preferred. Office hours open Monday-Friday 8:00-4:30 pm. If you have 
any questions call Volunteer Office at (815) 907-3546 Call prior to see if 

there is any thing current we could use. Thank you

Manteno Veterans Home 
Personal Care Drive

sponsored by the Post 80 Auxiliary

 Saturday, December 10
until 12 noon

The Auxiliary is asking all members to please consider 
donating an item or two for our Veterans.

It Happened on Christmas...
1896: “Stars and Stripes Forever” is Written
John Philip Sousa, who grew up during the Civil War, was a 
talented musician who became a long-time director of the 
U.S. Marine Band. Known as the “March King,” he was a rock 
star of his time, eventually starting his own band in 1892.

On Christmas Day 1896, while crossing the Atlantic on his 
way home from a European vacation, Sousa’s lasting legacy 
came to him. He said the notes for “Stars and Stripes For-
ever” were born out of homesickness and fond memories of 
his time as the Marine Band’s leader.

The iconic song officially became America’s national march 
in 1987.

So this holiday season, while you’re enjoying leave, family, 
friends and feasts, think of some of your fellow troops, past 
and present, who had to forgo their holidays for the greater 
good of the country.  While you’re at it, you might even want 
to put on “Stars and Stripes Forever” in their honor.

For more interesting stories about events that happened 
on Christmas, check out https://www.defense.gov/News/
Feature-Stories/story/Article/1713087/4-major-military-

events-that-happened-on-christmas/
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Post 80

Please bring an
Hors D’oeuvres to share

Legion Bar Prices
50/50
Entertainment by
Another Place & Time
Legion Members & Friends are Invited

$5.00 donation

MERRY MADNESS
Tuesday, DEC. 15, 2022 (5-8 PM)

Downtown Downers Grove
Join us for a festive evening in 

downtown Downers Grove! 
Many of the downtown 

shops and restaurants will be 
participating and there will be 

specials, gift card drawings, 
strolling carolers and more!  

SENIOR CITIZENS 
PET CLINIC

SPAY ILLINOIS PET WELL CLINIC
2765 Maple Ave, Lisle IL

Spay Illinois Pet Well Clinics will offer 30% 
off all veterinary services and treatments at 
their two clinics for all Senior Citizens 62 
years and older throughout December. 
No income verification or county restrictions. 
This special is open to all senior citizens.

Services include pet well visits, check-
ups, vaccines, microchipping, spay/neuter 
surgeries, and more for dogs and cats. 
County rabies tags must be purchased at the 
time of service for all rabies vaccines. County 
tag prices range from $0-$91 (no discount 
available for tags) depending on whether the 
pet is spayed/neutered or intact and whether 
a one-year or three-year rabies vaccine is 
given. Please see our website for more info 
on the services we perform and for pricing- 
www.SpayIllinois.org.

This special discount will be open to pets of 
all Senior Citizens 62 years and older.From 

December 1st thru Dec 31st.

All services are by appointment only. 
For more information or to book an 

appointment, please call 630-961-8000.

Spay Illinois is dedicated to removing the financial 
barriers to quality veterinary care through 

innovative programs focused on education and 
providing affordable veterinary services. To learn 

more, please visit www.SpayIllinois.org.



     

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

december

Board of 
Directors 
Meeting
7:00 pm

BINGO
 6:45 pm

Doors & Bar 
Open

4:00 pm

join us for 
bingo!

BINGO
 6:45 pm

Doors & Bar 
Open

4:00 pm

Auxiliary 
Board Meeting 

6:30 pm

AMERICAN LEGION
ALEXANDER BRADLEY BURNS POST 80
4000 SARATOGA AVENUE
DOWNERS GROVE IL 60515

Please Change My Address

NAME ________________________________________________

NEW Address: _________________________________________

City/State/Zip: _________________________________________

Effective Date: __________________________________________

New Phone Number: _____________________________________

Mail this form to:
Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80

Attn: Adjutant
4000 Saratoga Ave.

Downers Grove, IL 60515

CHRISTMAS EVE

Tai Chi
7:30-9:30 am
CDC 8:30 am

BINGO
 6:45 pm

Doors & Bar 
Open

4:00 pm

DECEMBER 5, 2022 
KITCHEN: KIM CRUZ
 JULIE ISENBERGER
TICKETS: CHRIS GRAVES
COMPUTER: JOE SIMONETTI

DECEMBER 12, 2022 
KITCHEN: JEAN KRUPIN 
 DONNA ROSENKRANZ
 JOYCE WILK
TICKETS: BILL COZZI
COMPUTER: HARRY MCCABE

DECEMBER 19, 2022 
KITCHEN: KIM CRUZ
 TODD HANSON
 JULIE ISENBERGER
TICKETS: BONNIE WISBROCK
COMPUTER: MARY ANN PRONEY

DECEMBER 26, 2022 
KITCHEN: JEAN KRUPIN 
 DONNA ROSENKRANZ
 JOYCE WILK
TICKETS: JASON COCHRAN
COMPUTER: JOE SIMONETTI

PEARL HARBOR 
REMEMBRANCE

BINGO
 6:45 pm

Doors & Bar 
Open

4:00 pm

Business 
Meeting
7:30 pm
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NEW YEAR’S EVE

2022

ARMY CHAPLAIN 
ASSISTANT ANNIVERSARY

Auxiliary 
Meeting

Grab Bag / 
Potluck 
6:00 pm

Auxiliary 
Manteno Visit

Auxiliary 
Tray Favors 

6:00 pm

kids 
christmas 

party
2-5 pm

WINTER BEGINS

Auxiliary 
Manteno drop off 
until  12:00 noon

Tai Chi
7:30-9:30 am
CDC 8:30 am

Auxiliary 
Children’s Gift 

Wrapping  10:00 am

Tai Chi
7:30-9:30 am
CDC 8:30 am
christmas 

party
6:30 pm


