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January has been an eventful month at the 
Post. On the 15th we hosted the Department 
Membership caravan. Over 80 people were there 
to learn what the various parts of the Legion were 
doing to increase membership. Bonnie Wisbrock 
and the rest of the Auxiliary hosted and served 
a veritable feast for the attendees. The meal 
garnered many compliments from the attendees.  
We also received compliments for the Post itself. 
Dave Wisbrock gave guided tours of the Library, 
the history of the Lincoln portrait, and the Enola 
Gay poster. He also set up a 50/50 and a meal 
donation jar. As a result, the Post made money 
on the event.

Bingo continues to thrive. On January 17th 
we were especially shorthanded. A combination 
of sicknesses and absences almost caused us 
to cancel. We were able to pull it off thanks to 
several members stepping up. Joe Simonetti was 
able to come in long enough to train someone to 
check in on the computer. Ed Ludwig sold pull 
tabs, took care of the money, and handled the 
payouts. Augie did all the calling so his helpers 
could be out on the floor. As a result, the night 
was a success.

The Saturday coffee and donuts is always well 
attended. There is always room for other voices 
so plan on attending when you can. You won’t be 
disappointed.

See you at the Post.

Howard

American Legion Post 80
U.S. Military Veterans

Proudly Serving Downers Grove

AMERICAN POST 80 SERVES 
AREA YOUTHS AND SCHOOLS

The Third Pillar of Service for the 
American Legion is Youth. This includes 
the following and more:
•	 Boy Scout Troop 80 and Cub Scout Pack 80

•	 Boys’ State Leadership Programs

•	 Downers Grove Youth Baseball - 4 teams

•	 Educational scholarships

•	 Junior ROTC sponsorship

•	 Oratorical contests

•	 Youth summer leadership camps

Contact:  Rich Jones, Post 80 Service Officer
Phone:  630-370-2434

Email:  modeltfixer@att.net

American Legion Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80
4000 Saratoga Ave., Downers Grove, IL 60515

www.post80.org

Post Adjutant: 630-968-9710
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PHONE: (630) 968-9710
WEB: WWW.POST80.ORG ABBPOST80@GMAIL.COM

TWITTER: AMLEGIONPOST80

COMMANDER..............................................HOWARD PARKER

SR. VICE ..................................................................... BOB HAHN

JR. VICE............................................................... AUGUST SISCO

FINANCE OFFICER.........................................RICK MCLAREN

SGT-AT-ARMS............................................. WILLIAM DAWSON

HISTORIAN.....................................................DAVE WISBROCK

CHAPLAIN ...................................................... HARRY McCABE

JUDGE ADVOCATE........................................... TODD HANSON

ADJUTANT........................................................BRUCE PEIFFER

SERVICE OFFICER.................................................RICH JONES

WEBMASTER.................................................. ED/JON LUDWIG

PRESIDENT................................................BONNIE WISBROCK

VICE PRESIDENT.....................................JULIE ISENBERGER

SECRETARY..........................................................JEAN KRUPIN

TREASURER..............................................MARY ANN PRONEY

CHAPLAIN......................................................JOEY KLINGBIEL

HISTORIAN.................................................................. KIM CRUZ

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS........................................... JOYCE WILK

AUXILIARY SENIOR POPPY 
CONTESTS

for Senior Auxiliary Members Only
Time to create some unique

poppy designs. You can create:

1.	 Poppy Apparel
2.	 A Poppy Hat
3.	 Poppy Holiday Hanging Wreath
4.	 Poppy Corsage
5.	 Poppy Wall Hanging
6.	 Poppy Floral Table Holiday 

Arrangement
7.	 Poppy Floral Table non-holiday 

Arrangement
8.	 Poppy Tray Favors
9.	 Poppy Poem contest

All entries due to Bonnie by June 1.

For more information: Contact Bonnie Wisbrock 
at 630-303-2691 or 

by email at bonitawisbrock@yahoo.com
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Happy Valentines Day Everyone!! 

We had a nice break in January so we are back to work this month.

Our February meeting is the 13th at 6:30. First thing is I want to apologize, Arlene 
Guest was also at our Christmas party. Sorry Arlene.

Department Membership Chair, Angie Mulligan, graciously offered to be our special 
guest at our February meeting. Please attend to meet with her and make her welcome. We need a hostess 
for refreshments. Please let me know who would like to host this meeting.

Important Date: Peotone is hosting the 11th District Gold Star luncheon with 11th District President, Laurel 
Hickman presiding. Anyone wanting to go let me know at our meeting.

We need to put together a Poppy committee this month. Please sign up and thank you in advance. Also, 
Poppy contest if anyone is interested in participating. We have our Poppy Poster contest to advertise in our 
schools. I need some help distributing to the schools. It’s 4th thru 12th grade. I will get a list of schools for us. 
We are looking for a Poppy girl for this year. We need to think about putting together a nominating committee.

Please take note in the newsletter that I put in a request for some prayers for a Department prayer book 
contest.

We can work on our Pocket Flag project at our March meeting.

For future, Patriotic Conference is coming up on March 17, 2023. It is being held in Springfield at the 
Double Tree/Lincoln Hotel.

Our Auxiliary helped the Post host the Caravan on January 15th with a good dinner and our Auxiliary 
ladies providing the desserts and some sides. A total of 65 signed in from the Caravan. 80 seats were filled.

All the speakers were very interesting presenting their message to us. The National SAL Commander 
stopped at our Auxiliary table to say hello and gave us all the 2022/2023 SAL pin. Our ladies present and 
hosting were: Kim Cruz, Julie Isenberger, Jean Krupin, Donna Rosenkranz and myself. It was a pleasure as 
always to visit with our own, Department President Janet, 2nd Division President Linda, and 11th District 
President Laurel and Department Membership Chair Angie Mulligan. 

On Wednesday January 18th, the Auxiliary welcomed DGPD Detective Dan Montanari to our Post. He 
did a talk and slide presentation about Fraud, Scams, and Ruse. He covered Government Impersonator, 
Grandparent, Internet/Account, Ruse Burglary, Robocall/Phone, Sweepstakes/Lottery, Computer Tech 
Support, and Medicare/Health Insurance scams. It was excellent how he presented! So knowledgeable, he 
answered every question we had during and after his presentation. He was so pleasant to speak with. We can 
all be Proud of our Officers/Detectives like him. We can feel safe in our homes and town. We hope to welcome 
him back with many more interesting topics to share. There were 12 of us present: Kim Cruz, Arlene Guest, 
Julie Isenberger, Joey Klingbiel, Jean Krupin, Donna Rosenkranz, Joyce Semenek, Joyce Wilk and John Cruz, 
Cliff Maser, Dave Wisbrock, and myself. 

Thank you to Kim & John Cruz and Dave Wisbrock for all the pictures you have been sending me so I can 
send them to our printer for the newsletter and to Department. 

On a final note, from our Department President Janet quoting Past Dept. President of 2021: “Never regret 
a day in your life: good days give happiness, bad days give experience, worst days give lessons, and the best 
days give memories.” I just love this quote.

Bonnie

630-303-2691

“Help Us Grow to Support Our Heroes”

Auxiliary News – FEBRUARY 2023
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Post 80 hosted many dignitaries of the National, 
Department, Divisions and Posts including 
National Sr. Vice Commander Ken Hylton, 
Department Commander Lomac A. Payton, 
Dept. Adjutant Marty Conatser and Department 
Auxiliary President Janet Bacon among many 
others too numerous to mention. Our Auxiliary 
members did a fantastic job hosting the event that 
puts a spotlight on the need for the working to 
maintain and expand membership to continue our 
strong voice for veterans nationwide.

The Auxiliary invited Detective Dan Montanari of the Downers Grove 
Police Department to give a talk in January on Fraud Prevention. 
It was an incredibly informative evening with 12 members of the 
Auxiliary and guests in attendance.

Detective Dan Montanari

FRAUD PREVENTION TALK

Auxiliary Department President Janet Bacon
National Sr. Vice Commander Ken Hylton

Auxiliary members, Bonnie, Kim, Julie, Donna, Jean

LEGION CARAVAN DINNER
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DO YOU KNOW A VET IN NEED?
VETERANS AFFAIRS 

ASSISTANCE
The DuPage Veterans Assistance Commission

421 N. County Farm Road - 2nd Fl - Rear of Cafeteria, 
Wheaton, IL 60187

Bill Brophy, Admin. Assistant
Bernadette Wawczak, Case Manager/Service 
Officer
Phone: 630-407-5655   Fax: 630-407-5656
Office Hours:	 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. and 
	 1-4 p.m. Monday - Friday
 email: dupagevac@dupageco.org 

Cook County Department of Veterans Affairs
Bureau of Administration Cook County 

Government
Audrey Mollo, Administrative Assistant I
Telephone: 312-603-2221  Fax: 312-603-4479
email: Audrey.Mollo@CookCountyIl.gov
	  Veterans.Affairs@CookCountyIl.gov
Website: www.cookcountyil.gov/agency/veterans-affairs

VETERANS CRISIS LINE
1-800-273 TALK (8255)

AVAILABLE 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK.
When callers press "1" they are immediately 
connected with a qualified and caring provider.

NATIONAL CALL CENTER FOR
HOMELESS VETS,

assists homeless veterans, at-risk veterans, 
their families and other interested parties with 
linkages to appropriate VA and community-
based resources, 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A 
WEEK,

1-877-4AID VET

LEGAL HOTLINE FOR ILLINOIS VETS
855-452-3526

for more info go to iejf.org

WHEELCHAIRS, WALKERS & 
CRUTCHES

Post 80 lends out wheel chairs, walkers and crutches 
to anyone that may need them. For 
more information, call Rich Jones at  
630-964-2434. 
Anyone who has borrowed a 
wheelchair, walker, or crutches and 
no longer needs them, please return 
them to Post 80 so they may be 

AMAZON WILL DONATE 0.5% 
TO THE AMERICAN LEGION 

AUXILIARY FOUNDATION 
INC. WHENEVER YOU SHOP 
ON AMAZON THROUGH THE 

AMAZONSMILE LINK!

YOU JUST LOG INTO YOUR AMAZON ACCOUNT THROUGH 
THE LINK ON THE AUXILIARY WEBSITE:

https://www.alaforveterans.org/Amazon-Smile/
JUST FOLLOW THE STEPS ON THE WEBSITE 

WHEN YOU ARE READY TO SHOP!

DD 214 REQUESTS
If you are in need of your DD 214 go to the following website:
www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-
records
Then go to Start your Military Service Record (DD Form 214) Request 
and follow the prompts and fill in the required information. It also has 
you print a signature sheet that you have to mail to them. When they 
receive the signature paper, they will send you an email confirming 
that they received it. Then in about 10 days, you’ll receive 2 certified 
copies of your DD 214 and copies of your discharge orders.
It’s really easy and it only costs you the price of a postage stamp and 
an envelope.
Your Service Officer.

ADDITIONAL ONLINE RESOURCES:
va.org • legion.org 

suicidepreventionlifeline.org

For anyone having difficulties with the VA, there is a 
White House HOTLINE that is staffed 24/7: 855.948.2311

For a list of benefits Exclusively for 
ILLINOIS VETERANS, go to

https://www.legion.org/veteransbenefits/illinois

VETERAN INFO PAGE
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If you wish to place your Business Advertisement in this newsletter, please call for 
information. Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80 (630) 968-9710

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -

Serving Breakfast, 
Lunch, & Dinner

"A Family Business 
Where Quality Counts"

2393 63rd Street
Woodridge, IL 60517

Ph 630-810-9812 / Fax 630-353-1767

DON'T FORGET
to tell our adverstisers, “I saw your Ad in the Legion-Aire Newsletter,” 

and then thank them for their support of Post 80

25% 
Off for Veterans

FOUR CHAPLAINS DAY 
February 3

FOUR CHAPLAINS SUNDAY 
February 5

PRESIDENTS’ DAY 
February 20

USO 
February 4

ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN 

February 12

U.S. COAST 
GUARD 

February 19

GEORGE 
WASHINGTON 

February 22
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DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING 
INTERESTING TO SHARE?

Articles and photos for the 
newsletter must be submitted 

no later than the 17th of the 
month.

Please contact Bruce Peiffer: 
agnlbp@gmail.com. 

Quality Full Color Printing • Brochures • Newsletters 
Promotional Products • Signs, Posters & Banners

630-963-9100 
www.allegranaperville.com

2200 Ogden Ave., Ste 550, Lisle, IL 60532

Your Post 80 “Legion-Aire” 
is produced and printed by:
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We salute our
veterans. Thank you.

Jennifer Wilken, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

6800 Main Street Suite 100
Downers Grove, IL 60516
630-435-5432
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

708-424-3377

FREE WINTER THINGS TO DO IN DuPAGE COUNTY
Take a break from the screens and get out of the house!

Enjoy the winter wonderland of DuPage with these outdoor and indoor activities that don’t cost a dime.
Forest Preserve District of DuPage County

Beautiful in all seasons, especially winter, trek across the trails and take in the views of snowflakes on trees and pathways, sunrises, 
or pastel-colored sunsets. Start your New Year’s resolution off on the right foot and explore one of our 60 forest preserves this winter. 
Challenge yourself and see how many you can get to this winter. Popular DuPage forest preserves include:

Blackwell, Warrenville  -  www.dupageforest.org/places-to-go/forest-preserves/blackwell

Danada Equestrian Center, Wheaton  -  www.dupageforest.org/danada-equestrian-center

Fullersburg Woods, Oak Brook  -  www.discoverdupage.com/listing/fullersburg-woods-nature-education-center/1072/

Hawk Hollow, Bartlett - www.dupageforest.org/places-to-go/forest-preserves/hawk-hollow

Meacham Grove, Bloomingdale - https://www.dupageforest.org/places-to-go/forest-preserves/meacham-grove

Waterfall Glen, Lemont - https://www.discoverdupage.com/things-to-do/nature-outdoors/waterfall-glen/

https://www.discoverdupage.com/blog/post/free-things-to-do/

345678998765432345678987654323
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Guida Eldorado
Independent Beauty Consultant

630-567-8253
guidaeldorado@marykay.com
www.marykay.com/guidaeldorado

Enriching Women's Lives™

301 75th Street 
Downers Grove, IL 60516 

630-964-6500

1025 W. 55th Street 
Countryside, IL 60525 

708-352-6500
www.hjfunerals.com

Proud to Serve our Veterans and their Families.

Compassionate, Professional Service. Trusted for Generations.

Monthly Events: 

Century Post 503 - VFW 
5101 Belmont Rd. 
Downers Grove, IL. 60515 

Visit our website at www.vfw503.org 

Please stop by to visit, all veterans welcome 

• Canteen open Tuesdays, Thursdays, & Fridays at 3:00 PM
• Members meeting, 3rd Thursday at 7:00 PM
• Auxiliary meeting, 2nd Wednesday at 6:30 PM
• Taco Tuesday, 2nd Tuesday of the month at 3:00 PM
• Hall Rental (Maximum Seating 100 people) see website
• Upcoming events (Calendar ) see website

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -

RENTALS
AVAILABLE
Do you have an event 

in the near future?
We can accommodate 

your Rental Needs.
Our Banquet Hall, Pavilion, and 

Gazebo are available throughout the 
year!

We give discounts to members, 
school organizations, and charities.

For more information:
630-808-4544

or visit our website:
www.post80.org
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MORE FREE WINTER THINGS TO DO IN DuPAGE COUNTY
Let your curiosity reign at one of many free DuPage museums, rich with history, extraordinary attention to detail, 

and compelling backstories.

Free Museums
Billy Graham Center Museum - www.discoverdupage.com/listing/billy-graham-center-museum/17/

DuPage County Historical Museum - www.discoverdupage.com/listing/dupage-county-historical-museum/44/

Elmhurst History Museum - www.discoverdupage.com/listing/elmhurst-history-museum/48/

Gallery 200 - www.discoverdupage.com/listing/gallery-200/3089/

Glen Ellyn Historical Society - www.discoverdupage.com/listing/glen-ellyn-historical-society/127/

Sheldon Peck Homestead, Lombard Historical Society (closed in January) 
 www.discoverdupage.com/listing/lombard-historical-society/124/

Lizzadro Museum of Lapidary Art (free on Wednesdays) 
 www.discoverdupage.com/listing/lizzadro-museum-of-lapidary-art/90/

Mexican Cultural Center DuPage 
 www.discoverdupage.com/listing/mexican-cultural-center-dupage/2952/

National Shrine and Museum of St. Therese 
 www.discoverdupage.com/listing/national-shrine-and-museum-of-st-therese/21/

Oakbrook Terrace Historical Society (open on Wednesdays) 
 www.discoverdupage.com/listing/oakbrook-terrace-historical-society/2921/

The Museums at Lisle Station Park (tours available by appointment only until March) 
www.discoverdupage.com/listing/the-museums-at-lisle-station-park/2746/

William L. Gregg Museum (closed in January) 
www.discoverdupage.com/listing/william-l-gregg-house-museum/146/

https://www.discoverdupage.com/blog/post/free-things-to-do/

PRAYER REQUEST FOR AUXILIARY PRAYER SCRAPBOOK
Post 80 Auxiliary is working on a special Prayer Scrapbook. Do you 
have a special prayer that inspires you, lifts your spirits when you 
are feeling sad, encourages gratitude or compassion? Do you have 
one that asks for healing, grace, or blessings? Please share them so 

that others may be inspired or 
feel peace.

You may submit any prayer 
or devotional thought. Please 
include the name of the author if 
not original work.

Please submit your prayer/
devotional to Bonnie Wisbrock 
bonitawisbrock@yahoo.com

SICK
CALL

The following Veteran is on sick call.
Let’s keep him in our prayers.

EMORY WOLFF
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All Legion and Auxiliary members 
(and their guests) are invited to the Super 

Bowl Party.  This is a potluck party, so 
bring an entrée, side dish, 

or dessert to share.
Admission is a canned or 

non-perishable food donation for 
the Township Food Pantry.

Drinks are membership prices 
for everyone. Cash Bar.

Any questions contact Rich Jones (630-370-2434)

Sunday, February 12th

FREE TAX PREPARATION ASSISTANCE
Tax preparation assistance is available at no charge to eligible individuals and families. 

Eligibility requirements include age and/or income. Please check with the assistance provider.

Downers Grove Park District is working with the AARP to offer free tax assistance. Appointment 
scheduling begins January 9, 2023 on a first-come, first-served basis. Tax appointments will be 
at Lincoln Center on Tuesdays and Thursdays February 2 - April 15, 9 a.m. - 12:20 p.m. Detailed 

information can be found at https://www.dgparks.org/lincoln-center-adult-center. 
Registration is open 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. Monday - Friday. To make an appointment: call 630-960-7500 

or visit the Lincoln Center (935 Maple Avenue) or Recreation Center (4500 Belmont Road) 

The College of DuPage Volunteer Income Tax Assistance (VITA) Free Tax Preparation 
program will begin preparing tax returns at the COD main-campus in Glen Ellyn, at a new location 

on the third floor of the Student Resource Center, Room 3000, on Saturday, February 11, 2023. 
Go to https://www.cod.edu/tax-prep for detailed information including additional locations 

and how to register.

Happy Valentine's DayHappy Valentine's Day

Join Us For

Join Us For

Some 
Some 

Football!!!

Football!!!



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30

     

February

Board of 
Directors 
Meeting
7:00 pm

BINGO
 6:45 pm

Doors & Bar 
Open

4:00 pm

join us for 
bingo!

BINGO
 6:45 pm

Doors & Bar 
Open

4:00 pm

AMERICAN LEGION
ALEXANDER BRADLEY BURNS POST 80
4000 SARATOGA AVENUE
DOWNERS GROVE IL 60515

Please Change My Address

NAME_________________________________________________

NEW Address:__________________________________________

City/State/Zip:__________________________________________

Effective Date:___________________________________________

New Phone Number:______________________________________

Mail this form to:
Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80

Attn: Adjutant
4000 Saratoga Ave.

Downers Grove, IL 60515

BINGO
 6:45 pm

Doors & Bar 
Open

4:00 pm

FEBRUARY  7, 2023	
KITCHEN:	 KIM CRUZ
	 JULIE ISENBERGER
TICKETS:	 CHRIS GRAVES
COMPUTER:	 JOE SIMONETTI

FEBRUARY  14, 2023	
KITCHEN:	 JEAN KRUPIN 
	 DONNA ROSENKRANZ
	 JOYCE WILK
TICKETS:	 BILL COZZI
COMPUTER:	 HARRY MCCABE

FEBRUARY  21, 2023	
KITCHEN:	 TODD HANSON
	 KIM CRUZ
	 JULIE ISENBERGER
TICKETS:	 BONNIE WISBROCK
COMPUTER:	 MARY ANN PRONEY

FEBRUARY  28, 2023	
KITCHEN:	 JEAN KRUPIN 
	 DONNA ROSENKRANZ
	 JOYCE WILK
TICKETS:	 JASON COCHRAN
COMPUTER:	 JOE SIMONETTI

BINGO
 6:45 pm

Doors & Bar 
Open

4:00 pm

Business 
Meeting
7:30 pm

Tai Chi
7:30-9:30 am
CDC 8:30 am

Tai Chi
7:30-9:30 am

Coffee, Donuts 
& Conversation 

8:30 am

Tai Chi
7:30-9:30 am

Coffee, Donuts 
& Conversation 

8:30 am

Tai Chi
7:30-9:30 am

Coffee, Donuts 
& Conversation 

8:30 am

2023
PRESIDENTS DAY

VALENTINE'S DAY

USO BIRTHDAY

SUPER BOWL
PARTY

Doors Open 
4PM

FOUR 
CHAPLAINS SUNDAY

GROUNDHOG DAY

U.S. COAST GUARD 
BIRTHDAY

Auxiliary Board 
of Directors 

Meeting
6:00 pm

Auxiliary 
Meeting
6:30 pm

Guest: Angie 
M.

Auxiliary 11th 
Dist. Meeting

Peotone


