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The Christmas party was a huge success. 
Thanks to Augie, Bob Hahn, and the Auxiliary 
For everything they did to make it enjoyable for 
the kids. They really enjoyed the magic show 
and having them make cards for the veterans at 
Hines really helped them to understand the true 
meaning of Christmas. The hall looked festive- 
thanks to all the decorating help we had.

The Post ended the year on a high note. We 
have established a committee to try to bring in 
new members - especially post 911 veterans. The 
committee has already had its first meeting and I 
am sure they will be successful in getting younger 
vets to join the post. We need all the members we 
can get to ensure the Post continues to thrive. 

Harry did a great job of organizing, advertising, 
and running the Blood Drive. This is the kind of 
event we should be doing to increase our profile 
and to continue to serve both veterans and the 
community.

I hope everyone’s holidays were happy. As 
the new year starts, The Post will continue to 
be a great place to spend time. Our recurring 
programs have been successful, and we look 
forward to making them even better. Attend the 
meetings, stop in Saturday mornings for Coffee 
and doughnuts, have a drink at the bar with us on 
Tuesday nights (or whenever the Post is open). 
You will have a great time.

See you at the Post.

Howard

American Legion Post 80
U.S. Military Veterans

Proudly Serving Downers Grove

AMERICAN POST 80 SERVES 
AREA YOUTHS AND SCHOOLS

The Third Pillar of Service for the 
American Legion is Youth. This includes 
the following and more:
•	 Boy Scout Troop 80 and Cub Scout Pack 80

•	 Boys’ State Leadership Programs

•	 Downers Grove Youth Baseball - 4 teams

•	 Educational scholarships

•	 Junior ROTC sponsorship

•	 Oratorical contests

•	 Youth summer leadership camps

Contact:  Rich Jones, Post 80 Service Officer
Phone:  630-370-2434

Email:  modeltfixer@att.net

American Legion Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80
4000 Saratoga Ave., Downers Grove, IL 60515

www.post80.org

Post Adjutant: 630-968-9710
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PHONE: (630) 968-9710
WEB: WWW.POST80.ORG ABBPOST80@GMAIL.COM

TWITTER: AMLEGIONPOST80

COMMANDER..............................................HOWARD PARKER

SR. VICE ..................................................................... BOB HAHN

JR. VICE............................................................... AUGUST SISCO

FINANCE OFFICER.........................................RICK MCLAREN

SGT-AT-ARMS............................................. WILLIAM DAWSON

HISTORIAN.....................................................DAVE WISBROCK

CHAPLAIN ...................................................... HARRY McCABE

JUDGE ADVOCATE........................................... TODD HANSON

ADJUTANT........................................................BRUCE PEIFFER

SERVICE OFFICER.................................................RICH JONES

WEBMASTER.................................................. ED/JON LUDWIG

PRESIDENT................................................BONNIE WISBROCK

VICE PRESIDENT.....................................JULIE ISENBERGER

SECRETARY..........................................................JEAN KRUPIN

TREASURER..............................................MARY ANN PRONEY

CHAPLAIN......................................................JOEY KLINGBIEL

HISTORIAN.................................................................. KIM CRUZ

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS........................................... JOYCE WILK

SICK CALL
The following Veteran is 

on sick call.
Let’s keep him in our prayers.

BILL 
HILDENBRANDT

IN MEMORIAM
This Legionnaire Has Gone To The

Commander of Us All. 

MARVIN JOHNSON
U.S. Army Vietnam Veteran

American Legion member - 31 years
Rest Well, Our Friend.

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS
A New Year’s resolution is a tradition, most 
common in the Western World but also found in 
the Eastern World, in which a person resolves to 
continue good practices, change an undesired 
trait or behavior, accomplish a personal goal, 
or otherwise improve their behaviour at the 
beginning of a calendar year.

-Wikipedia
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Happy New Year everyone!  I hope everyone had a Healthy and Happy 
Christmas. 
I want to thank Julie and Joyce for helping me set up and decorating our tables. 

Also Dave Wisbrock for coming early with us to help out.      
Our Auxiliary Christmas party was a lot of fun. We had a delicious variety of good food made 

by our ladies. Our own John Cruz read the Right/Left story for our gift exchange game once 
again. 

We entertained three special guests: Department President Janet Bacon, 2nd Division 
President Linda Fagan and Dept Membership Chair Angie Mulligan.

Auxiliary Officers/Members present: Julie, Jean, Joey, Mary Anne, Kim, Joyce, Donna, Electa, 
and myself. 

After our game we headed outside to the parking 
lot and we each launched a Chinese lantern. And 
thank you to Dave and John for lighting them for 
us. We watched as Kim’s first launch disappeared 
into the night sky. It was cold standing out there, 
but fun. It was amazing to watch as they filled the 
sky with their light.

Just a reminder that Officer Dan from DGPD will 
be at our Post on Wednesday, January 18th at 6:30 
p.m. with a slide presentation on how to identify 
fraud to protect ourselves. This should be very 
eucational and interesting. There will be question 
and answer time also.

This is open to all Post members and their 
families and to our Community.

Bonnie
630-303-2691

“Help Us Grow to Support Our Heroes”

Auxiliary News – JANUARY 2023

Chinese Lantern launch at the Auxiliary Christmas Party
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Here Comes Santa Claus.... We wish to thank all the 

volunteers who made the 
Children’s Christmas Party 
so much fun:

Bob Hahn (Santa), Bonnie 
Wisbrock (Mrs. Claus), Elves, 
Maryann Proney, Donna 
Anders and Derek Anders.

Jr. Vice Commander Augie 
Sisco put the events of the 
day together to make for an 
awesome party.

Twenty-eight children were 
signed up and twenty-three 
attended the party. They 
enjoyed a great magic show, 
made Christmas cards for 
veterans in local VA hospitals 
and received gifts 
from Santa.

...Children’s Christmas 
Party

...Auxiliary Christmas 
Gift Exchange

At the Auxiliary Christmas Meeting, 
the Ladies played a Left-Right Gift 
Exchange Game narrated by Past 
Commander John Cruz.

...Post Christmas Party
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Everyone had a wonderful 
time at the Post 80 
Christmas Celebration.

Auxiliary President Bonnie 
Wisbrock and her husband, 
Past Commander David 
Wisbrock

Past Commander 
Dick Rooney and 

his wife, Mary Ann.
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DO YOU KNOW A VET IN NEED?
VETERANS AFFAIRS 

ASSISTANCE
The DuPage Veterans Assistance Commission

421 N. County Farm Road - 2nd Fl - Rear of Cafeteria, 
Wheaton, IL 60187

Bill Brophy, Admin. Assistant
Bernadette Wawczak, Case Manager/Service 
Officer
Phone: 630-407-5655   Fax: 630-407-5656
Office Hours:	 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. and 
	 1-4 p.m. Monday - Friday
 email: dupagevac@dupageco.org 

Cook County Department of Veterans Affairs
Bureau of Administration Cook County 

Government
Audrey Mollo, Administrative Assistant I
Telephone: 312-603-2221  Fax: 312-603-4479
email: Audrey.Mollo@CookCountyIl.gov
	  Veterans.Affairs@CookCountyIl.gov
Website: www.cookcountyil.gov/agency/veterans-affairs

VETERANS CRISIS LINE
1-800-273 TALK (8255)

AVAILABLE 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK.
When callers press "1" they are immediately 
connected with a qualified and caring provider.

NATIONAL CALL CENTER FOR
HOMELESS VETS,

assists homeless veterans, at-risk veterans, 
their families and other interested parties with 
linkages to appropriate VA and community-
based resources, 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A 
WEEK,

1-877-4AID VET

LEGAL HOTLINE FOR ILLINOIS VETS
855-452-3526

for more info go to iejf.org

WHEELCHAIRS, WALKERS & 
CRUTCHES

Post 80 lends out wheel chairs, walkers and crutches 
to anyone that may need them. For 
more information, call Rich Jones at  
630-964-2434. 
Anyone who has borrowed a 
wheelchair, walker, or crutches and 
no longer needs them, please return 
them to Post 80 so they may be 

AMAZON WILL DONATE 0.5% 
TO THE AMERICAN LEGION 

AUXILIARY FOUNDATION 
INC. WHENEVER YOU SHOP 
ON AMAZON THROUGH THE 

AMAZONSMILE LINK!

YOU JUST LOG INTO YOUR AMAZON ACCOUNT THROUGH 
THE LINK ON THE AUXILIARY WEBSITE:

https://www.alaforveterans.org/Amazon-Smile/
JUST FOLLOW THE STEPS ON THE WEBSITE 

WHEN YOU ARE READY TO SHOP!

DD 214 REQUESTS
If you are in need of your DD 214 go to the following website:
www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-
records
Then go to Start your Military Service Record (DD Form 214) Request 
and follow the prompts and fill in the required information. It also has 
you print a signature sheet that you have to mail to them. When they 
receive the signature paper, they will send you an email confirming 
that they received it. Then in about 10 days, you’ll receive 2 certified 
copies of your DD 214 and copies of your discharge orders.
It’s really easy and it only costs you the price of a postage stamp and 
an envelope.
Your Service Officer.

ADDITIONAL ONLINE RESOURCES:
va.org • legion.org 

suicidepreventionlifeline.org

For anyone having difficulties with the VA, there is a 
White House HOTLINE that is staffed 24/7: 855.948.2311

For a list of benefits Exclusively for 
ILLINOIS VETERANS, go to

https://www.legion.org/veteransbenefits/illinois

VETERAN INFO PAGE
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If you wish to place your Business Advertisement in this newsletter, please call for 
information. Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80 (630) 968-9710

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -

Serving Breakfast, 
Lunch, & Dinner

"A Family Business 
Where Quality Counts"

2393 63rd Street
Woodridge, IL 60517

Ph 630-810-9812 / Fax 630-353-1767

DON'T FORGET
to tell our adverstisers, “I saw your Ad in the Legion-Aire Newsletter,” 

and then thank them for their support of Post 80

25% 
Off for Veterans

January 9
Article from https://nationaltoday.com/
national-law-enforcement-appreciation-
day/

National Law Enforcement 
Appreciation Day was created by 
multiple organizations in 2015 to 
express their gratitude for officers in 
the United States. In support of their 
services citizens are encouraged 
to do their part in thanking the law 
enforcers on this day. One of the 
main organizations to take the lead 
in this is C.O.P.S – Concerns of Police 
Survivors. According to them, law 
enforcement officers need to be 
shown that the difficult career path 
they have chosen is recognized by the 
people who they protect and uphold 
the law for. 

This holiday was triggered by the 
chain of events in 2014, when a police 
officer was involved in a crossfire 
shooting in Missouri. The backlash 
and violence that followed this event 
led C.O.P.S to take the initiative to 
change this negative portrayal of 
police officers in the news in recent 
years into a positive one. With over 
900,000 officers in the United 
States, the organization believes it 
is essential to support law enforcers 
during difficult times, and a holiday 
dedicated to them does just that. 
The day also raises awareness on the 
importance of understanding that 
the difficult decisions taken by police 
officers are in the best interest of 
citizens and the law.



A M E R I C A N  L E G I O N  N E W S 	
- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -

DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING 
INTERESTING TO SHARE?

Articles and photos for the 
newsletter must be submitted 

no later than the 17th of the 
month.

Please contact Bruce Peiffer: 
agnlbp@gmail.com. 

Quality Full Color Printing • Brochures • Newsletters 
Promotional Products • Signs, Posters & Banners

630-963-9100 
www.allegranaperville.com

2200 Ogden Ave., Ste 550, Lisle, IL 60532

Your Post 80 “Legion-Aire” 
is produced and printed by:
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3.5” x 2.5” | Maximum Font Size: 30 pt

We salute our
veterans. Thank you.

Jennifer Wilken, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

6800 Main Street Suite 100
Downers Grove, IL 60516
630-435-5432
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

708-424-3377

RENTALS
AVAILABLE
Do you have an event 

in the near future?
We can accommodate 

your Rental Needs.
Our Banquet Hall, Pavilion, and Gazebo 

are available throughout the year!
We give discounts to members, school 

organizations, and charities.
For more information:
630-808-4544

or visit our website:
www.post80.org



A M E R I C A N  L E G I O N  N E W S 	

Guida Eldorado
Independent Beauty Consultant

630-567-8253
guidaeldorado@marykay.com
www.marykay.com/guidaeldorado

Enriching Women's Lives™

301 75th Street 
Downers Grove, IL 60516 

630-964-6500

1025 W. 55th Street 
Countryside, IL 60525 

708-352-6500
www.hjfunerals.com

Proud to Serve our Veterans and their Families.

Compassionate, Professional Service. Trusted for Generations.

Monthly Events: 

Century Post 503 - VFW 
5101 Belmont Rd. 
Downers Grove, IL. 60515 

Visit our website at www.vfw503.org 

Please stop by to visit, all veterans welcome 

• Canteen open Tuesdays, Thursdays, & Fridays at 3:00 PM
• Members meeting, 3rd Thursday at 7:00 PM
• Auxiliary meeting, 2nd Wednesday at 6:30 PM
• Taco Tuesday, 2nd Tuesday of the month at 3:00 PM
• Hall Rental (Maximum Seating 100 people) see website
• Upcoming events (Calendar ) see website

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -
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GOT CABIN FEVER?
Visit the DuPage County 

Historical Museum
102 E. Wesley St.,  Wheaton IL 60187

Stories of DuPage County: 
Reading Between the Lines

Until March 25, 2023
Several DuPage County residents have penned 

nationally regarded novels and other fictional 
works, such as Anna and the King of Siam and 
the Little Orphan Annie comic strip. Stories of 
DuPage explores the lives and careers of these 

authors, examining how their DuPage roots 
shaped the stories they told.

Of Mustaches and Men
Until June 3, 2023

In a world of restrictive men’s styles and 
fashions, there has always been one way they 
could express themselves in almost any way 

imaginable: facial hair. Come explore the styles 
and trends of men’s facial hair from the 19th 
century to the present day and everything in 

between.

Victorian Valentine Craft Kit
Pick up January 10 through February 13

T-F 10:30am-4pm/Sat. 12pm-4pm
Reserve your kit now online at: 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/victorian-valentine-craft-kit-
tickets-452016492497?aff=ebdsoporgprofile

or call 630-510-4941 for more information.

$15/kit
Create 15 beautiful greeting cards using this kit. 

From Victorian and vintage ideas to modern 
creations, use provided instruction-idea sheet and 

your own creativity to celebrate your valentine. 
Curbside pickup available.

Vietnam Peace Day - January 27
Article from https://nationaltoday.com/vietnam-peace-day/
HISTORY OF VIETNAM PEACE DAY
The American experience in Vietnam was a long and painful 
one for the soldiers and the nation. It even took a significant toll 
on American culture and was considered the most tumultuous 
period in American history since the Civil War. The roots of 
the Vietnam War can be traced back to World War II when 
Japanese forces invaded French-ruled Vietnam. At that time, 
the political leader Ho Chi Minh formed Viet Minh, inspired 
by the Chinese and Soviet Communism. After their defeat in 
World War II, Japan withdrew its forces from Vietnam, leaving 
the French-backed emperor, Bao Dai, in control.

Viet Minh forces seized this opportunity and captured the 
northern city of Hanoi, declaring the Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam with Ho as President. On the other side, Bao set up 
the state of Vietnam in July, with Saigon as its capital. While Ho 
wanted a communist nation model, Bao wanted a country with 
western culture. This is the conflict that pitted the communist 
government of North Vietnam against South Vietnam.

In 1954, the U.S. began its involvement in the war by backing 
South Vietnam following its policy of being against any allies of 
the Soviet Union. After a long and horrific two decades of war, 
in January 1973, the United States and North Vietnam signed 
the final peace agreement, pulling its troops from Vietnam. 
This was the birth of Vietnam Peace Day. However, the war 
between North and South Vietnam continued for another 15 
years. Today, Vietnam’s economy is growing and people are 
enjoying the fresh air of freedom. On this Vietnam Peace Day, 
let’s honor and pay tribute to the hundreds of thousands of 
lives lost in the course of this war.

WHY VIETNAM PEACE DAY IS IMPORTANT
It is a positive day

The Vietnam War was one of the significant wars of that time, 
and even today, it is described as one of the goriest wars that 
the U.S. has faced. Vietnam Peace Day marks the end of that 
ugly war and marks the anniversary of peace in Vietnam.

It saved a lot of lives

The Vietnam war is responsible for many deaths of both U.S. 
citizens and the people of Vietnam. Putting an end to that war 
saved many lives that could have been lost.

It teaches us that peace brings change

By putting an end to the war, we prevented the destruction of 
a beautiful country and allowed it to rebuild and grow for the 
better. The day teaches us that war is not the answer.

Vietnam War Memorial Statue in Washington D.C.
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All Legion and Auxiliary members 
(and their guests) are invited to the Super 

Bowl Party.  This is a potluck party, so 
bring an entrée, side dish or dessert to 

share.
Admission is a canned or non-perishable 

food donation for the Township Food 
Pantry.

Drinks are membership prices for 
everyone. Cash Bar.

Any questions contact Rich Jones (630-370-2434)

Sunday, February 12th

Manteno Veterans Hospital visit by the Auxiliary

Left to right  Jean/Secretary, Pres. Bonnie, Historian/Kim, First Vice/Julie and caregiver Jeanette
Front Row: Veteran from the Manteno Veterans Hospital
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January 2023

Board of 
Directors 
Meeting
7:00 pm

BINGO
 6:45 pm

Doors & Bar 
Open

4:00 pm

join us for 
bingo!

BINGO
 6:45 pm

Doors & Bar 
Open

4:00 pm

1/2 PRICE
BINGO

6:45 pm
Doors & Bar 

Open
4:00 pm

AMERICAN LEGION
ALEXANDER BRADLEY BURNS POST 80
4000 SARATOGA AVENUE
DOWNERS GROVE IL 60515

Please Change My Address

NAME_________________________________________________

NEW Address:__________________________________________

City/State/Zip:__________________________________________

Effective Date:___________________________________________

New Phone Number:______________________________________

Mail this form to:
Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80

Attn: Adjutant
4000 Saratoga Ave.

Downers Grove, IL 60515

BINGO
 6:45 pm

Doors & Bar 
Open

4:00 pm

JANUARY 3, 2023	
KITCHEN:	 KIM CRUZ
	 JULIE ISENBERGER
TICKETS:	 CHRIS GRAVES
COMPUTER:	 JOE SIMONETTI

JANUARY 10, 2023	
KITCHEN:	 JEAN KRUPIN 
	 DONNA ROSENKRANZ
	 JOYCE WILK
TICKETS:	 BILL COZZI
COMPUTER:	 HARRY MCCABE

JANUARY 17, 2023	
KITCHEN:	 KIM CRUZ
	 TODD HANSON
	 JULIE ISENBERGER
TICKETS:	 BONNIE WISBROCK
COMPUTER:	 MARY ANN PRONEY

JANUARY 24, 2023	
KITCHEN:	 JEAN KRUPIN 
	 DONNA ROSENKRANZ
	 JOYCE WILK
TICKETS:	 JASON COCHRAN
COMPUTER:	 JOE SIMONETTI

JANUARY 31, 2023	
KITCHEN:	 KIM CRUZ
	 JULIE ISENBERGER
TICKETS:	 CHRIS GRAVES
COMPUTER:	 JOE SIMONETTI

BINGO
 6:45 pm

Doors & Bar 
Open

4:00 pm

Business 
Meeting
7:30 pm

Auxiliary- 
Officer Dan of 

DGPD
6:30 pm

All Invited to 
attend

Tai Chi
7:30-9:30 am
CDC 8:30 am

Tai Chi
7:30-9:30 am

Coffee, Donuts 
& Conversation 

8:30 am

Tai Chi
7:30-9:30 am

Coffee, Donuts 
& Conversation 

8:30 am

Tai Chi
7:30-9:30 am

Coffee, Donuts 
& Conversation 

8:30 am

HAPPY NEW 
YEAR!

Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Day

ORTHODOX CHRISTMAS 
DAY

Law Enforcement 
Appreciation Day


