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As we approach the end of the year, we should 
take a moment to see how the Post has fared 
during the year. In January we hosted the National 
membership caravan. Representatives of all 
levels in state and national legion offices came 
together to discuss recruitment and retention.  
We then formed a committee to explore options 
to make our efforts to recruit new members more 
effective. We were also featured on the November 
cover of the Downers Grove Living magazine.  
Financially, through the combined efforts of the 
Bingo crew, we have turned the Tuesday Bingo 
into the main financial engine for the Post. 
Everyone involved, especially the volunteers who 
man the tables and sell Jackpot games should be 
proud of their efforts.  Stop in one Tuesday to see 
the operation. You will be impressed.

The children’s Christmas party was a success. 
Thanks to Jason Wales for setting it up. Those 
of you who attended the Post Christmas Party 
on the 16th had one of the most memorable 
experiences in recent Post history. As I drove up, 
the Post was dark, and I immediately thought I 
had the wrong day. It turned out the power was 
out. We gathered by candle light and had a great 
time despite the lack of power. I will admit that 
going through the buffet was an eye-opening 
experience. I ate several things that I don’t 
normally eat, but in my defense, they looked like 
something else in the candle light. I did, however, 
enjoy them.

I would like to wish everyone a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year! See you at the 
Post in January.

                                                                   Howie

95 years young!
Rich “Eldo” Eldorado
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COMMANDER .............................................HOWARD PARKER
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HISTORIAN ................................................................. KIM CRUZ

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS .......................................... JOYCE WILK

SICK CALL The following Veterans are on sick call.
Let’s keep them in our prayers.

JOE SIMONETTI
NICK DARIEN

MIKE NAWARA

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS
A New Year’s resolution is a 
tradition, most common in the 
Western World but also found 
in the Eastern World, in which 
a person resolves to continue 
good practices, change an 
undesired trait or behavior, 
accomplish a personal goal, 
or otherwise improve their 
behaviour at the beginning of a 
calendar year.

-Wikipedia

Post 80
Christmas Party
Post 80 celebrated an Old Fashioned Christmas 
Party courtesy of ComEd.

Everyone enjoyed the ambience of the candle-lit 
event and it will be a night to remember for years 
to come.
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Hello Everyone:

In place of a December meeting the Auxiliary had a Christmas Party at 
the Olive Garden. We had 13 members attending and our President, Bonnie, 
joined us and it was nice having her with us again.

A few items carried over from the November meeting are the Children Christmas party 
presents were wrapped by auxiliary members on Friday evening December 1st and we also made 
out Christmas cards for veterans in nursing homes. A total of 81 cards were taken by Julie to the 
following nursing homes: Providence 10, Downers Grove, Saratoga Grove 12, Downers Grove, 
Lacey Creek 9, Downers Grove, Cordia 15 and Burgess Square 20 in Westmont and Sunrise 15 in 
Willowbrook.

We had a sad loss in November: Jim Rosenkranz, husband of Auxiliary member Donna 
Rosenkranz, passed away. Please remember Donna and her family in your thoughts and prayers.

Stay SAFE and be KIND! Blessings!

Julie, Vice President 

“Serving Veterans, the Real Super Heroes”

Auxiliary News – JANUARY 2024

A joyful group of Legion Auxiliary members celebrating the Christmas holiday at Olive Garden.

AVery Merry Auxiliary Christmas Party!
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To understand a Military Veteran you must know:

• We left home as teenagers or in our early twenties for an unknown adventure.
• We loved our country enough to defend it and protect it with our own lives.
• We said goodbye to friends and family and everything we knew.
• We learned the basics and then we scattered in the wind to the far corners of the Earth.
• We found new friends and new family.
• We became brothers and sisters regardless of color, race or creed.
• We had plenty of good times, and plenty of bad times.
• We didn’t get enough sleep.
• We smoked and drank too much.
• We picked up both good and bad habits.
• We worked hard and played harder.
• We didn’t earn a great wage.
• We experienced the happiness of mail call and the sadness of missing important events.
• We didn’t know when, or even if, we were ever going to see home again.
• We grew up fast, and yet somehow, we never grew up at all.
• We fought for our freedom, as well as the freedom of others.
• Some of us saw actual combat, and some of us didn’t.
• Some of us saw the world, and some of us didn’t.
• Some of us dealt with physical warfare, most of us dealt with psychological warfare.
• We have seen and experienced and dealt with things that we can’t fully describe or explain, as not all 

of our sacrifices were physical.
• We participated in time honored ceremonies and rituals with each other, strengthening our bonds 

and camaraderie.
• We counted on each other to get our job done and sometimes to survive it at all.
• We have dealt with victory and tragedy.
• We have celebrated and mourned.
• We lost a few along the way.
• When our adventure was over, some of us went back home, some of us started somewhere new and 

some of us never came home at all.
• We have told amazing and hilarious stories of our exploits and adventures.
• We share an unspoken bond with each other, that most people don’t experience, and few will 

understand.
• We speak highly of our own branch of service, and poke fun at the other branches.
• We know however, that, if needed, we will be there for our brothers and sisters and stand together as 

one, in a heartbeat.
• Being a Veteran is something that had to be earned, and it can never be taken away.
• It has no monetary value, but at the same time it is a priceless gift.
• People see a Veteran and they thank them for their service.
• When we see each other, we give that little upwards head nod, or a slight smile, knowing that we have 

shared and experienced things that most people have not.
• So, from myself to the rest of the veterans out there, I commend and thank you for all that you have 

done and sacrificed for your country.
• Try to remember the good times and make peace with the bad times.
• Share your stories.
• But most importantly, stand tall and proud, for you have earned the right to be called a Veteran.

I’m a VETERAN!
(copied from unknown author)
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Community Chiropractic 
a journey to health & wellness 

Dr. Victoria Koenig now works at Community Chiropractic in 
Lakeview Chicago. She utilizes chiropractic  techniques to 
help you live better. She adjusts all ages from infants to the 
elderly. The benefits of chiropractic care are tremendous!   

• Are you having pain and discomfort due to  

arthritic & soft tissue conditions?   

• Do you have any digestive issues?   

• Are you more fatigued lately?   

Give us a call so you can live healthier & happier! 

Victoria Koenig, DC 
1442 W Belmont Ave,  
Suite 1E 
Chicago, IL 60657 
 

 
Phone: 773-528-8485 
Email: vvk1dc@gmail.com 
www.communitychiropractic.net 

If you wish to place your Business Advertisement in this newsletter, please call for 
information. Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80 (630) 968-9710

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -

Serving Breakfast, 
Lunch, & Dinner

"A Family Business 
Where Quality Counts"

2393 63rd Street
Woodridge, IL 60517

Ph 630-810-9812 / Fax 630-353-1767

DON'T FORGET
to tell our adverstisers, “I saw your Ad in the Legion-Aire Newsletter,” 

and then thank them for their support of Post 80

25% 
Off for Veterans

VIET NAM PEACE DAY

Quality Full Color Printing • Brochures • Newsletters 
Promotional Products • Signs, Posters & Banners

630-963-9100 
www.allegranaperville.com

2200 Ogden Ave., Ste 550, Lisle, IL 60532

Your Post 80 “Legion-Aire” 
is produced and printed by:

JANUARY 27

 SpecialR*********************emembrance

Vietnam War Memorial Statue in 
Washington D.C.

Vietnam War Memorial in 
Washington D.C.
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DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING 
INTERESTING TO SHARE?

Articles and photos for the 
newsletter must be submitted 

no later than the 17th of the 
month.

Please contact Bruce Peiffer: 
agnlbp@gmail.com. 

AMERICAN LEGION
POST 80

RENTALS
AVAILABLE
Do you have an event 

in the near future?
We can accommodate 

your Rental Needs.
Our Banquet Hall, Pavilion, and 

Gazebo are available 
throughout the year!

We give discounts to members, 
school organizations, and charities.

For more information:
630/945-6181

or visit our website:
www.post80.org

WANTED
Experienced Bartenders

Openings for experienced 
bartenders to work part time on 

weekends for various rental events. 

Must have 
current BASSET 

certification.

Contact John 
Pavich at 

630/712-1834
for details.
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Guida Eldorado
Independent Beauty Consultant

630-567-8253
guidaeldorado@marykay.com
www.marykay.com/guidaeldorado

Enriching Women's Lives™

301 75th Street 
Downers Grove, IL 60516 

630-964-6500

1025 W. 55th Street 
Countryside, IL 60525 

708-352-6500
www.hjfunerals.com

Proud to Serve our Veterans and their Families.

Compassionate, Professional Service. Trusted for Generations.

Monthly Events: 

Century Post 503 - VFW 
5101 Belmont Rd. 
Downers Grove, IL. 60515 

Visit our website at www.vfw503.org 

Please stop by to visit, all veterans welcome 

• Canteen open Tuesdays, Thursdays, & Fridays at 3:00 PM
• Members meeting, 3rd Thursday at 7:00 PM
• Auxiliary meeting, 2nd Wednesday at 6:30 PM
• Taco Tuesday, 2nd Tuesday of the month at 3:00 PM
• Hall Rental (Maximum Seating 100 people) see website
• Upcoming events (Calendar ) see website
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We salute our
veterans. Thank you.

Jennifer Wilken, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

6800 Main Street Suite 100
Downers Grove, IL 60516
630-435-5432
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

708-424-3377
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All Legion and Auxiliary members 
(and their guests) are invited to the Super Bowl Party.  

This is a potluck party, 
so bring an entrée, side dish or 

dessert to share.
Admission is a canned or 

non-perishable food donation for the 
Township Food Pantry.

Drinks are membership prices for everyone. Cash Bar.

Any questions contact Rich Jones (630-370-2434)

Sunday, February 11th

REPAIR FAIR
Saturday, JANUARY 27  |  9:30am-11:30am

at SCARCE - Education Center | 800 S. Rohlwing Rd (Rte 83) Addison
Please enter through the doors on the north side of the parking lot under the blue awning.

The event is free but there may be a small fee for repairs.
Come out for SCARCE’s 2nd Repair Fair! 
Stop by this free event to learn how a simple and affordable repair can give new life to your old stuff! Experts 
will be on-site for various repairs including:

Lamps & Light Fixtures: Safety inspections, rewiring, replacement switches, other small aesthetic 
modifications.

Kitchen Knife Sharpening: Straight edge and serrated knives.

Tool Sharpening: Please check website for a complete list of accepted tools

Costume Jewelry Repair/Modifications: Necklaces, bracelets, earrings, clasps, chains (fix or shorten/
lengthen), and more! Restringing might need to be performed offsite. No watches or rings please.

What else do I need to know?

Items will be evaluated and repaired on a first-come first-serve basis.

Limit of 2 items per family for each vendor.

If a vendor is unable to fix an item onsite for any reason, they might ask you to leave the item with them to be 
completed and returned to you at an agreed upon date.

For more information: https://www.scarce.org/event/repair-fair-2/ or call SCARCE at (630) 545-9710.
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Here Comes Santa Claus....

...Children’s 
Christmas Party
222222222

2222
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DO YOU KNOW A VET IN NEED?
VETERANS AFFAIRS 

ASSISTANCE
The DuPage Veterans Assistance Commission

421 N. County Farm Road - 2nd Fl - Rear of Cafeteria, 
Wheaton, IL 60187

Bill Brophy, Admin. Assistant
Bernadette Wawczak, Case Manager/Service Officer
Phone: 630-407-5655  Fax: 630-407-5656
Office Hours: 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. and 
 1-4 p.m. Monday - Friday
 email: dupagevac@dupageco.org 

Cook County Department of Veterans Affairs
Bureau of Administration Cook County 

Government
Audrey Mollo, Administrative Assistant I
Telephone: 312-603-2221 Fax: 312-603-4479
email: Audrey.Mollo@CookCountyIl.gov
  Veterans.Affairs@CookCountyIl.gov
Website: www.cookcountyil.gov/agency/veterans-affairs

VETERANS CRISIS LINE
1-800-273 TALK (8255)

AVAILABLE 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK.
When callers press "1" they are immediately 
connected with a qualified and caring provider.

NATIONAL CALL CENTER FOR
HOMELESS VETS,

assists homeless veterans, at-risk veterans, 
their families and other interested parties with 
linkages to appropriate VA and community-
based resources, 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A 
WEEK, 1-877-4AID VET

(1-877-424-3838)

LEGAL HOTLINE FOR ILLINOIS VETS
855-452-3526

for more info go to iejf.org

WHEELCHAIRS, WALKERS & CRUTCHES
Post 80 lends out wheel chairs, walkers and 
crutches to anyone that may need them. 
For more information, call Rich Jones at  
630-964-2434. 

Anyone who has borrowed a 
wheelchair, walker, or crutches and 
no longer needs them, please return 
them to Post 80 so they may be 
available for other veterans.

DD 214 REQUESTS
If you are in need of your DD 214 go to the following website:
www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-
records
Then go to Start your Military Service Record (DD Form 214) Request 
and follow the prompts and fill in the required information. It also has 
you print a signature sheet that you have to mail to them. When they 
receive the signature paper, they will send you an email confirming 
that they received it. Then in about 10 days, you’ll receive 2 certified 
copies of your DD 214 and copies of your discharge orders.
It’s really easy and it only costs you the price of a postage stamp and 
an envelope.
Your Service Officer.

ADDITIONAL ONLINE RESOURCES:
va.org • legion.org 

suicidepreventionlifeline.org

For anyone having difficulties with the VA, there is a 
White House HOTLINE that is staffed 24/7: 855.948.2311

For a list of benefits Exclusively for 
ILLINOIS VETERANS, go to

https://www.legion.org/veteransbenefits/illinois

VETERAN INFO PAGE DISCOUNTS
FOR VETERANS and/or ACTIVE MILITARY
VISIT https://veteran.com/military-discounts/

to find information on discounts for:
AT&T, Home Depot, Lowes, Yeti products, 

Apple, Microsoft, HP, AMC Theaters 
and many other retailers.

Veterans and military members can also utilize the
Veteran Tickets Foundation https://www.vettix.org/
visitor/home to find free and discounted tickets to 
events in their area. 

VetTix is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit that partners with sports teams and 
promoters to give tickets to those currently serving and veterans of 
all branches of the U.S. military.
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Board of 
Directors 
Meeting
7:00 pm

NO
BINGO

 

join us for 
bingo!

BINGO
 6:45 pm

Doors & Bar 
Open

4:00 pm

AMERICAN LEGION
ALEXANDER BRADLEY BURNS POST 80
4000 SARATOGA AVENUE
DOWNERS GROVE IL 60515

Please Change My Address

NAME ________________________________________________

NEW Address: _________________________________________

City/State/Zip: _________________________________________

Effective Date: __________________________________________

New Phone Number: _____________________________________

Mail this form to:
Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80

Attn: Adjutant
4000 Saratoga Ave.

Downers Grove, IL 60515

BINGO
 6:45 pm

Doors & Bar 
Open

4:00 pm

JANUARY 9, 2024 
KITCHEN: KIM CRUZ
 BONNIE WISBROCK
 JUDY MAITLAND
TICKETS: CHRIS GRAVES
COMPUTER: HARRY MCCABE

JANUARY 16, 2024 
KITCHEN: JEAN KRUPIN 
 DONNA ROSENKRANZ
 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
TICKETS: BILL COZZI
COMPUTER: MARY ANN PRONEY

JANUARY 23, 2024 
KITCHEN: TODD HANSON
 KIM CRUZ
 JUDY MAITLAND
TICKETS: BONNIE WISBROCK
COMPUTER: TOM LYNCH

JANUARY 30, 2024 
KITCHEN: JEAN KRUPIN 
 DONNA ROSENKRANZ
 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
TICKETS: JASON COCHRAN
COMPUTER: HARRY MCCABE

HALF-PRICE
BINGO
 6:45 pm

Doors & Bar 
Open 4:00 pm

Tai Chi
7:30-9:30 am

Coffee, Donuts 
& Conversation 

8:30 am

Tai Chi
7:30-9:30 am

Coffee, Donuts 
& Conversation 

8:30 am

Business 
Meeting
7:30 pm

Tai Chi
7:30-9:30 am

Coffee, Donuts 
& Conversation 

8:30 am

Martin Luther King, 
Jr. Day

BINGO
 6:45 pm

Doors & Bar 
Open

4:00 pm

HAPPY NEW 
YEAR!

Tai Chi
7:30-9:30 am

Coffee, Donuts 
& Conversation 

8:30 am

January 2024

Auxiliary
Meeting
6:30 pm


