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I hope y’all are enjoying summer. The post 
has been active in the past months.  Rentals are 
steady and the other post activities are going 
strong. Our next event is the Fourth of July parade.  
I encourage all to come out and participate. We 
have a truck available for those who want to ride, 
and everyone will be proud of the patriotic shown 
by the crowd. Please try to be there to join in the 
celebration.

There is a veteran’s night scheduled at 
Blackberry Farms in Aurora [100 South Barnes 
Road] on July 28th. There will be representatives 
there from 5-8PM to help with benefits. Access 
to the park for families start at 5PM. You will also 
get a free meal from Mission Barbeque. All are 
invited. See page 2 in the Legion-aire for more 
details.

I want to remind you that the Post relies on 
you to operate. If you have any free time, please 
consider helping. So far, we have been successful 
in manning the various functions, but it is often a 
struggle. And any help is appreciated. 

Please take time during the coming month 
to reflect on your service. You should be proud 
of your service and the people you served with. 
Remember them in your prayers. Also remember 
that we are citizens of the greatest nation in 
history and that your service was an essential 
contribution to our nation.

 See you at the Post. 
                        Howard

SHOW YOUR PRIDE IN YOUR COUNTRY 
AND YOUR POST!

JOIN US IN THE DOWNERS GROVE ANNUAL 
INDEPENDENCE DAY PARADE!

UPCOMING EVENT!

Meet at Post 80 at 10:00 a.m.
We’ll have coffee waiting for you!
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MILITARY and VETERAN 
AURORA REGIONAL 

SUMMIT and 
RESOURCE FAIR
1pm - 4pm Veterans

& FAMILY NIGHT OUT
5pm - 8pm Vets + Families

Saturday, July 28th
Blackberry Farms

100 S. Barnes Rd.  Aurora
Illinois Joining Forces will host an Aurora 
Regional Summit and Resource Fair and 
Military and Veteran Family Night Out at 
Blackberry Farms. The Regional Summit for 
Service Providers serving Will, Kendall, Kane, 
and DuPage Counties will focus on resource 
connection and collaboration and take place 
from 1-4pm. Veterans are welcome to attend 
the summit, but we ask that all family members 
under the age of 18 be in attendance for the 
family event only.

The family night out will take place from 
5-8pm and will include an opportunity for 
Veterans to meet with service providers and 
gather information from resource tables, while 
enjoying a few hours of family fun, including a 
carousel, wagon and train rides, face painting, 
dinner provided by Mission BBQ, and more.

2023-2024 MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE DUE NOW!!!
July 1st is the start of the new American Legion membership year.

Your annual dues of $40 are now due. 
 Please mail your check made out to American Legion Post 80 

and mail it to:
American Legion Post 80, Attn.: Adjutant

4000 Saratoga Ave., Downers Grove, IL 60515
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Hope everyone is enjoying the nice weather we are having on and off.

Flowers soaking up the sun. Life is good.

Not much happened in June. 

We had a beautiful day for the Memorial Day 
services. Three of our ladies, Jean, Julie, and Joyce marched in the 
parade. The Wind band was just awesome. Augie did a terrific job 
organizing the days’ events. Thank you, Augie!

We had our June dinner at Stevens and the Auxiliary ladies treated 
Eldo to dinner as a thank you for turning in the most donations for 
Poppies. He has been doing this for years. A big thank you to you 
Eldo! It was a pleasure having you join us for dinner.

Julie and I had attended the 11th District meeting in Carol 
Stream. Our 11th District officers were elected.  I will be the 11th 
District Chaplain this coming year. 

We want to extend a warm welcome to three more new members 
who have joined our Auxiliary:  Judy Maitland, Marybeth and Sandy 
Szalkowski. 

Thank you, Judy, for helping out in the kitchen on bingo nights. 

Julie and I will be going down to Springfield this July 13, 14, 15 for 
the Convention. 

I haven’t heard anything about the 4th of July doings yet. 

Our September meeting will be on the 11th. Board meeting TBD.

Have a Great summer everyone!

Bonnie

630-303-2691  

 

“Help Us Grow to Support Our Heroes”

Auxiliary News – JULY 2023

Bonnie’s summer 
started taking her 
grandson Derek 
Anders, also SAL 
member, fishing at 
a local pond.

Flower arrangement for Convention contest 
in July by Josephine Klingbiel

THE POPPY PROJECT
We would like to thank Elizabeth Luke 

and her 7th Grade Art Students at 
Herrick Middle School for making 

and donating ceramic poppies to our 
members. The students made the 

poppies and added a little note with 
each one.

Senior Past Commander and Historian Dave Wisbrock
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Poppy girl Madeline Krajniak with 
mom Gabrielle and sister Lucille

Poppy girl Madeline Krajniak 
with Eldo

Auxiliary members:

Memorial Day HighlightsMemorial Day Highlights

Rich “Eldo” Eldorado laying Korean wreath.

Building 
battlefield 
cross.

BSA Troop 80 at the Downers Grove Memorial Day Parade.

Post 80 Auxiliary marching in the Parade.
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Community Chiropractic 
a journey to health & wellness 

Dr. Victoria Koenig now works at Community Chiropractic in 
Lakeview Chicago. She utilizes chiropractic  techniques to 
help you live better. She adjusts all ages from infants to the 
elderly. The benefits of chiropractic care are tremendous!   

• Are you having pain and discomfort due to  

arthritic & soft tissue conditions?   

• Do you have any digestive issues?   

• Are you more fatigued lately?   

Give us a call so you can live healthier & happier! 

Victoria Koenig, DC 
1442 W Belmont Ave,  
Suite 1E 
Chicago, IL 60657 
 

 
Phone: 773-528-8485 
Email: vvk1dc@gmail.com 
www.communitychiropractic.net 

If you wish to place your Business Advertisement in this newsletter, please call for 
information. Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80 (630) 968-9710

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -

Serving Breakfast, 
Lunch, & Dinner

"A Family Business 
Where Quality Counts"

2393 63rd Street
Woodridge, IL 60517

Ph 630-810-9812 / Fax 630-353-1767

DON'T FORGET
to tell our adverstisers, “I saw your Ad in the Legion-Aire Newsletter,” 

and then thank them for their support of Post 80

25% 
Off for Veterans

JULY 29

Anniversary of the 
Army Chaplain Corps

Korean War Vets
Armistice Day 1953

JULY 27
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DO YOU HAVE SOMETHING 
INTERESTING TO SHARE?

Articles and photos for the 
newsletter must be submitted 

no later than the 17th of the 
month.

Please contact Bruce Peiffer: 
agnlbp@gmail.com. 

Quality Full Color Printing • Brochures • Newsletters 
Promotional Products • Signs, Posters & Banners

630-963-9100 
www.allegranaperville.com

2200 Ogden Ave., Ste 550, Lisle, IL 60532

Your Post 80 “Legion-Aire” 
is produced and printed by:

AMERICAN LEGION
POST 80

RENTALS
AVAILABLE
Do you have an event 

in the near future?
We can accommodate 

your Rental Needs.
Our Banquet Hall, Pavilion, and 

Gazebo are available 
throughout the year!

We give discounts to members, 
school organizations, and charities.

For more information:
630-808-4544

or visit our website:
www.post80.org
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We salute our
veterans. Thank you.

Jennifer Wilken, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

6800 Main Street Suite 100
Downers Grove, IL 60516
630-435-5432
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

708-424-3377

Panoramic Photo Update
Back in November of last year, we received 
a panoramic photo taken in 1918 in Downers 
Grove. In this photo are 90 World War One 
veterans. Several are some of our founding 
fathers.  Walter Staats, our first commander 
is among those in the picture. The names of 
most of those pictured are printed on the 

back. The picture sent to us was in poor condition but had the names. We happen to have an 
identical picture without the names. Our picture has been reframed and the names recorded 
with a number key to Identify most of the men pictured. One of our community service 
volunteers reprinted the names.
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Guida Eldorado
Independent Beauty Consultant

630-567-8253
guidaeldorado@marykay.com
www.marykay.com/guidaeldorado

Enriching Women's Lives™

301 75th Street 
Downers Grove, IL 60516 

630-964-6500

1025 W. 55th Street 
Countryside, IL 60525 

708-352-6500
www.hjfunerals.com

Proud to Serve our Veterans and their Families.

Compassionate, Professional Service. Trusted for Generations.

Monthly Events: 

Century Post 503 - VFW 
5101 Belmont Rd. 
Downers Grove, IL. 60515 

Visit our website at www.vfw503.org 

Please stop by to visit, all veterans welcome 

• Canteen open Tuesdays, Thursdays, & Fridays at 3:00 PM
• Members meeting, 3rd Thursday at 7:00 PM
• Auxiliary meeting, 2nd Wednesday at 6:30 PM
• Taco Tuesday, 2nd Tuesday of the month at 3:00 PM
• Hall Rental (Maximum Seating 100 people) see website
• Upcoming events (Calendar ) see website

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -
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POST 80 OFFICERS FOR 2023/2024

The following candidates for offices of Alexander 
Bradley Burns Post 80 in Downers Grove, Illinois, 
were elected on June 7, 2023:

	 Commander	 Howard Parker

	 Sr. Vice Commander	 Ed Ludwig

	 Jr. Vice Commander	 Jason Wales

	 Finance Officer	 Rick McLaren

	 Sgt. At Arms	 Bill Dawson

	 Historian	 Dave Wisbrock

	 Chaplain	 Bob Hahn

	 Judge Advocate	 Todd Hanson

	 Adjutant	 Bruce Peiffer 
		  (Appointed by the Commander)

	 Service Officer	 Rich Jones 
		  (Appointed by the Commander)

	 Board of Directors – 2 yrs.	 Ed Ludwig 
		  (previously elected 2022/2023)

	 Board of Directors – 2 yrs.	 Frank Mangone 
		  (previously elected 2022/2023)

	 Board of Directors – 3 yrs.	 John Cruz 
		  (previously elected 2020/2021)

	 Board of Directors – 3 yrs.	  John Pavich 
		  (previously elected 2020/2021)

	 Board of Directors – 1 yr.	 Chris Martinez 
		  (previously elected 2022/2023)	
	 Board of Directors – 1 yr.	 Dick Rooney 
		  (previously elected 2020/2021)

	 Honorary Post Position 
	 Jr. Past Commander	 Rich Jones

In accordance with Post 80’s Constitution, By-
Laws & Standing Rules, the above positions will 
constitute Post 80’s Board of Directors. 

BLACKHAWKS HOCKEY 
HONORS VETERANS

Rich Eldorado 
and Carmen 
Gnolfo attended a 
Blackhawks game 
recently where Eldo 
stood on the ice for 
the National Anthem 
before the game. 

Rich is a Korean war 
veteran and very 
active member of 
Post 80 assisting 
with all activities.  
He’s 94 years old 
and is as active as a 
person in their 40’s.

Rich Eldorado representing 
all Veterans at a Hawks game 
assisted by Carmen Gnolfo.

Eldo on the 
jumbotron

FLAG RETIREMENT CEREMONY
Wednesday, June 14th

Members of Downers Grove Post 80 and BSA Troop 80 
in a joint ceremony, inspected and respectfully retired 
worn American, State and Military flags.
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LIFE LINE 
SCREENING

THURSDAY 
AUGUST 17TH 
8AM TO 5PM

LIFE LINE SCREENING is 
scheduled to spend a day at 

Post 80 in August. 

A package of four screenings 
to identify risk for stroke, 
heart disease and other 

chronic conditions 
will be offered.

	 Carotid artery screening

	 Peripheral Arterial 
	 Disease Screening

	 Abdominal Aortic 
	 Aneurysm

	 Atrial Fibrillation

These 4 screenings take 
60 to 90 minutes to complete.

You can register 
by calling 

1-844-591-7160, 
text the word “circle” to 

216-279-1607 or online at 
https://llsa.social/HC

OBELISK 
On June 3,2023 the Strawberry moon was caught 
at the point of  the obelisk at Post 80. This obelisk 
at 30 feet is the tallest veteran’s memorial in Du 
Page County and holds the names of over 1000 
veterans both living and deceased. The obelisk was 
assembled in 1976 as a Bicentennial Project. At the 
same time our Memorial Park was dedicated. Trees 
were planted and plaques were place at many of 
them in memory of many of our forefathers

Senior past commander, David Wisbrock
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DO YOU KNOW A VET IN NEED?
VETERANS AFFAIRS 

ASSISTANCE
The DuPage Veterans Assistance Commission

421 N. County Farm Road - 2nd Fl - Rear of Cafeteria, 
Wheaton, IL 60187

Bill Brophy, Admin. Assistant
Bernadette Wawczak, Case Manager/Service Officer
Phone: 630-407-5655  Fax: 630-407-5656
Office Hours:	 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. and 
	 1-4 p.m. Monday - Friday
 email: dupagevac@dupageco.org 

Cook County Department of Veterans Affairs
Bureau of Administration Cook County 

Government
Audrey Mollo, Administrative Assistant I
Telephone: 312-603-2221 Fax: 312-603-4479
email: Audrey.Mollo@CookCountyIl.gov
	  Veterans.Affairs@CookCountyIl.gov
Website: www.cookcountyil.gov/agency/veterans-affairs

VETERANS CRISIS LINE
1-800-273 TALK (8255)

AVAILABLE 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK.
When callers press "1" they are immediately 
connected with a qualified and caring provider.

NATIONAL CALL CENTER FOR
HOMELESS VETS,

assists homeless veterans, at-risk veterans, 
their families and other interested parties with 
linkages to appropriate VA and community-
based resources, 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A 
WEEK, 1-877-4AID VET

(1-877-424-3838)

LEGAL HOTLINE FOR ILLINOIS VETS
855-452-3526

for more info go to iejf.org

WHEELCHAIRS, WALKERS & CRUTCHES
Post 80 lends out wheel chairs, walkers and 
crutches to anyone that may need them. 
For more information, call Rich Jones at  
630-964-2434. 

Anyone who has borrowed a 
wheelchair, walker, or crutches and 
no longer needs them, please return 
them to Post 80 so they may be 
available for other veterans.

DD 214 REQUESTS
If you are in need of your DD 214 go to the following website:
www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-
records
Then go to Start your Military Service Record (DD Form 214) Request 
and follow the prompts and fill in the required information. It also has 
you print a signature sheet that you have to mail to them. When they 
receive the signature paper, they will send you an email confirming 
that they received it. Then in about 10 days, you’ll receive 2 certified 
copies of your DD 214 and copies of your discharge orders.
It’s really easy and it only costs you the price of a postage stamp and 
an envelope.
Your Service Officer.

ADDITIONAL ONLINE RESOURCES:
va.org • legion.org 

suicidepreventionlifeline.org

For anyone having difficulties with the VA, there is a 
White House HOTLINE that is staffed 24/7: 855.948.2311

For a list of benefits Exclusively for 
ILLINOIS VETERANS, go to

https://www.legion.org/veteransbenefits/illinois

VETERAN INFO PAGE DISCOUNTS
FOR VETERANS and/or ACTIVE MILITARY
VISIT https://veteran.com/military-discounts/

to find information on discounts for:
AT&T, Home Depot, Lowes, Yeti products, 

Apple, Microsoft, HP, AMC Theaters 
and many other retailers.

Veterans and military members can also utilize the
Veteran Tickets Foundation https://www.vettix.org/
visitor/home to find free and discounted tickets to 
events in their area. 

VetTix is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit that partners with sports teams and 
promoters to give tickets to those currently serving and veterans of 
all branches of the U.S. military.
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Board of 
Directors 
Meeting
7:00 pm

BINGO
 6:45 pm

Doors & Bar 
Open

4:00 pm

join us for 
bingo!

BINGO
 6:45 pm

Doors & Bar 
Open

4:00 pm

AMERICAN LEGION
ALEXANDER BRADLEY BURNS POST 80
4000 SARATOGA AVENUE
DOWNERS GROVE IL 60515

Please Change My Address

NAME_________________________________________________

NEW Address:__________________________________________

City/State/Zip:__________________________________________

Effective Date:___________________________________________

New Phone Number:______________________________________

Mail this form to:
Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80

Attn: Adjutant
4000 Saratoga Ave.

Downers Grove, IL 60515

BINGO
 6:45 pm

Doors & Bar 
Open

4:00 pm

JULY 4, 2023	
NO BINGO - HAVE A SAFE HOLIDAY!

JULY 11, 2023	
KITCHEN:	 JEAN KRUPIN 
	 DONNA ROSENKRANZ
	 JOYCE WILK
TICKETS:	 BILL COZZI
COMPUTER:	 HARRY MCCABE

JULY 18, 2023	
KITCHEN:	 TODD HANSON
	 KIM CRUZ
	 VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
TICKETS:	 BONNIE WISBROCK
COMPUTER:	 MARY ANN PRONEY

JULY 25, 2023	
KITCHEN:	 JEAN KRUPIN 
	 DONNA ROSENKRANZ
	 JOYCE WILK
TICKETS:	 JASON COCHRAN
COMPUTER:	 JOE SIMONETTI

Business 
Meeting
7:30 pm

Tai Chi
7:30-9:30 am

Coffee, Donuts 
& Conversation 

8:30 am

Tai Chi
7:30-9:30 am
CDC 8:30 am

Tai Chi
7:30-9:30 am

Coffee, Donuts 
& Conversation 

8:30 am

Tai Chi
7:30-9:30 am

Coffee, Donuts 
& Conversation 

8:30 am

July 2023

Tai Chi
7:30-9:30 am

Coffee, Donuts 
& Conversation 

8:30 am

WW1 Began 1914
Anniversary of the 

Army Chaplain Corps
Korean War Vets

Armistice Day 1953

4th of 
July 

PARADE!
meet at Post 10am
Parade 12-2 pm

BLOOD 
DRIVE

2:30-7:00 pm

Aux. Board 
Meeting
6:30 pm


