
October 2009



POST INFORMATION
PHONE: (630) 968-9710 WEB: POST80.ORG TWITTER: AMLEGIONPOST80

COMMANDER ........................................................................ WOODY KAWATERS
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1919....Walter Staats
1920....Robert W. Carpenter
1921....Jay Allison
1922....Dan M. Diener
1923....Norman E. Anderson
1924....Henry Swift
1925....Morris E. Stevenson
1926....William E. Hooper
1927....Harold H. Clarke
1928....George Hannan
1929....A.T. Witt
1930....Arthur Johnson
1931....A.T. Witt
1932....A.J. Walter
1933....J. Richard Hawkins
1934....Melvin G. Binder
1935....L.J. Dixon
1936....William A. Finger
1937....G. Willard McCollum
1938....Leslie L. Meyer
1939....Charles Dyer
1940....Newell Fishel
1941....Rollin Whitaker
1942....Ivan M. Webster
1943....Thomas C. Arndt
1944....Wallace S. Whitlock
1945....Stanley A. Lynch
1946....Louis A. Edwards 
Italics denotes deceased
1947....Thomas J. Lanagan

1948....Eugene Weaver
1949....Fred W. Lester
1950...Harvey H. Kenitz
1951....Joseph R. Krepper
1952...Gilbert G. Giesler
1953....Andrew S. Blaida
1954....Herschel Hubbard
1955....A.R. Fister
1956....Dino Convalle
1957....Tony F. Morello
1958....W.H. Schenke
1959....James L. Newall
1960....Edwin D. Wrenn
1961....Bernard J. Blaida
1962....Louis W. Wrenn
1963....James R. Hodous
1964....Jerry Kopecky
1965....Earl W. Will
1966....Leonard J. Voss
1967....Gene Kappelman
1968....Alois E. Sheber
1969....Mason Taylor
1970....William Harkness
1971....Earl W. Will
1972....Steven J. Kadlec
1973....Joseph A. Bartels
1974...Zedo Oliver
1975....Herbert Morrison
1976....Chester Kotowski
1977....Ed Knickerbocker

1978....Elmer J. Mears
1979....Dudley E. Smalley
1980....Jens P. Vimtrup
1981....Elmer W. Anderson
1982....Elmer W. Anderson
1983....Frank J. Bulin
1984....George R. Novak
1985....George R. Novak
1986....Bill Johnson
1987....A.E. Sheber
1988....David D. Wisbrock
1989....David D. Wisbrock
1990....David D. Wisbrock
1991....Gilbert J. Gawin
1992....Gilbert J. Gawin
1993....Ken Gallagher
1994....Richard Bernardini
1995....Emery Wolff
1996....Curt McCullagh
1997....Larry Bryant
1998....Larry Bryant
1999....John Magic
2000....Jack Border
2001....Jack Border
2002....Bob Isenberger
2003....Bob Isenberger
2004....Joe Pappalardo
2005....Richard Rooney
2006.. .Richard Rooney
2007.. .Richard Mueller
2008.. .Richard Mueller
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Commander’s Column
George Carlin once mused, “What is the plural of ‘a hell of a guy’? 
‘Hells of guys’?”  In either case our post has them in abundance. With 
your permission I would like to acknowledge some of the things that 
happened in September.  In another article, I thank individuals for their 
efforts during the Labor Day Picnic. But if it were not for Dick Rooney, 
Emery Wolff, Rich Greenwald, and Dick Bernadini, and all who brought 
side dishes, we would have had no picnic. Then on September 18th a 
group of Post members took veterans from the DuPage Convalescence 
Center to breakfast. Again this happened because of people like Herb 
Morrison, Nick Brescia, Toby Vukasodic, Todd Hanson and Bob 
Cormack. If I left anyone out it is because I was not there and hopefully 
there is an article thanking these individuals. Then there was the POW 
MIA Dinner that simply would not have happened if it was not for 
Nick Brescia & Ron Czech. At the Downers Grove Heritage Fair Dick 
Bernadini shows a bumper sticker that says “POW’s Never Have A 
Good Day.” Until we account for every MIA, we will never rest in 
getting a full accounting of these men and women. Larry Bryant and our 
Honor Guard presented the Colors. They did a great, not just good, job. 

As you read this the Vietnam Memorial ‘Moving Wall’ is either on its 
way to our Post or is already here. Please come and see what we have 
worked for in the past year. The length of the list of people to thank is 
mind boggling. George Carlin observed that “the caterpillar does all 
the work, but the butterfly gets all the publicity”. Well, we are infused 
with caterpillars.  It has taken an incredible number of people to have 
pulled this off and it is only fitting that before anything can go wrong I 
recognize them.  Emery Wolff who planted the seed of getting the Wall 
to the Post to Rich Mueller who started an email campaign to raise funds 
to Bruce Peiffer who arranged for the driver and his wife to stay at the
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Double Tree Hotel in Downers Grove all deserve a lot of the credit. 
Further acknowledgement goes to Emery Wolff and Jim Nelson for 
taking care of the money, and Emery, Jim and Ed Ludwig for sighting 
the elevation and where the Wall was going to sit and building the toe 
rail. Thanks to Joe Pappalardo, Elmer Mears and Todd Hanson for 
handling schools and Public Relations, Larry Bryant for the coordination 
of the 24-hour a day guard duty, and Steve Collins for coordinating the 
procession of the Wall through Downers Grove. 

Joe Pappalardo volunteered to arrange the lunch and dinner for the 
volunteers (talk about a thankless task) and working with the village. 
Howard Parker and Jack Border have lent to our library items that they 
wore and received while in Vietnam. I would be remiss if I did not let 
the Women’s Auxiliary know how much their $1,000 donation and 
constant support mattered. I am proud that we are all part of the Legion 
Family. All deserve a round of applause. 

It is sad but the wall does not show the total cost of this war. We have 
veterans dying each day from the effects of Agent Orange and other 
issues; their names do not show on the wall.

Next month I will recognize the non Legion people who help make the 
Wall a reality in Downers Grove.

In essence, these are your projects and all the credit for the success goes 
to those above along with others that I missed. If something goes wrong 
or there is a failure of any kind it is 100 percent mine. Thank you in 
advance for all your help. Now come out to see this tribute to those who 
gave their last measure but will not be forgotten. Please remember, be 
kind to each other. Woody
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POST 80 HISTORY IN THE '70's

The “FREEDOM FLAME” was a project of the Downers Grove 
JayCees in the early 1970's.  The JayCees funded and built a memorial 
located near 39th and Highland Ave. just south of Fire Station No. 3. 
The memorial was a natural gas burning flame with a shield and plaque 
dedicated to Timothy Bodden, a Downers Grove soldier missing in 
action since 1967, and all other MIA's of the Viet Nam War.  The Flame 
was to burn until all POW's & MIA's were accounted for.  In 1974 the 
energy crisis of that time caused to flame to be turned off.  Several 
attempts were made over the years to relight the flame but costs kept 
rising and the Jaycees were disbanded.  In 1983 members of Post 80 
tried to raise funds to relight the flame but by this time fuel costs and 
liability insurance had gone too high and again the memorial laid 
dormant.  To add even more insult to the memorial in 1986, it was hit by 
a car and the burner and plaque were broken. 

In 1988 the Village was remodeling the Fire Station at 39th and 
Highland and the parking lot was being expanded.  The memorial now in 
disrepair had to be removed.

Once again the American Legion became involved with the orphan 
memorial.  Working with the Village of Downers Grove, the Park 
District and the Fire Department a solution had been reached.

Since many of the parts to the original memorial were now also missing, 
plans for a new memorial were made.  The remaining parts of the 
memorial were removed from the 39th and Highland location to allow 
the fire station to complete its remodeling. The Village refinished the 
wind shield and a new plaque was made, with the cost being shared 
between the Legion and the Village.

Continued



The new memorial was placed south of the band shell in Fischel Part and 
dedicated on Memorial Day 1989.

The wording on the memorial in Fischel Park was prepared by Herb 
Morrison and Dave Wisbrock.  Sorry I didn't have a photo handy of the 
newest memorial.  The wording is:

IN HONOR OF THE MEN AND WOMEN OF DOWNERS GROVE
WHO ANSWERED THEIR COUNTRY'S CALL DEDICATED IN 
MEMORY OF TIMOTHY BODDEN MIA VIET NAM 1967 AND ALL 
POWs AND MIAs FROM ALL WARS May 29,1989

David Wisbrock, past commander

Members of Post 80 at the dedication in 1972

OCTOBER 2009
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Legion Members

Ladies Auxiliary Officers
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PART 2 - THE PREAMBLE TO THE CONSTITUTION 
OF THE AMERICAN LEGION

“TO MAINTAIN LAW AND ORDER”

From an article in the October 1940 issue of The American Legion 
Magazine written by Kent Hunter.

When the founders of the American Legion put To Maintain Law and 
Order into our Preamble, second only to that pledge to uphold and 
defend the Constitution of the United States of America, they eternally 
pledged The American Legion to uphold the precepts of fundamental 
Americanism.

These five words pledge each Legion member to the following:
1- To recognize and fulfill the duties and responsibilities of Citizenship.  
There was not, is not and never will be any mandate to any Legionnaire 
to follow dictates of a political party, but there was, and is, and always 
will be a mandate to all Legionnaires to participate in government.  
There is and always will be a summons to all Legionnaires to aid in 
selecting public servants by ballot, who will follow the broad outlines of 
government defined in the Constitution of The United States of America.

2- To demand that elected public servants, once chosen, remain true 
to their trust.  Integrity must be maintained.  Legislative, judicial and 
executive government departments must be constantly under observation 
and control of the electorate.

To Maintain Law and Order, does NOT mean:
1- That the American Legion shall assume police power.  Our 
government provides for enforcement of law by constituted authority 
only.  Unauthorized assumption of law enforcing power by private 
organizations sets an example that violates the fundamentals of true law 
and order.

Continued
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2- That The American Legion may refuse to accept a legal call to duty, in 
time of peace, from constituted authorities.

The American Legion has backed, with all its power, the federal, state 
and local law-enforcement agencies. (during the Great Depression, 
Post 80, at the request of local authority assisted in the patrolling of 
Downers Grove causing a sharp decline in petty crimes).  The American 
Legion has held fund raisers and special events to raise funds for needed 
supplies for local police and fire departments. The American Legion has 
never assumed police authority, and never will.

The American Legion, with full faith in the Government of these United 
States, does not believe that the small percentage of men and women 
who constitute the criminal element can ever vote criminal control 
to power.  It is up to all citizens to do their best in selecting proper 
individuals to represent us in government positions.

The American Legion will never accept domestic or international
lawlessness and disorder, in control of our country.

To Maintain Law and Order, means in summary:
To control ourselves as individuals.
To control our public servants, who represent us.
To control our governmental policies through our elected public 
servants.

To maintain the American form of government, of the people by the 
people and for the people. Dave Wisbrock, past commander.
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Auxiliary News

Fall Back, Change Your Clock
Don’t forget the turn your clock back one hour before turning in on Sat., 

October 31. Daylight Saving Time ends at 2:00 am November 1

Change the Clock Change your Battery
The Downers Grove Fire Department recommends you change the battery in 

all smoke detectors in your home when you change the time. A working smoke 
detector more than doubles your chances of surviving a home fire.

THE MOVING WALL
Don’t forget “ THE MOVING WALL” will be at the Post 80 on October 1st 

thru October 5th. Ceremonies on October 2nd, be there and represent Post 80. 
All Legionnaires and  Ladies Auxiliary members are encouraged to attend.

I hope everyone had fun at our Labor Day picnic. It was a lot of 
fun for me. Plus I hope everyone had a nice summer!! The craft 
show will be coming up on Saturday October 17th. Game night 
will be the second Friday October 9th, at 7:00pm. Coming up is the 
district caravan and fall meeting Sunday October 18th at 9:00am in 
Wheaton. The division fall meeting will be at Wayconda Post #911 
Sunday October 25th. I would like to thank the ladies that helped 
me on September 12th. The hostess for the October meeting will be 
Kim Cruz and Leora Novak. I hope to see the ladies at our meeting 
October 19th. Halloween is coming up Saturday October 31st
is everyone thinking about candy?

Best wishes for everyone!
Rosemary Collins
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Labor Day Picnic

This may be the most dangerous column I have written since becoming 
Commander. The danger is that I will forget to thank someone who 
worked like a dog on the Labor Day Picnic. So if  I overlook you, please 
feel free to bring it to my attention and accept my apology (but please do 
not wet my leg).  First thanks go to the hunter gatherers, Rich Greenwald 
and Emery Wolff for braving Sam’s Club on a Saturday morning.  Then 
there were the tenders of the hearth (cooks) Emery Wolff fixed the 
Brats, Dick Rooney, John Souper and friend (Andy) for the pig and 
chickens, Ed Ludwig for the burgers, Dick Bernardini for the corn and 
Rich Greenwald for fixing what ever was needed. Of course at a feast 
you need entertainment ….. Rich Mueller provided the balloons and kid 
games. Clean up (no small task) two groups stand out in my mind; the 
Ladies Auxiliary (Leora Novak, Rosemary Collins, Karen Greenwald, 
and Kim Cruz), and Stacy McDonald and Jack Border of the Legion. 
And of course all who brought a side to go with the feast. The pot luck 
tables were as bountiful as you could wish for. All in all we fed about 
400 people. I am sure that I am forgetting a key person or two, but last 
but not least thank to each of you who came and are members of Post 80 
family. Woody
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POST 80 Board of Directors Now Hear This!

There will be no Board meeting on November 25, 2009. Why you 
may ask? I would answer this the night before Thanksgiving. Spend 
it with your family, or a loved one, or one you would like to love. 
Given peoples’ family plans, it only makes sense to cancel this 
meeting. Woody

By Laws, Bye Laws & Buy Laws

In accordance with our by laws dated April 2002 the following 
three people comprise the 2010 -2011 Nominating Committee:

Herb Morrison
Joe Pappalardo
David Wisbrock

If you are interested in one of the elected positions please 
contact one of them. WK

“All Bingo Players”
The next Half Prince Bingo Night will be

Tuesday, October 20
Mark your Calendar Bring Your Friends

Get in the Action
Be A Winner at Post 80
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To: Bill Levin
     John Kloster
      Frank Risky

Sick Call
Please keep the named people in your prayers, or if you 
prefer raise your glasses it a toast to them, for a speedy 
recovery.

IN MEMORIAM

Robert R Cavalier

This Legionnaire Member Has Gone To The 

Commander of Us All. Rest Well Our Friend.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO THE
THE NAVY

October 13, 1775



‘The Moving Wall’
The ‘Moving Wall’ will be at Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80, The 

American Legion, October 1 Through October 5, 2009.  The ‘Moving 
Wall’ is a half size replica of the Vietnam Memorial Wall in Washington, 

DC.  All are invited to experience this memorial.  Please ask your 
friends, relatives and coworkers to also attend.

Rentals Available for the 2009 Season
Do you have an Event in the near future?
We can accommodate your Rental Needs.

Our Banquet Hall, Our Pavilion and Our Gazebo are available for the 
2009 season.  Our Banquet Hall can accommodate 300 people, Our 

Pavilion will seat 144 people under cover and the surrounding 11 acres 
can accommodate many more people and Our Gazebo with a garden like 

atmosphere is just right for that romantic wedding.  Up to 200 chairs 
surrounding the Gazebo can accommodate any large wedding.

We give discounts to members, school organizations and charities.

For more information:

Call Post 80 at (630) 968-9710 

or our Rental Agent at (630) 336-3421 or 

visit our visit our website at www.post8O.org
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PRESIDENT ...........................................................................ROSEMARY COLLINS 
VICE PRESIDENT .............................................................. EVELYN FREDERICKS
SECRETARY ............................................................................ JULIE ISENBERGER
TREASURER ..............................................................................JANE BERNARDINI
CHAPLAIN ............................................................................DOLORES HARRISON
HISTORIAN ..................................................................... KATHLEEN HOTCHKISS
SERGEANT-AT-ARMS .............................................................LOUISE LEWANSKI
ASST. SERGEANT-AT-ARMS ........................................................ARLENE GUEST

DUES: AUXILIARY $13.50/YEAR JR. AUX $3.00/YEAR
PAST PRESIDENTS

1920....Margaret Bebb
1921....Jessie Straub
1922....Matilda Uhlorn
1923....Myra Hawkins
1924....Clara Nash Hawkins
1925....Emily Sanders
1926....Daisy Swift
1927....Florence Johnson
1928....Mary Pfaff
1929....Esther Binder
1930....Beulah McCollum
1931....Viola Vix
1932....Bernice Goltry
1933....Mae Jones
1934....Bernice Hannan
1935....Marie Finger
1936....Evelyn Walter
1937....Josephine Mitchell
1938....Lorraine Edwards
1939....Ethel Margison
1940....Vera Iehl
1941....Mabel Webster
1942....Muriel Fischel
1943....Ruth Karvatt
1944....Emily Mrkvicka
1945....Flossie Dreuttel
1946....Minnie Lester
1947....Esther Weaver
1948....Myrtle Kraft
Italics denotes deceased

1949....Vivian Harkness
1950....Christine McGarvie
1951....Shirley Wrenn
1952....Letitia Mrkvicka
1953....Corabelle Krepper
1954....Christine McGarvie
1955....Elsie Niedner
1956....Kathleen Hotchkiss
1957....Marian Lacey
1958....Evelyn Fredericks
1959....Shirley Schenke
1960....Margaret Morello
1961....Marian Ruzicka
1962....Margaret Edwards
1963....Alice Pechinski
1964....Alice Pechinski
1965....Anne Creel

1966....Evelyn Jenkins
1967....Dorthy Nied
1968....Eleanor Bartels
1969....Alice Pechinski
1970....Helen Beck
1971....Jeanette Foster
1972....Dorthy Kadlec
1973....Margaret Morello
1974....Ann Hodous 
1975....Ann Hodous
1976....Eleanor Bartels
1977....Alice Pechinski
1978....Mildred Mueller

1979....Catherine Smalley
1980....Frances North
1981....Anne Creel

1982....Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
1983....Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
1984....Anne Creel

1985....Genevieve Kotowski
1986....Genevieve Kotowski
1987....Ethel Clark
1988....Bonita Wisbrock
1989....Eleanor Bartels
1990....Bonita Wisbrock
1991....Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
1992....Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
1993....Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
1994....Midge Zielinski
1995...Boneta Wisbrock
1996....Leora Novak
1997....Leora Novak
1998...Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
1999...Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
2000...Lorraine Vimtrup
2001...Leora Novak
2002...Henrietta Gerz-Zurek
2003...Midge Zielinski
2004...Bonnie Wisbrock
2005...Bonnie Wisbrock
2006...Bonnie Wisbrock
2007...Bonnie Wisbrock
2008...Bonnie Wisbrock



ELIGIBILITY DATES
WORLD WAR I-APRIL 6, 1917 - NOVEMBER 11, 1918  VIETNAM-FEBRUARY 28, 1961 - MAY 7, 1975
WORLD WAR II-DECEMBER 7, 1941 - DECEMBER 31, 1946  OPER. JUST CAUSE IN PANAMA-DECEMBER 20, 1989 - JAN. 31, 1990
KOREAN WAR-JUNE 25, 1950 - JANUARY 31, 1955  GRANADA & LEBANON - AUGUST 24, 1982 - JULY 31, 1984 PERSIAN 
GULF-AUGUST 2, 1990 - cessation of hostilities

BINGO WORKERS
Oct 6th

TICKETS: Midge Zielinski

 Jane Bernadini

KITCHEN: Pat Mustradi

 Julie Isenberger

 Leora Novak

 Pam Hartigan

Oct 13th

TICKETS: Ilean Kuhnert

 Leora Novak

KITCHEN: Carol Cermack

 Lorraine Donegan

 Mary Pizzo

Oct 20th

TICKETS: Evelyn Fredericks

 Kathleen Hotchkiss

KITCHEN: Karen Greenwald

 Rosemary Collins

 Arlene Guest

 Kathleen Pleet

Oct 27th

TICKETS: Leora Novak

 Kathleen Hotchkiss

KITCHEN: Arlene Guest  

 Dolores Harrison

 Eileen Mears

 Karen Greenwald

 Meeting
 Oct 19th

 Host Officers
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19
Auxiliary 
Meeting

12
Columbus 

Day

5
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Leaves Post 
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27
Bingo

6:30 pm

20
1/2 Price

Bingo
6:30 pm

13
Bingo

6:30 pm

6
Bingo

6:30 pm

28

21
Board Meeting

7:30

14

7
County Meeting
Wheaton Post 

76

Business
Meeting 7:30

29

22

15

8

1
Moving Wall 
Arrives & is 

Erected

30

23
Social Night

7:00 pm

16
Social Night

7:00 pm

9
Social Night

7:00 pm

2
Moving Wall
Ceremonies 

9:30am

31

CDC 8:30am

24
Coffee 

Doughnuts 
Conversation

8:30 am

17
CDC 8:30 am

Legion Riders10am 
10:00 am

10
Coffee 

Doughnuts 
Conversation

8:30 am

3
Moving Wall


