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Post 80 June Membership Meeting and Leadership 
Transition

At our June Membership Meeting, approximately 40 of our 
271 members attended to conduct important Post business, 
including the election of our leadership team for the 2026–
2027 term.

We invite all members to join us on August 29 for the 
installation of our newly elected officers and new members 
during an evening of fellowship, dinner, and refreshments. 
Additional details will be included in the August mailing. We 
encourage everyone to attend as we officially welcome the 
next generation of Post 80 leadership.

The officers elected to serve our Post are:

•	 Jason Wales, Commander-Elect

•	 Nicole Dedick, Senior Vice Commander-Elect

•	 Donnie Fields, Junior Vice Commander-Elect

•	 Tom Lynch, Finance Officer-Elect

•	 Todd Hanson, Judge Advocate and Scouts Board Liaison

All five leaders are post Vietnam-era members in good 
standing and are committed to carrying our mission forward.

The incoming 2026–2027 Board inherits one of the strongest 
financial positions our Post has enjoyed in recent history. We 
extend our sincere gratitude to outgoing Finance Officer Rick 
McLaren for his outstanding service and dedication. Over the 
past several years, Rick significantly strengthened our financial 
management processes, internal controls, and investment 
portfolio oversight. His efforts helped establish annual CPA 
review and reporting procedures that ensure transparency 
and accountability. His contributions have left a lasting impact 
on Post 80, and he will be greatly missed in this role.

The primary mission of every American Legion Post is 
to support veterans, recruit new members, and positively 
impact the communities we serve. Through visits to American 
Legion and VFW posts in Illinois, California, and Florida, 
valuable lessons emerged regarding successful strategies for 
attracting and retaining younger veterans while strengthening 

community engagement. These successful posts consistently:

•	Maintain an active and engaging social media presence.

•	Develop and continually enhance an interactive Post website.

•	Keep their facilities open and welcoming to the community 
on a regular basis.

•	Focus on family-friendly programs, support services, and 
events that demonstrate value.

•	Build strong relationships with community, village, and city 
leaders.

•	Direct funding, volunteer efforts, and resources toward local 
community needs.

•	Engage veteran-owned businesses and encourage their 
participation.

•	Clearly communicate the value their Post provides to 
veterans and the community alike.

The incoming Board is committed to expanding our message, 
increasing member engagement, and strengthening Post 80’s 
impact throughout Downers Grove. As we look to the future, we 
are confident that this next generation of leadership will build 
upon our strong foundation and guide our Post toward continued 
growth and service.

The future of Post 80 is bright, and the next generation is 
ready to lead.

Robert E. Hahn, Commander

July 4 - Meet at Post 80 at 10:00 am
We’ll have coffee waiting for you!
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PHONE: (630) 968-9710
WEB: WWW.POST80.ORG ABBPOST80@GMAIL.COM

TWITTER: AMLEGIONPOST80

COMMANDER............................................................ BOB HAHN

SR. VICE ...............................................................JASON WALES

JR. VICE............................................................ NICOLE DEDICK

FINANCE OFFICER.........................................RICK MCLAREN

SGT-AT-ARMS............................................. WILLIAM DAWSON

HISTORIAN...........................................................PAT YANAHAN

CHAPLAIN ................................................. RICH GREENWALD

JUDGE ADVOCATE........................................... TODD HANSON

ADJUTANT............................................................... TOM LYNCH

SERVICE OFFICER.................................................RICH JONES

WEBMASTER.................................................. ED/JON LUDWIG

LEGION-AIRE EDITOR.................................BRUCE PEIFFER

PRESIDENT................................................BONNIE WISBROCK

VICE PRESIDENT.....................................JULIE ISENBERGER

SECRETARY..............................................MARY ANN PRONEY

TREASURER............................................. CHRISTINE GRAVES

CHAPLAIN......................................................JOEY KLINGBIEL

HISTORIAN................................................MARY ANN PRONEY

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS......................................ARLENE GUEST

ASST. SERGEANT-AT-ARMS.......................RYLLA GASAWAY

2026-2027 MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE DUE NOW!!!
July 1st is the start of the new American Legion membership year.

Your annual dues of $40 are now due. 
 Please mail your check made out to American Legion Post 80 and mail it to:

American Legion Post 80, Attn.: Adjutant
4000 Saratoga Ave., Downers Grove, IL 60515
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Our Officers for the coming year are:

President	 Bonita Wisbrock
Vice-President	 Julie Isenberger
Treasurer	 Christine Graves
Secretary	 Mary Ann Proney
Chaplain	 Joey Klingbeil
Historian	 Christine Graves
Sgt At Arms	 Arlene Guest
Asst. Sgt At Arms	 Jean Krupin

“Believe in Yourself”

Auxiliary News – JUNE 2026

June ended our Auxiliary year with a dinner at Stevens 
restaurant. 12 members enjoyed the dinner and the company 
was even better.

Thank you to Julie, Jean, Donna, Arlene, and Rylla for representing our Auxiliary and their willingness 
to meet and welcome the VFW Auxiliary at this pizza event at our Post. What a wonderful group of ladies. 
We exchanged information about our meetings in comparison to their meetings and their officers. We 
found out how similar our organizations are in what we accomplish.

Their members are about the same as ours, 12 with 7 to 9 attending their meeting, which they hold on 
the second Wednesday of the month at 6:00. We were invited to drop in on any one of their Wednesday 
meetings and meet their ladies.

Be sure to check the newsletter for the time to meet at the Post for the 4th of July parade if you plan 
on riding the flatbed. Enjoy the summer! 

Bonnie

630-963-6137

bonitawisbrock@yahoo.com

July 23-26, 2026
DuPage County Fairgrounds

2015 Manchester Road - Wheaton
Thursday: 11am – 10pm

Friday: 11am – 11pm
Saturday: 12 Noon – 11pm

Sunday: 12 Noon – 8pm

dupagecountyfair.org
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Past Commanders Dinner
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Anniversary of the 
Army Chaplain Corps

JULY 29

Korean War Vets
Armistice Day 1953

JULY 27

Burr Ridge - July 3
Join Pleasant Dale Park District to celebrate the 250th Anniversary of the 
United States. Family Fun Area and food vendors start at 5:30pm. Fireworks 
at Dusk. Parking passes go on sale June 1st – in person or by phone.

Lisle - July 3
Community Park, 1825 Short St. Prior to the fireworks display, a series of 
live outdoor concerts will take place from 5:30 PM to 9:30 PM at the Lisle 
Park District’s Van Kampen Stage as part of the Lisle Park District’s Summer 
Concert Series, followed by fireworks.

Oak Brook - July 3
Oak Brook Sports Core Administration, 700 Oak Brook Rd. As America 
approaches its 250th anniversary in 2026, the Taste of Oak Brook will proudly 
celebrate this historic milestone with a dazzling drone show, followed by a 
fireworks finale. Come hungry, stay for the music, and celebrate summer with 
an unforgettable night under the stars.

Bolingbrook - July 4
Bolingbrook Golf Club - 2001 Rodeo Drive. The annual 4th of July Celebration 
features live entertainment, local food vendors, kids’ activities, and the best 
firework display in town, all set against the beautiful backdrop of the golf 
course.

Downers Grove / Woodridge - July 4
Get ready for a dazzling display! This year’s Woodridge–Downers Grove 
Fireworks Show will light up the sky at dusk (approximately 9:30 PM) near 
75th Street and Lemont Road. The best viewing spots are the nearby parking 
lots. Bring a chair or blanket, find your spot, and enjoy the show!

Westmont - July 4
801 Burr Oak Drive. “We wanted to do something special for the 250th 
Celebration of our nation’s independence,” said Mayor Steve Nero. “Working 
with the Park District, we’ve added more fireworks to this year’s display, 
and new this year, there will be a drone show. We invite everyone to come 
to Ty Warner Park in Westmont for this exciting event!”  Additionally, the 
250th celebration will continue over the next week at the Taste of Westmont 
featuring Grand Funk Railroad’s former lead singer Mark Farner on July 11 in 
downtown Westmont.
Bring your blankets/lawn chairs and enjoy celebrating Independence Day!

PTSD Alert Notice: Fireworks can trigger Post-Traumatic Stress 
Disorder (PTSD) in people who have experienced traumatic events, such 
as combat, gun violence, explosions, or fires. The sights, sounds, and 
smells of fireworks can trigger strong emotional reactions and memories 
that evoke fear and anxiety.
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- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -

Liberty Tree Planting Ceremony Program
Commemorating the 250th Anniversary of the American Revolution
Throughout the American Revolution, Liberty Trees 
stood as symbols of unity, courage, and resistance 
against tyranny. They became gathering places 
where patriots found common purpose in the 
cause of freedom.

Early in June, we dedicated our own Liberty Tree 
as a living reminder of those ideals and of the 
generations of Americans who have defended 
them since.

We are especially grateful for the generous gift of 
this tree by Donald Shee of the Sons of the American 
Revolution, and we recognize the members of Post 
80 whose efforts made this planting possible: Dick 
Rooney, Ed Ludwig, John Cruz, and Jason Wales.
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DON'T FORGET
to tell our sponsors, “I saw your Ad in the 
Legion-Aire Newsletter,” and then thank 

them for their support of Post 80.

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -

Serving Breakfast, 
Lunch, & Dinner

"A Family Business 
Where Quality Counts"

2393 63rd Street
Woodridge, IL 60517

Ph 630-810-9812 / Fax 630-353-1767

25% 
Off for Veterans

 

Companionship   

Games 
Socializing 
Visit Family and Friends 
Go for Walks 
Shopping 

CALL US TODAY 
833.243.4968 

(833) 243-4968 

SM 

SM Homemaker 

Meal Preparation 
Medication Reminders 

Light Housekeeping 
Grocery Shopping 

Accompany to Doctor Visits. 
  

  

  

DOOR CHECK & LOCK SERVICE
License# 192.000141

• DOOR HARDWARE SALES AND SERVICE
• AUTOMATIC DOOR OPERATORS
• ELECTRONIC LOCKING HARDWARE

PHONE (630) 968-4727
DIRECT (630) 968-6777 FAX (630) 968-5443
415 WEST OGDEN AVENUE, WESTMONT, ILLINOIS 60559

www.suburbanlock.com

25% 
Off for Veterans
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708-424-3377

Sponsorship spaces are available in this 
newsletter, please call for information. 

Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80 (630) 968-9710

- - - - - - - - - - - -  PLE ASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS - - - - - - - - - - - -3.5” x 2.5” | Maximum Font Size: 30 pt

We salute our
veterans. Thank you.

Jennifer Wilken, AAMS®
Financial Advisor
.

6800 Main Street Suite 100
Downers Grove, IL 60516
630-435-5432
www.edwardjones.com

Member SIPC

708-424-3377

Guida Eldorado
Independent Beauty Consultant

630-567-8253
guidaeldorado@marykay.com
www.marykay.com/guidaeldorado

Enriching Women's Lives™

Quality Full Color Printing 
Brochures | Newsletters 
Promotional Products  

Signs, Posters & Banners

630-963-9100  
www.allegranaperville.com

2200 Ogden Ave., Ste 550 
Lisle, IL 60532

Your Post 80 “Legion-
Aire” is produced and 

printed by:

708-424-3377
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DON'T FORGET to tell our sponsors, “I saw your Ad 
in the Legion-Aire Newsletter,” and then thank them for 

their support of Post 80

CUSTOM FABRICATION  •  MOBILE WELDING    
MACHINING  •  METAL RESTORATION    

ENGINEERING SERVICES

630-805-2524 
www.stevesweldservice.com

Steve’s Weld 
Service
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301 75th Street 
Downers Grove, IL 60516 

630-964-6500

1025 W. 55th Street 
Countryside, IL 60525 

708-352-6500
www.hjfunerals.com

Proud to Serve our Veterans and their Families.

Compassionate, Professional Service. Trusted for Generations.

Monthly Events:

Century Post 503 - VFW
5101 Belmont Rd. 
Downers Grove, IL 60515 

Visit our website at:
www.vfwpost503.org

Please stop by to visit, all veterans welcome

• Canteen open Tuesdays, Thursdays, & Fridays at 3:00 PM
• rd Thursday at 7:00 PM
• nd Wednesday at 6:30 PM
• nd Tuesday of the month at 3:00 PM
• i
•

Sponsorship 
spaces are 

available in this 
newsletter, 

please call for 
information. 

Alexander 
Bradley Burns 

Post 80
(630) 

968-9710
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WHEELCHAIRS, WALKERS & CRUTCHES
Post 80 lends out wheel chairs, walkers and 
crutches to anyone that may need them. 
For more information, call Rich Jones at  

630-964-2434. 

Anyone who has borrowed a 
wheelchair, walker, or crutches 
and no longer needs them, 

DD 214 REQUESTS
If you are in need of your DD 214 go to the following website:
www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-
records
Then go to Start your Military Service Record (DD Form 214) Request 
and follow the prompts and fill in the required information. It also has 
you print a signature sheet that you have to mail to them. When they 
receive the signature paper, they will send you an email confirming 
that they received it. Then in about 10 days, you’ll receive 2 certified 
copies of your DD 214 and copies of your discharge orders.
It’s really easy and it only costs you the price of a postage stamp and 
an envelope.
Your Service Officer.

ADDITIONAL ONLINE RESOURCES:
va.org • legion.org 

suicidepreventionlifeline.org
For a list of benefits Exclusively for 

ILLINOIS VETERANS, go to
https://www.legion.org/veteransbenefits/illinois

DO YOU KNOW A VET IN NEED?
VETERANS AFFAIRS 

ASSISTANCE
The DuPage Veterans Assistance Commission

421 N. County Farm Road - 2nd Fl - Rear of 
Cafeteria, Wheaton, IL 60187

Steve Fixler, Superintendent
Alberto Ranjley-Ninegia, Asst. Superintendent
Brittany Micher, Case Manager/Service Officer
Phone: 630-407-5655  Fax: 630-407-5656
Office Hours:	 8 a.m. - 12 p.m. and 
	 1-4 p.m. Monday - Friday
 email: dupagevac@dupageco.org 

Cook County Department of Veterans Affairs
Bureau of Administration Cook County 

Government
Audrey Mollo, Administrative Assistant I
Telephone: 312-603-2221 Fax: 312-603-4479
email: Audrey.Mollo@CookCountyIl.gov
	  Veterans.Affairs@CookCountyIl.gov
Website: www.cookcountyil.gov/agency/veterans-affairs

VETERANS CRISIS LINE
1-800-273 TALK (8255)

AVAILABLE 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK.
When callers press "1" they are immediately 
connected with a qualified and caring provider.

NATIONAL CALL CENTER FOR
HOMELESS VETS,

assists homeless veterans, at-risk veterans, 
their families and other interested parties with 
linkages to appropriate VA and community-
based resources, 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A 
WEEK, 1-877-4AID VET

(1-877-424-3838)

LEGAL HOTLINE FOR ILLINOIS VETS
855-452-3526

for more info go to iejf.org

For anyone having difficulties with the VA, there is a 
White House HOTLINE that is staffed 24/7: 855.948.2311

VETERAN INFO PAGE DISCOUNTS
FOR VETERANS and/or ACTIVE MILITARY
VISIT https://veteran.com/military-discounts/

to find information on discounts for:
AT&T, Home Depot, Lowes, Yeti products, 

Apple, Microsoft, HP, AMC Theaters 
and many other retailers.

Veterans and military members can also utilize the
Veteran Tickets Foundation https://www.vettix.org/
visitor/home to find free and discounted tickets to 
events in their area. 

VetTix is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit that partners with sports teams and 
promoters to give tickets to those currently serving and veterans of 
all branches of the U.S. military.
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join us for 
bingo!

AMERICAN LEGION
ALEXANDER BRADLEY BURNS POST 80
4000 SARATOGA AVENUE
DOWNERS GROVE IL 60515

Please Change My Address

NAME_________________________________________________

NEW Address:__________________________________________

City/State/Zip:__________________________________________

Effective Date:___________________________________________

New Phone Number:______________________________________

Mail this form to:
Alexander Bradley Burns Post 80

Attn: Adjutant
4000 Saratoga Ave.

Downers Grove, IL 60515

 
Korean War Vets 

Armistice Day 1953

BINGO
 6:45 pm

Doors & Bar 
Open

4:00 pm

BINGO
 6:45 pm

Doors & Bar 
Open

4:00 pm

NO
Board of 
Directors 
Meeting

JULY 7, 2026	
KITCHEN:	 KIM CRUZ, ASHLEY SUSKI
	 JUDY MAITLAND
	 BONNIE WISBROCK
TICKETS:	 CHRIS GRAVES
COMPUTER:	 MARY ANN PRONEY

JULY 14, 2026	
KITCHEN:	 JEAN KRUPIN 
	 DONNA ROSENKRANZ
	 ASHLEY SUSKI
	 BONNIE WISBROCK
TICKETS:	 BILL COZZI
	 BONNIE WISBROCK
COMPUTER:	 HARRY MCCABE

JULY 21, 2026	
KITCHEN:	 TODD HANSON, KIM CRUZ
	 JUDY MAITLAND
	 ASHLEY SUSKI
TICKETS:	 BONNIE WISBROCK
COMPUTER:	 TOM LYNCH

JULY 28, 2026	
KITCHEN:	 JEAN KRUPIN, ASHLEY SUSKI
	 DONNA ROSENKRANZ
	 BONNIE WISBROCK 
TICKETS:	 JASON COCHRAN
COMPUTER:	 MARY ANN PRONEY

BINGO
 6:45 pm

Doors & Bar 
Open

4:00 pm

BINGO
 6:45 pm

Doors & Bar 
Open

4:00 pm

NO
Business 
Meeting

Tai Chi
7:30-9:30 am

Coffee, Donuts 
& Conversation 

8:30 am

Tai Chi
7:30-9:30 am

Coffee, Donuts 
& Conversation 

8:30 am

4th of 
July 

PARADE!
meet at Post 10am

Parade 1 pm

WW1 Began 1914
Anniversary of the 

Army Chaplain Corps

Tai Chi
7:30-9:30 am

Coffee, Donuts 
& Conversation 

8:30 am


